


“1 flayed all the chief men who had revolted,
and | covered the pillar with their skins . ..
others | bound to stakes ... | cut off the
limbs of their officers ... 3000 captives |
burned with fire .. .”



“Covering some 1850 acres, contained
famous hanging gardens, water dams, parks,
a fifty-mile agueduct to bring water from the
mountains,



“great roads, a double wall protecting the
city ... the palace boasted almost two
square miles of carved stone reliefs.”









Jonah
 [t’'s a prophecy in story form rather than

messages or VIsions.
e |t’s satirical: Jonah looks ridiculous in his

own book.




Jonah

e [t’'s a prophecy in story form rather than
messages or VIsions.

e |t’s satirical: Jonah looks ridiculous in his
own book.

* |t creates awkward questions for the
reader.







“I am a Hebrew, and | fear the LORD, the God
of heaven, who made the sea and the dry
land.”

Jonah 1:9b





















Chapter 3 - Inside Nineveh
Is Jonah obeying and giving the whole

message?







“Let them not feed or drink water, but let
man and beast be covered with sackcloth,
and let them call out mightily to God.






“Who knows? God may turn and relent and
turn from his fierce anger, so that we may
not perish.”

Jonah 3:9






“But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he
was angry. And he prayed to the LORD and
said, ‘O LORD, is not this what | said when |
was yet in my country?’



““That is why | made haste to flee to Tarshish;
for | knew that you are a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger and abounding in

steadfast love, and relenting from disaster.”
Jonah 4:1-2






Can a messenger of God hate people God

loves?

“Do you do well to be angry?” Jonah 4:4b



“And the LORD said, ‘You pity the plant, for
which you did not labor, nor did you make it
grow, which came into being in a night and

perished in a night.



“And should not | pity Nineveh, that great
city, in which there are more than 120,000
persons who do not know their right hand

from their left, and also much cattle?’”
Jonah 4:10-11
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e |t’'s a verbal recording of a prophetic
vision.

e |t’s purposefully vague. You don’t always
know who he is addressing.




Nahum
e |t’'s a verbal recording of a prophetic
vision.

e |t's purposefully vague. You don’t always
know who he is addressing.

e |tis full of vivid and violent imagery.






“The LORD is a jealous and avenging God;
the LORD is avenging and wrathful;

the LORD takes vengeance on his adversaries
and keeps wrath for his enemies.



“The LORD is slow to anger and great in power,
and the LORD will by no means clear the
guilty. His way is in whirlwind and storm,

and the clouds are the dust of his feet.



“He rebukes the sea and makes it dry;
he dries up all the rivers;

Bashan and Carmel wither;

the bloom of Lebanon withers.



“The mountains quake before him;
the hills melt;

the earth heaves before him,

the world and all who dwell in it.




“Who can stand before his indignation?
Who can endure the heat of his anger?

His wrath is poured out like fire,

and the rocks are broken into pieces by him.



“The LORD is good,
a stronghold in the day of trouble;
he knows those who take refuge in him.



“But with an overflowing flood he will make a
complete end of the adversaries, and will
pursue his enemies into darkness.”

Nahum 1:2-8






Nahum, why is God judging Nineveh?
1. God is specifically avenging the wrong
done to his people.




“Thus says the LORD, ‘Though they are at full
strength and many, they will be cut down
and pass away.



“Though | have afflicted you, | will afflict you
no more. And now | will break his yoke from

)

off you and will burst your bonds apart.
Nahum 1:12-13



“For the LORD is restoring the majesty of
Jacob as the majesty of Israel, for plunderers
have plundered them and ruined their
branches.”

Nahum 2:2



Nahum, why is God judging Nineveh?

1. God is specifically avenging the wrong
done to his people.

2. God is generally avenging the wrong done
to the nations.










“Horsemen charging, flashing sword and
glittering spear, hosts of slain, heaps of
corpses, dead bodies without end — they

stumble over the bodies!”
Nahum 3:1-3













































































































































