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SEEKING ALLAH,
FINDING JESUS
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SEEKING AU “To be Americanized was to
FINDING JE.SUS be disobedient to your elders,

A Devout Muslim Encounters Christianity
~

to dress less conservatively,
and to spend more time with
your friends than your family.
Cursing, drinking, and dating
were simply unfathomable.”
Nabeel Qureshi




“Well, Caleb, they’re Christians. And
Christians hate gay people. Christians don’t
like anyone who’s not like them.”



HOW A PASTOR WITH GAY PARENTS
LEARNED TO LOVE OTHERS
WITHOUT SACRIFICING CONVICTION

CALEB KALTENBACH




HOW A PASTOR WITH GAY PARENTS
LEARNED TO LOVE OTHERS
WITHOUT SACRIFICING CONVICTION

CALEB KALTENBACH

“She shook her head and
began by saying, ‘Do you
realize the amazing
opportunity you have been
given to be raised by two
women?’



HOW A PASTOR WITH GAY PARENTS
LEARNED TO LOVE OTHERS
WITHOUT SACRIFICING CONVICTION

CALEB KALTENBACH

“Do you know that you are
smarter than what you are
becoming? Do you also
know that you are siding
with bigots?!’



How A easron wiTh gAY pARENTS “I put my head down and

WITHOUT SACRIFICING CONVICTION

softly said, ‘I'm not like that.
| will never be like that.

CALEB KALTENBACH




HOW A PASTOR WITH GAY PARENTS
LEARNED TO LOVE OTHERS
WITHOUT SACRIFICING CONVICTION

CALEB KALTENBACH

“I do not agree with your
view of sexuality anymore,
but that does not impact
how much | love you.”

Caleb Kaltenbach






“When | became a Christian, | had to change
everything - my life, my friends, my writing,
my teaching, my advising, my clothes, my
speech, my thoughts.



“| was tenured to a field that | could no
longer work in. ... Conversion put me in a
complicated and comprehensive chaos.



“I sometimes wonder, when | hear other
Christians pray for the salvation of the ‘lost’ if
they realize that this comprehensive chaos is
the desired end of such prayers.



“Often, people asked me to describe the
‘lessons’ that | learned from this experience. |
can’t. It was too traumatic.



“Sometimes in crisis, we don’t really learn
lessons. Sometimes the result is simpler and
more profound: sometimes our character is
simply transformed.”

Rosaria Butterfield









1. unfamiliar culture

“And Jesus went away from there and
withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon.
And behold, a Canaanite woman from that
region came out. ...” (21-22a)
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This woman is described as a . ..
Gentile (Mk. 7:26)
Syrophoenician (Mk. 7:26)
Canaanite (Mt. 15:22)






2. unanswered prayer

“And behold, a Canaanite woman from that
region came out and was crying,



2. unanswered prayer
“‘Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David;

my daughter is severely oppressed by a
demon.’










3. unkind disciples
“And his disciples came and begged him,

saying, ‘Send her away, for she is crying out
after us.”” (23b)












4. unfair labels
“And he answered, ‘It is not right to take the

children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”
(24-26)




“What’s amazing about this account is that
the woman doesn’t back down. She speaks
truth to power.



“She confronts Jesus and says, ‘Well, you can
think that about me, but even dogs deserve
the crumbs from the table’












“And when confronted with it, he was willing
to do his work, and this woman was willing
to stand up and speak truth.”

Reverend Robertson






“Then Jesus answered her, ‘O woman, great
Is your faith! Let it be done for you as you
desire.” And her daughter was healed
iInstantly.”

Matthew 15:27-28




































































































































