











Three examples of this tension:

e cautious (17a), but not anxious (19a)

o strategic (18), but not triumphalistic (17,19, 23)
e active (23), but not alone (16, 18)
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“So have no fear of them, for nothing is
covered that will not be revealed, or
hidden that will not be known.



“What | tell you in the dark, say in the light,
and what you hear whispered, proclaim
on the housetops.



“And do not fear those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear

him who can destroy both soul and body
in hell.



“Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny? And not one of them will fall to the
ground apart from your Father.



“But even the hairs of your head are all
numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of
more value than many sparrows.



“So everyone who acknowledges me
before men, | also will acknowledge before
my Father who is in heaven, but whoever
denies me before men, | also will deny
before my Father who is in heaven.”
Matthew 10:26-33
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“What | tell you in the dark, say in the light,
and what you hear whispered, proclaim

on the housetops.”
Matthew 10:27



“For this reason | remind you to fan into
flame the gift of God, which is in you
through the laying on of my hands, for God
gave us a spirit not of fear but of power
and love and self-control.



“Therefore do not be ashamed of the
testimony about our Lord, nor of me his
prisoner, but share in suffering for the
gospel by the power of God,



“who saved us and called us to a holy
calling, not because of our works but
because of his own purpose and grace,
which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the
ages began,”

2 Timothy 1:6-9






Four Reasons Not to Fear
1. We have a greater call (26-27)
2. We have a greater fear (28)



“And do not fear those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear

him who can destroy both soul and body
in hell.”

Matthew 10:28



“... merciful and gracious, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love and
faithfulness”

Exodus 34:6b



“The angel of the LORD encamps around
those who fear him, and delivers them.”
Psalm 34:7









“In the fear of the LORD one has strong
confidence, and his children will have a
refuge.”

Proverbs 14:26



Four Reasons Not to Fear

1. We have a greater call (26-27)
2. We have a greater fear (28)

3. We have a greater value (29-31)
















“God’s in control.”

“But is he? Of everything? Even evil?
Are you sure about that?”
John Mark Comer



“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?
And not one of them will fall to the ground
apart from your Father.”

Matthew 10:29












Q. “What is your only comfort in life and in
death?

A. “That | am not my own, but belong -
body and soul, in life and in death - to
my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.



“He has fully paid for all my sins with his
precious blood, and has set me free from
the tyranny of the devil.



“He also watches over me in such a way
that not a hair can fall from my head
without the will of my Father in heaven; in

fact, all things must work together for my

salvation.”
Heidelberg Catechism Q/A 1



Four Reasons Not to Fear

1. We have a greater call (26-27)
2. We have a greater fear (28)

3. We have a greater value (29-31)
4. We have a greater hope (32-33)




“So everyone who acknowledges me
before men, | also will acknowledge before
my Father who is in heaven, but whoever
denies me before men, | also will deny
before my Father who is in heaven.”
Matthew 10:32-33









Why is this a revelation of reality?
e the parallelism

A - You acknowledge me before men.
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Why is this a revelation of reality?
e the parallelism

A - You acknowledge me before men.
B - | acknowledge you before God.
A - You deny me before men.

B - | deny you before God.



“I must talk about God, or | cannot keep
Him in my mind. | must give Him away in
order to have Him.”

Frank Laubach






“Fear not, therefore; you are of more value
than many sparrows. So everyone who
acknowledges me before men, | also will
acknowledge before my Father who is in

heaven,”
Matthew 10:31-32






When you confess me before men,
(imperfectly, clumsily)

no matter how they respond,
(gladly or with hostility)



When you confess me before men,
(imperfectly, clumsily)

no matter how they respond,
(gladly or with hostility)

| will confess you before my Father.



“... because, if you confess with your mouth
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your

heart that God raised him from the dead,
you will be saved.



“For with the heart one believes and is
justified, and with the mouth one
confesses and is saved.



“For the Scripture says, ‘Everyone who
believes in him will not be put to shame.”
Romans 10:9-11
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Have no fear of them:
« A greater call - “What | tell you in the dark, say in
the light” (27)

« A greater fear - “Do not fear those.... Rather fear
him” (28)
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Have no fear of them:

« A greater call - “What | tell you in the dark, say in
the light” (27)

« A greater fear - “Do not fear those.... Rather fear
him” (28)

A greater value - “Fear not, therefore; you are of
more value” (31)

« A greater hope - “l also will acknowledge before
my Father” (32)



