








The Bible teaches the devil is real.

Christians must understand the devil rightly to
live rightly.

To understand the devil rightly Christians must
understand Jesus rightly.


















Brief comments that could be sermons:

1. Our lives will mirror the life of Jesus.

2. Don’t disconnect Jesus’ fasting from the
Spirit’s leading.

3. Jesus was hungry, not helpless.
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« Temptation is all about intent.
e Temptation arises from outside of us.
“For this reason, when | could bear it no
longer, | sent to learn about your faith, for fear
that somehow the tempter had tempted you
and our labor would be in vain.”

1 Thessalonians 3:5










“But each person is tempted when he is lured
and enticed by his own desire. Then desire
when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and
sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.”
James 1:13-15






Temptation is all about intent.

Temptation arises from outside of us.

Temptation arises from within us.

Temptation did not come from within Jesus.




“No man knows how bad he is till he has tried
very hard to be good. A silly idea is current
that good people do not know what
temptation means. This is an obvious lie.



“Only those who try to resist temptation know
how strong it is. After all, you find out the

strength of the German army by fighting
against it, not by giving in. You find out the

strength of a wind by trying to walk against it,
not by lying down.









“We never find out the strength of the evil
impulse inside us until we try to fight it: and
Christ, because He was the only man who
never yielded to temptation, is also the only
man who knows to the full what temptation
means — the only complete realist.”

C.S. Lewis



Temptation is all about intent.

Temptation arises from outside of us.

Temptation arises from within us.

Temptation did not come from within Jesus.

Temptation at its core is an invitation to short
cut God’s design.







Temptation #1

You are hungry ... make bread.

“And the tempter came and said to him, ‘If you
are the Son of God, command these stones to
become loaves of bread.” Matthew 4:3






Temptation #1

You are hungry ... make bread.

The temptation: “Jesus, you have a need ...
satisfy it.”

Jesus’ reply: “My calling is to
feast without food.”







“And you shall remember the whole way that
the LORD your God has led you these forty
years in the wilderness, that he might humble
you, testing you to know what was in your
heart, whether you would keep his
commandments or not.



“And he humbled you and let you hunger and
fed you with manna, which you did not know,
nor did your fathers know, that he might make
you know that man does not live by bread
alone, but man lives by every word that comes
from the mouth of the LORD.”

Deuteronomy 8:2-3






“Then the devil took him to the holy city and
set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said
to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down, for it is written,



“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’
and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest
you strike your foot against a stone.””

Matthew 4:5-6






Temptation #2

You are protected ... jump off a tower.

The temptation: “Jesus, you have a promise
... prove it.”

Jesus’ reply: “My calling is to trust
not test.”












“Again, the devil took him to a very high
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of
the world and their glory. And he said to him,
‘All these | will give you, if you will fall down
and worship me.”” Matthew 4:8-9









“From that time Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and
suffer many things from the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the
third day be raised.






“But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind
me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you
are not setting your mind on the things of

God, but on the things of man.””
Matthew 16:21-23



Temptation #3

You are promised an inheritance ... take it.

The temptation: “Jesus, you have suffering
... avoid it.”

Jesus’ reply: “My calling is to serve,
not swerve.”



“Then Jesus said to him, ‘Be gone, Satan! For
It Is written,
“You shall worship the Lord your God
and him only shall you serve.”
Then the devil left him, and behold, angels
came and were ministering to him.”
Matthew 4:10-11















“But each person is tempted when he is lured
and enticed by his own desire. Then desire
when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and
sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.”
James 1:13-15












“For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who in every respect has been
tempted as we are, yet without sin.



“Let us then with confidence draw near to the

throne of grace, that we may receive mercy

and find grace to help in time of need.”
Hebrews 4:14-16















4. allows us to receive ...

e helpintime of need.

e sympathy in time of need.
« confidence in time of need.

e access in time of need.
e mercy and grace in time of need.







