MATTHEW




























“Four different approaches — and yet they are
bound by a common loathing for the gentiles,
a deep-seated hatred or at least wariness for
all those outside the covenant.






“His way is startlingly different: it is the way of
love and of suffering, love of enemies instead
of their destruction; unconditional forgiveness
instead of retaliation;






“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial
when it comes upon you to test you, as
though something strange were happening to

J)

YOU.
1 Peter 4:12












“For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one who in every respect has been
tempted as we are, yet without sin.



“Let us then with confidence draw near to the

throne of grace, that we may receive mercy

and find grace to help in time of need.”
Hebrews 4:15-16






“The gospel of Jesus the Messiah was born,
then, in a land and at a time of trouble,
tension, violence and fear. Banish all thoughts
of peaceful Christmas scenes.






“Already the bones of one wife, several sons,
and multiple distant relatives cluttered the
family tomb as the result of his conviction that
each and every one of them was involved in a
conspiracy to kill him.”

Russ Ramsey



“He was despised and rejected by men, a man
of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as
one from whom men hide their faces he was
despised, and we esteemed him not.”

Isaiah 53:3






“At the same time, in this passage and several
others Matthew insists that we see in Jesus,
even when things are at their darkest, the
fulfillment of scripture.


















2. God is working his plan in the midst of

suffering and evil.
e He is working proactively - 3 dreams

e He is working purposefully -

3 fulfilled prophecies






“A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and
bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her
children; she refuses to be comforted for her
children, because they are no more.”

Jeremiah 31:15



“And he went and lived in a city called
Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the
prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be
called a Nazarene.”

Matthew 2:23






“Sometimes he makes astonishing displays of
his power; while at other times he employs
dark coverings or shadows, from which feeble
rays of it escape.



“This wonderful method of preserving the Son
of God under the cross teaches us, that they
act improperly who prescribe to God a fixed
plan of action.



“Let us permit him to advance our salvation
by a diversity of methods; and let us not
refuse to be humbled, that he may more
abundantly display his glory.















“The struggle with evil and suffering in this
fallen world is only temporary. For God has
already won the decisive battle in this war,
and his ultimate and complete victory is
absolutely certain.



“And if the cross of Jesus Christ shows us that
our God shares in our suffering, then the
resurrection of Jesus Christ demonstrates that
God'’s triumph over evil is assured.”

William L. Kynes






