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Gilant Despair




Christian




"What a fool am | to lie in a foul-smelling
dungeon, when | may as well walk at liberty! |
have a key called Promise, that will, | am sure,
open any lock in Doubting Castle.”

Christian









“He intends to restore you into the radiant
resplendence for which you were created. And
that is dependent not on you keeping yourself
clean but on you taking your mess to him.






“His power runs so deep that he is able to
redeem the very worst parts of our past into
the most radiant parts of our future. But we
need to take those dark miseries to him.”
Dane Ortlund






“Have mercy on me, O God, according to your
steadfast love; according to your abundant
mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me
thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me

from my sin!”
Psalm 51:1-2



“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the
LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

Isaiah 55:8-9



“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call
upon him while he is near; let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he
may have compassion on him, and to our God,
for he will abundantly pardon.



“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the
LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

Isaiah 55:6-9












“Against you, you only, have | sinned and done
what is evil in your sight, so that you may be
justified in your words and blameless in your

judgment.”
Psalm 51:4


















“Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones

that you have broken rejoice. Hide your face

from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.”
Psalm 51.6-9









Mark me as pure and no longer a target of
judgment. (7)

Give me back my joy and gladness. (8)
Wipe my sin from your memory and
extinguish my guilt. (9)






“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew
a right spirit within me. Cast me not away
from your presence, and take not your Holy
Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your
salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.”
Psalm 51:10-12









Two requests:

e Create what is not there at all. (Think new
heart affections that lead to new fruit.)

e Renew what is there, but in a broken and
weak state. (Think of a restoring of joy like
a ruined city.)















“Then | will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you. Deliver me from
bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my
salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of
your righteousness.



“O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will
declare your praise. For you will not delight in
sacrifice, or | would give it; you will not be
pleased with a burnt offering.






“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not
despise.”

Psalm 51:13-17
broken spirit - maimed or crippled



“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a
broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not
despise.”
Psalm 51:13-17
broken spirit - maimed or crippled
contrite heart - crushed or shattered
INto pileces



“Why have you despised the word of the
LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have
struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword
and have taken his wife to be your wife and
have killed him with the sword of the

Ammonites.”
2 Samuel 12:9






“Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; build
up the walls of Jerusalem; then will you
delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings
and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be

offered on your altar.”
Psalm 51:18-19



“Worship, according to Scripture, is an
ongoing captivation of the heart that
overflows into your life to produce desire,

word, and deed.”
Paul Tripp









“Whatever is crumbling all around in your life,
wherever you feel stuck, this remains, un-
deflectable: his heart for you, the real you, is
gentle and lowly. So go to him.



“That place in your life where you feel most
defeated, he is there; he lives there, right
there, and his heart for you, not on the other
side of it but in that darkness, is gentle and
lowly.






