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“The Connecticut troops, whose enlistments
were to expire on December 9, were counting
the days until they could start for home.
Nothing, it seemed, could change their
minds.”

David McCullough



“They desert in large bodies, are sickly, filthy,
divided, and unruly. Putrid disorders, the small
pox in particular, have carried off great
numbers.”

Visitor



“You can come down and receive protection,
and return without molestation on the part of
the King’s troops, and you best know the
situation of the provincial army.



“Do advise Cousin Johnny and Thomas and
Cousin Thomas Jones, for if they do stay out
to the last, they will undoubtedly fare the

worst.”
John Bray



“A spirit of desertion, cowardice, plunder, and

shrinking from duty when attended with

fatigue or danger, prevailed but too generally.”
Joseph Reed



“Such is my situation that if | were to wish the
bitterest curse to an enemy on this side of the
grave, | should put him in my stead with my
feelings....
















































o know - “by this we know”

o evident

“By this it is evident who are the children of
God” (3:10)
phaneros = visible, clear, obvious,
plainly recognized
phaino = shining






o know - “by this we know”

o evident

O Freassure

“By this we shall know that we are of the truth
and reassure our heart before him.”
1 John 3:19












“Let what you heard from the beginning abide
in you. If what you heard from the beginning
abides in you, then you too will abide in the
Son and in the Father.”

1John 2:24



“They went out from us, but they were not of
us; for if they had been of us, they would have
continued with us. But they went out, that it
might become plain that they all are not of

us.
1 John 2:19






“And now, little children, abide in him, so
that when he appears we may have
confidence and not shrink from him in shame

at his coming.”
1 John 2:28



“And now, little children, abide in him, so
that when he appears we may have
confidence and not shrink from him in shame

at his coming.”
1 John 2:28

parresia = freedom, openness, boldness - 4x
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rejected the OT

believed Jesus did not come in the flesh
denied bodily resurrection

viewed sexual intimacy as either ...

o evil - to be abstained from



rejected the OT

believed Jesus did not come in the flesh
denied bodily resurrection

viewed sexual intimacy as either ...

o evil - to be abstained from

o irrelevant - to be indulged in



“That which was from the beginning, which we
have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched

with our hands, concerning the word of life —
1 John 1:



























= Can we know??

= What do we know??

“The life was made manifest, and we have
seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you
the eternal life, which was with the Father
and was made manifest tous —” 1John 1:2





















Three Signs of Life
e Dbelief in Jesus (theological)

“By this you know the Spirit of God: every
spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is from God, and every
spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from
God.” 1John 4:2-3a






Three Signs of Life

e Dbelief in Jesus (theological)

« obedience (ethical)

“.. but whoever keeps his word, in him

truly the love of God is perfected. By this we
may know that we are in him: whoever says
he abides in him ought to walk in the same
way in which he walked.” 1 John 2:5-6







“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is
from God, and whoever loves has been born
of God and knows God. Anyone who does not
love does not know God, because God is love.”
1John 4:7-8



“As someone who’s been struggling with
[assurance] for some years, | am sorry to say
this brief explanation can be so misleading.
Not to be hateful.



“l| follow your blog regularly and respect what
you do. But who out there can confidently say
they live without wickedness within or love
their fellow ‘Christians’ without fail?”
ANonymous



“And Mr. DeYoung, as well-intended as he may
be, ultimately makes salvation rest on me and
my efforts rather than on Christ and the
Cross.”

ANonymous












Three Main Objections

1.  We should never look at ourselves for
assurance.

2. We never really love God or love our
neighbor.

3. This approach to assurance makes me
doubt my salvation.



“At the heart of all three objections is the
assumption - more unstated than argued from
Scripture - that living an obedient Christian
life is not possible,












“That which was from the beginning, which we
have heard, which we have seen with our

eyes, which we looked upon and have touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life —



“the life was made manifest, and we have seen
It, and testify to it and proclaim to you the
eternal life, which was with the Father

and was made manifest to us —



“that which we have seen and heard we
proclaim also to you, so that you too may
have fellowship with us; and indeed our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son

Jesus Christ.
























“but the irrational deadweight of my old
skeptical habits, and the spirit of this age, and
the cares of the day, steal away all my lively
feeling of the truth, and often when | pray |
wonder if | am not posting letters to a non-
existent address.


















WERE\EXCITED TO

PROVIDE ALL LEaned\ C) ICK THE QR
GLUTEN FREE i Lrrrg S CODE TO SEE

BREAD FOR 2 X1/ THE INGREDIENTS
COMMUNION! '







