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Pulitzer Prize-Winning Author of GUILAG and IRON CURTAIN

ANNE
APPLEBAUN

STALIN'S WAR
ON UKRAINE

“Applebaum’s account will surely becoms the standard treatment of one of
history’s great poltical atrocities.” —Timothy Snyder, The Washingdon Post



“Stalin appears to have been motivated by the
goal of transforming the Ukrainian nation into
his idea of a modern, proletarian, socialist
nation, even if this entailed the physical
destruction of broad sections of its
population.”

Trevor Erlacher
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“Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the
people who were with him rose early and
encamped beside the spring of Harod. And
the camp of Midian was north of them, by the

hill of Moreh, in the valley.”
Judges 7:1
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1. Build up




1. Build up
« Gideon’s army is too big. (2-8)




1. Build up
« Gideon’s army is too big. (2-8)

The Lord said to Gideon, ‘The people with
you are too many for me to give the
Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast
over me, saying, “My own hand has saved
me.”

Judges 7:2



“Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the
people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and
trembling, let him return home and hurry away
from Mount Gilead.” Then 22,000 of the
people returned, and 10,000 remained.”
Judges 7:3



o lappers




o lappers
o slurpers




“And the number of those who lapped,
putting their hands to their mouths, was 300

men, but all the rest of the people knelt down
to drink water.



“And the Lord said to Gideon, ‘With the 300
men who lapped | will save you and give the
Midianites into your hand, and let all the
others go every man to his home.”

Judges 7:6-7



1. Build up
e Gideon’s army is too big. (2-8)
 Gideon’s faith is too small. (9-18)




“When Gideon came, behold, a man was
telling a dream to his comrade. And he said,
‘Behold, | dreamed a dream, and behold, a
cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of
Midian and came to the tent and struck it so
that it fell and turned it upside down, so that
the tent lay flat.’



“And his comrade answered, ‘This is no other
than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a
man of Israel; God has given into his hand
Midian and all the camp.’



“As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the
dream and its interpretation, he worshiped.
And he returned to the camp of Israel and
said, ‘Arise, for the Lord has given the host of

Midian into your hand.”
Judges 7:13-15



1. Build up
2. Stand up




“Every man stood in his place around the
camp, and all the army ran. They cried out and
fled.”

Judges 7:21



1. Build up

2. Stand up
3. Mop up




“And the men of Israel were called out from

Naphtali and from Asher and from all

Manasseh, and they pursued after Midian.”
Judges 7:23



What is God teaching us in Judges 77



What is God teaching us in Judges 77

* God displays his strength in our weakness

for his glory and our joy!



“And he said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if a
man should scatter seed on the ground. He
sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed
sprouts and grows; he knows not how. The
earth produces by itself, first the blade, then
the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But when
the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle,

because the harvest has come.”
Mark 4:26-29



“And he said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if a
man should scatter seed on the ground. He
sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed
sprouts and grows; he knows not how. The
earth produces by itself, first the blade, then
the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But when
the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle,

because the harvest has come.”
Mark 4:26-29



“For by grace you have been saved through
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no
one may boast.



“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ

Jesus for good works, which God prepared

beforehand, that we should walk in them.”
Ephesians 2:8-10



“But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in
the world to shame the strong; God chose
what is low and despised in the world,

even things that are not, to bring to nothing
things that are, so that no human being might
boast in the presence of God.



“And because of him you are in Christ Jesus,
who became to us wisdom from God,
righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, so that, as it is written, ‘Let the
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

1 Corinthians 1:27-31



“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for
you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore | will boast all the more
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may rest upon me.



“For the sake of Christ, then, | am content with
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions,
and calamities. For when | am weak, then | am

strong.”
2 Corinthians 12:9-10



