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Welcome to Open Your Eyes!

We are so excited that you have set aside time in your busy schedule {0 focus vour attention on the
issue of childhood sexual abuse, We hope this begins a dialogue in your churches and in our region on
this sensitive topic.

The idea for this conference grew out of two events that have impacted North Hills Community Church
over the lasi couple of years, Both events prompted us to seek information about respanding to and
caring far those whe have survived the trauma of childhood sexual abuse.

The first event was a meeting in town hetween ane of our pastors and an adult survivar of abuse. Over a
period of about six months, our paster fistened to this person’s story and was deeply impacted by the
severe hurt and extremely poor response of her church family. For this pastor the issue of childhood
sexual abuse now had a real face and a detailed story.

At about the same time, several of our pastors were having lunch discussing the issue of childhood
sexuai abuse, It became apparent that while we desired to handle the Tssue both biblically and legally we
did not have a way to ensure consistency and compliance with the law. We left that lunch convinced we
needed to deveiop and implement a holistic plan that would wisely serve our church families. This plan
would also enable us to be proactive by minimizing opportunities for on-campus abuse. To be effective,
every mandated reporter on staff would reed to be trained to follow the plan should the need arise.

The heart behind our desire for a plan was clear that day as well. We want to protect all children from
harm: they are gifts from God from the time they are conceived until they reach adulthood. Christ-
followers protect God'’s little ones. We spent time in research and reached out in two directions for
help: the Julie Valentine Center (J¥C} here in Greenville, and a national organization called GRACE. **

WWC cares for and serves survivors of abuse and actively supported our efforts to prepare and educate
our staff. We have also come to value our relationship with them because of the specialized services
they offer, including child forensic interviews, trauma-informed treatment, and training for legally
mandated reporters. After touring their facility and meeting with members of WG, we feal very
comfortabie calling on them far assistance to determine both legal and healthy responses to sexual
abuse.

When we bagan to interact with JVC, GRACE was in the initial stages of establishing a relationship with a
iocal organization in Greenville. As our paths converged, connections were made and our shared burden
for churches in the upstate became clear. The idea for a conference began organically; all three
organizations seemed to recognize that the time was right to move forward in a public way.

Glorifying God as a Caring Community of Christlike Disciple-makers



For our part (NHCC), we believe that God was on the maove in our area to bring this issue to the minds of
churches and their leadership and we wanted to be part of what God was doing. We recognized that we
needed help becoming prepared and believed other churches may feel this way, too. We were clear
with GRACE and JVC: we are students seeking to learn and we neaded their help. In short, that is how

we got here to Open Your Eyes.

Our goal is to prepare you, as a church leader to respond both legally and hiblically to childhood sexual
abuse. We are hopeful, as well that you will leave better prepared to compassionately serve survivors of
childhood sexual abuse in your own churches and communities. To accomplish afl of this, we've sought
the expertise of national leaders in the field of child sexual abuse to teach and encoUrage us. We are so

glad you are here.
The conversation has bhegun.
Sincerely,

e

Ryan Ferguson

Pastor of Community Connection
On behalf of the elders

North Hills Community Church

**GRACE stands for Godly Response to Abuse in the Christian Environment.
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- Agenda

Friday, September 20, 2013

6:30pm

6:45pm

7.45pm

&:00pm

9:00pm

Welcome, Announcements and Invocation - Ryan Ferguson

Session 1-- Diane Langherg, PhD.
Sexual Abuse in a Christian Fnvironment

Break

Session 2 -- Justin Holcomb, MDiv., PhD, _
A Pastoral Perspective on Addressing Sexual Abuse

Adjourn

Saturday, September 21, 2013

9:00am

G:05am

10:05am

10:15am
131:15am

13:30am

12:30pm

12:45pm

1:45pm

2:00pm

3:00pm

Welcome and Announcements - Ryan Ferguson

Session 3 — Boz Tchividfian, 1.D.
Sexual Offenders in the Christian Community

‘Break

Breakout #1 -- Shauna Galloway-Williams, ME&d., LPC and Kim Ponce, B.S,
Dynamics of Child Sexual Abuse and Mandated Reporting

Break: Lunch pick-up in room 104 {see map} - return to your seat to eat and listen to
the panel discussion!

Lunich and Pane! Discussion:

Boz Tchividjian, L.D., Executive Director of GRACE, and Professor of Law, Liberty Unlversity
Victar Vieth, 1.D., Director, National Child Protection Training Center

Shauna Gafloway-Williams, Executive Director, lufie Valentine Center

Peter Hubbard, Pastor, North Hills Community Church

Bobr Parry, Investigator, Greenvilie County Sheriff’s Office — Crimes Against Children Unit
Break

Breakout #2 -- Boz Tchividjian, 1.D. :
Responding with Excellence: A Case Study

Break

Session 4 -~ Victor Vieth, J.b.
A Coif for Collaboration Between the Faith and Child Protective Communities

Clasing Remarks — Boz Tchividjian






Open Your Eyes

A Conference on Childhood Sexual Abuse and the Foith-Based Community
Friday and Saturdoy, September 20-21, 2013
North Hills Community Church, Taylors, 5C

Friday Evening: Session 1 -- Diane Langberg, Ph.D.

Sexual Abuse in Christian Organizations .

ftis heartbreaking that sexuat abuse occurs in Christian arganizations. The ensuing damage of that
abuse is compounded when institutions deny or hide that abuse. This presentation witl consider how
our systems often protect themselves rather than vulnerable sheep, through deception and an abuse of

power. We will also reflect on what true repentance looks like and some principles that should govern
our responses to abuse,

Friday Evening: Session 2 -- Justin Holcomb, M.Div,, J.D.

A Pastoral Perspective on Addressing Sexual Abuse

This session will explore what the Bible says about the darkness and grief experienced by wct1ms of
sexual assault. We will take a close look at how the Gospel applies to the experience of sexual assault
including its effects in victim's lives. We will also consider sevaral practical, informed and compassicnate
ways pastors and clergy should respond to victims of sexual trauma while avoiding platitudes and
shallow theology,

Saturday Morning: Session 3 -- Boz Tchivijdian, 1.D,

Sexual Offenders in the Christian Community: How do they operate and how do we respond?
Churches and Christian ministries are attractive environments for sexual offenders, This presentation is
designed to educate the audience about the mind, motive, and behavior of high risk sexual offenders.
Research and experience will e the basis for providing participants with basic insights into how sexual
offenders with faith communities exploit and distort religious beliefs in order to access children and
keep them stlent. Building upon the information learned about the mind of sexual offenders, GRACE will
present the need for Christian institutions to adopt comprehensive child safeguarding policies and
reporting protocols that serve abuse survivors and follow the law.

Saturday Afternoon: Closing Keynote Session -- Victor Vieth, 1.D.

A Call for Collaberation Between the Faith and Child Protective Communities

I this session, participants will learn the dynamics that cause friction between the faith and child
protection comumunities, the cost of the friction, and concrete strategies for building bridges between
these communities. At the core of this dilermuma is that both groups know far too little about the work of
the other. The sad consequence of the “unknown™ is that children are more likely to fali through the
cracks in our faith and child protective communities.



Breakout Sessions

#1- Dynamics of Child Sexual Abuse and Mandated Reporting

Presented by: Shauna Galloway-Williams and Kim Ponce

How are mandated reporters supposed to respond to suspected cases of childhood sexual abuse? What
sre some of the common misconceptions about the responsibilities of mandated reporters? This
session will explore how children typically disclose abuse, and explain the laws regarding mandated
reporting in South Carolina. The objective of this session is to equip participants to identify and respond
to suspicions and disclosures of abuse in accordance with their fegal and moral responsibiliies.

#2- Responding with Excellence: A Case Study

Presented by: Boz Tchividjian

Thirteen year old Benjomin discloses to his father that he has been sexually abused by long time elder,
Torm Wotts. What would you do? This interactive presentation focuses on a fiypothetical situation
involving a sexual abuse disclosure in the fictional Battlecresk Christian Church. Together we will walk
through the disclosure process from the perspective of the church and discuss its responsibility to each
party involved. The objective of this session s to educate and equip the Christian community on how 10
respond to child sexual abuse disclosures in @ manner that demonstrates love for the hurting and

obedience to the law.

Saturday Lunch Discussion Panel

Boz Tchividjian, 1.D., Executive Director of GRACE, and Professor of Law, Liberty University
Victor Vieth, 1.D., Directar, Natfonal Child Protection Training Center

Shauna Galloway-Williams, Executive Director, Julie Valentine Center

Peter Hubbard, Pastor, North Hills Community Church o ,

Bob Perry, [nvestigator, Greenville County Sheriff's Office - Crimes Against Children Unit

This panel will discuss questions submitted in advance by conference participants. Participants may
submit questions for the panel ahead of time via text to text@nhccenline.com, index cards are
svailable at the Resource Table in the lobby for those who don't text. All questions must be submitted

by 1{:30am Saturday morning.




‘Speaker Biographies

Justin Holcomb, M.Div,, PhD.
Minister, Author _ :
Justin Holcomb is an Episcopal priest and an adjunct professor of theology and philosophy at Reformed

Theological Seminary. He holds two masters degrees from Reformed Theoiogical Seminary and a Ph.D. from
Emory University. :

He and his wife, Lindsey, are authors of Rid of My Disgrace: Hope ang Healing for Victims of Sexaal Assault.
Their new book, Save Me from Violence: Hope and Healing for Domestic Victims is released Feb 2014.

Mr. Holeomb serves on the boards of REST {Real Fscape frem the Sex Trade) and GRACE {Godly Response to
Abuse in Christian Environments}. He also serves on the coundl board of the Biblical Counseling Coalition.

Diane Langberg, Ph.D.
Author, Psychologist, and Director of Diane Langberg, Ph.D,, & Associates -
Diane Langberg is a practicing psychologist whose dinical expertise includes 35 years of working with

trauma survivors and clergy. She speaks internationally on topics related to women, trauma, roindstry and
the Christian life.

She is the director of Diane Langberg, Ph.D. & Associates, a group practice in suburban Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, staffed by Christian psychelogists, social workers and counselors. The staff has expertise in
many areas, including sexuat and domestic abuse, addictions, depression and eating disorders. They work
with adults, children and adolescents, and couples,

Dr. Langberg is 2 faculty member of Westminster Theological Seminary. She is the author of Counsel for
Pastors' Wives (Zondervan), Counseling Survivors of Sexual Abuse (Xulon Press), and Gn the Threshold of
Hope: Opening the Doorto Healing for Survivors of Sexual Abuse {Tyndale House). Dr. Langberg is a calumnist
for Christian Counseling Today and contributes to many other publications.

Dr. Langberg is Chair of the Ixecutive Board of the American Association of Christian Counsalors, serves on
the boards of GRACE (Godly Response to Abuse in a Christian Environment), the Society of Christian
Psychology, and World Reformed Fellowship, She is also founder of The Place of Refuge, an inner-city, non-
profit trauma and training center. Dr. Langberg is the recipient of the Distinguished Alumna for Professional
Achievemnent from Taylor University, the American Association of Christian Counselor's Caregiver Award,
and the Philadelphia Council of Clergy’s Christian Service Award, She is married and has two sons.

Basvie 'Boz’ Tchividiian, J.D.

Founder and Executive Director of GRACE, Professor of Law at Liberty University School of Law

Boz Tchividjian is a former Assistant State Attorney, Seventh Judicial Circuit {1994-2001). While in that
position, he was Chief Prasecutor for the Sexual Crimes Division, gaining much experience in cases involving
sexual abuse and harassment. He has served as an Adjunct Professor at Stetson University, and during his
time in ¢central Florida, served as the attorney for the Child Adviocacy Center In Daytona Beach, Florida, as
well as serving as a member of the Advisory Board for the Center. He served as Lecturer for the Florida
Prosecuting Attorneys Association Seminars and as a Speaker at the Florida Conference on Child Abuse.

in late 2003, Mr. Tchividilan helped found G.R.A.C.E. and has spent the past years developing GRACE and
creating relationships with other Christian organizations who have a similar passion concerning this subject.
He has spoken extensively on this subject at various events including the conferences spansored by the
American Assoclation of Christian Counselors and the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church of
America (PCA). Mr. Tchividjian and his family five near Lynchburg, Virginia where he serves as a law
professor at Liberty University School of taw.



Victor Vieth, J.D, .

Executive Director, National Child Protection Training Center {NCPIC)

Mr. Vieth has trained thousands of child-protection professionals from all 50 states, two U.S, Territories,
and 17 countries on numerous topics pertaining to child abuse investigations, prosecutions and prevention.
He gained national recognition for his work in addressing child abuse in small communities as a prosecutor
‘i rural Minnesota. He has been named to the Fresident’s Honor Roll of the American Professional Society
on the Abuse of Children. The Young Lawyers Division of the American Bar Association named him one of
the 721 Young Lawyers Leading us Into the 21st Century.” Mr. vieth has been instrumental in implementing
22 state and internationat forensic interview training programs and dozens of undergraduate and graduate

programs on child maltreatment.

Mr. Vieth has published countless articles related to the investigation, prosecution and prevention of child
abuse and neglect. He is author of Unto the Third Generation, a bold initiative that outlines the necessary
steps we must all take to eliminate child abuse in America in three generations.

Mr. Vieth graduated magna cum laude from W5U and earned his Jurls Roctor from Hamline University
School of Law (HUSL), While studying at HUSL, he received the American lurisprudence award for
achievernent in the study of Constitutionat law and served as editor-in chief of the Law Reviaw.

Victor Vieth serves as the Fxecutive Director of the National Child protection Training Center (NCPTC), a
state of the art training complex focated o the campus of Winona State University {(WSU), NCPTC includes
five moot court reoms, four forensic interview rooms and a “mock house” in which to conduct simulated
chitd zbuse investigations. NCPTC staff provides intensive instruction for undergraduate students and
current professionals in the flald on how fo better recognize, reatt, and respond to children who are being
abused. The Center trains approximately 15,000 child protection professiorials each year.

Shauna Galloway-Williams, M.Ed,, LPC

Executive Director, Julie Valentine Center
M. Galloway-Williams has more than 17 years of experience in the field of mental health, specializing In

child abuse and sexual assault. As a licensed professional counselor, she conducts forensic interviaws,
nrovides expert witness testimony, conducts training in the field of child abuse and sexual assault, and

facilitates groups Tor non-offending caregivers.

Ms. Galloway-Williams received her BA In Psychology at Winthrop University and her M.Ed. in Counseling at
Clemson. She serves as board president of the SC Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers, as an adjunct
faculty member of the USC Upstate CAST program, and a member of the Silent Tears task force. Ms.
Galloway-Williams is passionately committed to helping children and families to navigate the storm of child
ahuse and sexual assault and to see an end to these crimes inour commuitity,

Wi Ponce, B.5.

Director, Child Advocacy Center of the Julig Valentine Center

Ms. Ponce has been privileged to with courageous children and families facing abuse since 2006, She also
coardinates the multi-disciplinary team of child abuse professionals which meets weekly to discuss open
cases of physical and sexual abuse. She Is committed to educating others about child abuse and building a

trauma-informed community in Greenville, South Carolina.

Ms. Ponce earned a BS in Experimental Psychology at the University of South Carolina, Upstata, Sheis
currently-pursuing a MS in Mental Health Counseling with a frauma and crisis focus at Waldern University.

-

-



Conference Partners

GRACE (Godly Response to Abuse in the Christian Environment}

WW.netgrace.org '

The mission of GRACE is to empower the Christian community through education and training 1o recognize
and respond 10 the sin of child abuse. GRACE is an organization whose sole purpose is to equip and assist
the Church and those within the Christian community to fulfill Mark 9:36-37.

Julie Valentine Center

www. julievalentinecenter.org .
The mission of Julie Valentine Center is to eliminate child abuse and sexual violence. IVC works to achigve
this by stopping child abuse and sexual viclence before it happens {prevention), reducing trauma and re-
establishing safety for victims and their families {crisis intervention), and engaging survivers in the healing
process through compassionate, comprehensive treatment,

We are grateful for financial contributions from these churches and ministries, Thank you for
making this conference possibie!

Augusta Heights Baptist Church: “Our mission is to reach out to both the physical and spiritual needs of
people..we seek to offer what we can through our gifts and resources,” www.ouqustaheights.com

North Hiils Community Church: “Our purpose is To Glorify God as a Caring Community of Christ like Disciple
Makers.” www.nhcconfine. com

still Wind Ministries: “We are o multifoceted Christion counseling ministry that meets the spiritusi and
emationai needs of hurting people in the upstate of South Caroling.” www.stillwindministries.org

Special thanks to the Open Your Eyes conference committee: Ryan Fergusson, Boz Tchividjian,
Shauna Galloway-Williams, Laura Thien, and Lynn Adams,
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SEXUAL ABUSE IN CHRISTIAN ORGANIZATIONS  Dr. Dizne Langberg -~ Session 1

“We mmst oppose every form of alienation,
liberate people from every kand of oppression,

and denounce evil and injustice wherever they exist.”
frm The Tavranne Covenent, The Lavusenne Congress, 1974

I. Definition of Sexual Abuse in Christian Organizatons

I1. Thiee Brief Cases

A. Michael, Sara, Mehssa

B. Questons to consider
1. What did the abuse teach shout the self?
2. What did the abuse teach ahout the Christian fith ot Scripiures?

3. YWhat did the abuse teach about God?

L Tacts
A, Statistics
B. Types of sexual abuse
1. Visual
2. Verbal

3. Physical

IV, Impact of Sexudl Abuse on Vicoms
A, Factors

B. Possible symptoms

V. Culture of Systems

Dizne Langberg, Phil.
www chane langberg com



V1. Components of Sexma Abuse

A, Deception of self and others
B. Coercion

VII.  Power and Vulnerability

A Dchnition
B. Kinds of Power

VI Offenders and Repentance

A, Chuzeh naive about sin
B. Whart grace does not naean
C. Repentance of habitzated sin never immediate

D. We assume we know people

. Governing Principles

A. Child sexual abuse is Jlegal

B. Treatment of offenders very complf:x
C. Clergy sexual abuse

D. Kingdom of the heart

E. Primaty call of the church

. Concluston

Diare Langberg, FILTY.
wwwianelinghemn com

o
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Case Study

John Evans has beén the pastor of Batilecreek Christian Church for the past two years. As a
young pastor of a struggling church of 2pproximately 400 members, Pastor Fvans has constanthy
had power struggles with certain elders. Though ke believes God has called him to this chureh,
Pastor Evans does not believe that he has developed the fifll support of his church leadership.
Late last night, Pastor Evans received a call from Mr. Long who was extremely emotional and
shaken up. The Longs have been members of Battlecreek Christian Church for approximately
one year. They have three sons, ages 3, 8, and 13. The 13 year olds name is Benjamin and he has
a reputation withie the church for being disrespectful and hanging out with the “wrong crowd.”
In fact, on a few occasions, Mr, & Mrs. Long have sought counsel from Pastor Evans regarding
therr son’s seemiingly unruly and rebellious behavior,

Tao the great shock of Pastor Evans, Mr. Long informs him that Benjamin had just disclosed that

‘he has been repeatedly sexually abused by ruling elder, Tom Watts, This abuse began after Mr.
Watts started to volunteer with the church youth group approximately 7 months earlier. The
abuse has allegedly gone on without the knowledge of any other person.

Mr. Watls is a 52 year old partner in the City’s oldest and most prestigious law firm. He has been -
a member of Battleereek Christian Church for the past 25 years and has been a ruling elder for
the past 10 years. Mr. Watts has an impeccable reputation amongst both the community and the
congregation. He has been married to Nancy for the past 30 years and they have four grown
children. Mr, Watts has always volunteered to assist with any part of the church ministry where
there was a need. Seven months ago, he volunteered to assist with the youth group when fhe
youth. director was abruptly terminated for inappropriate behavior with one of the kids, Pastor
Evans has heard nothing but praises from both the youth and their parents regarding the work of
Mr. Waitts. However, it is widely kmown that Benjamin Long was extremely close ta the last
youth director and was extremely upset when he was terminated. Benjamin has repeatedly told a
number of people that “Mr. Watts just isn’t like David {the previous director)” and that he wishes
“David could come back.”

Mr. Watts has provided Pastor Evans with much encouragement and support in his dealings with
some of the more difficult session members. Pastor Evans considers Tom Watts a close peisonal
friend and mentor.

WWw.netigrace,org



As Mr. Long is telling Pastor Evans ghout -this disclosure, Pastor Evans suddenly recalls a
conversation he had with Tom Watts shortfy after he had become the pastor at Battlecreek
Christian Church. Mr, Watts had confided ip Pastor Evans that when he was nineteen years old,
he had been falsely accused of sexually molesting a 12 vear old boy. He told Pastor Evans that
the charges were eventually dropped after the familics had reached an out of court settlement. At
the time of the conversation, Tom Watis told Pastor Evans that the incident had scarred him
emotionally for fife. He also told Pastor Evans that nobedy ¢lse at Battlecreek was aware of this

meident.

Mr. Long has not told anyone else about Bepjamin’s disclosure, and does not belicve that Mr.
Watts had any knowledge that Benjammin has told anyone. He tells you that dunng s disclosure,
Benjarnin had pumerons spiritual questions such as, Why did God let this happen to me? Where
s God when My, Watts was touching me? I didnt tell anyone because I was sinning with Mr.
Watts? Am I still a virgin in God's eyes? Mr. Long admiits that he could not answer Benjarmin’s
questions and is afraid that his son is going to hate God for the rest of his life. He asks you for
suggestions as to what types of services and resources may be available for Benjamin and the
family as they confront this difficult matter. Before hanging up, Mr. Long indicates that you are

the only person outside of the farnily that Benjamin is willing to meet with concerning the abuse.

He also tells Pastor Evans that the family wants to fully support Benjamin and has decided to
seek pastoral counsel as to what steps they should take next as a result of this disclosure.

After some thought, Pastor Evans requests an energency meeting with his church lsadership for
the purpose of discussing and deciding how Battlecreek Christian Church should respond to this

crisis.
Seme Questions to Consider:

Who attends emergency leadership mecting?

What jssues need to'be addressed at emergency meeting?

How can the Clhurch best serve Benjamin Long and his family during this crisis?
How can the Church best serve Tom Watts and his family during this crisis?
How can the Church best serve its congregation during this crisis?

How can the Church best serve the watching community during this ¢risis?

WL Ieigrace.arg

L









Local and Web Resources

Ta report suspected child sexual abuse in the upstate of South Carolina: 864 467-7750

National Sexual Assault Hotline: 1-800-656-HOPE {4673}
National Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-5AFE {7233)

These hotlines are free, contidential, and available 24 hours a day, 7 days 2 week.

GRACE "Godly Response to Abuse in the
Christian Environment” www.netgrace.org

“...2 non-profit organization made up of highly trained and experienced
multi-disciplinary profassionals who seek to educate and smpower the
Christian community to identify, confront and respond to the sin of child
ahusa.”

Julie Valentine Center, Greenville, SC
wwiw julievalentinecenter.org, 864 331-0560

"Praviding trauma-focused thermpy by licensed professionals for children
and adult victims of sexual assault and abuse, forensic interviewing for child
victims of sexual assault, and community aducation,”

Grace Harbor Counseling Ministries,
Greenville, 5C Jon Hagen

*..our ministry functions as a counseling support arm of the local church. We
come alongside the counselee o1 the counseling Christian in an effort to
assist the local church and develoap degrees of giftadness within the

3 www.graceharborministries.org 864 915-7070 | community of Christ,”

The Counseling Sohitions Group, Inc.,

Greenville, SC Rick Thomas Locat and web resnurce for bibiical counseling, coaching, consultations and
4 | www.RickThomas.Net 8§64 905-3663 instructionsl materials,

Greenville Counseling Associates

www.greanvillecounseling.com “_.a group of trained professionals wha offer outpatient therapy services for
5 | 864 877-7025

individuals, couples, or groups,”

PRASSO Ministries, Taylors, 5C
Laura Baker www.prassoministries.com 864
244-2954

"PRASE} is 8 12-week discipleship program that includes a teaching
element, as well as, hamework lessons that provide biblicai tools for the
student to carry throughout each day and throughout their lifetime."

5till Wind Ministries, Greenville, 5C
www.stillwindministries,org 864-234-1150

¥ ..a multi-faveted Christian counsefing ministry to meet the spiritual and
emotional needs of buriing people in the upstate of South Carodina.”
Experienced In counseling child and aduir victims of sexual and physical
abuse,

New Day Counseling Ministries, Easley, 5C
Kym 5. McManus 864 907-3584

Kym Mchanus s 3 Licensed Chnical Chyistian Counselor “dedicated to
counseling others n 2 grece-centered and safe environment,” and
expetienced in the area of counseling victims of sexual and physical abuse.

Compass of Carelina, Greenville, 5C
whww.compassofecarolina.org

tocal: 864 467-3434  All other areas: 1 800
203-9652

A comprehensive community resouwrce for cdinical counseling senvices,
including intervention and education, Family Violence Intervention Program,
and the Second Chance Program for adolescents

10

Safe Harbor, Greenville, 5C
hitp:/fsafeharborsc.org/

24-Hour Crisis Line: 1.800.291,2139
Administrative Offices: 864.467.1177

“offer a continuum of services, providing safe emergency shaiter,
counseling, legai advoracy, and transitional bousing, as well 3s community
cutreach and teen dating violence education in Greenvilie, Pickens,
Anderson, and Oconee counties.”

11

SCCADVASA, SC Coalition Against Domestic
Violence and Sexuat
Assaulthttp://www.sccadvasa.org/

*..a statewide roalition made up of the 23 domestic vialence and sexual
assault advecacy programs in South Carolina.” Excellent resource for focal

-and national statistics, training oppertunities, information on prevention
( g p +

and how ta help a victim in crisis,

12

Silent Tears
www.silenttearssc.org

“Giving a Voice to Child Sexual Abuse” in South Caralina. Research findings
in the state of South Carolina compiled from &00 Child Protection
professionals. Resource forlocal and statewide news, statistics, and
advacacy in the srea of childhood abuse and sexual ahuse.

13

SC Chiidren’s Law Center
www.chifdlaw.sc.edu

{nformation on Mandatary Reporting laws in South Caraling, and printable
training resources and professional trafning opportunities
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Child Sexual Abuse - Startling Statistics
Predatars, Pedophtiles, Rapists, and other Sex Offenders, Anna C. Salter, PhD

Abel Study:

*» 235 molesters -> 38,000 incidents -> 17,000 total victims

* Menwho méiested out of home female victims -> averaged 20 victims
*  Men who mojested out of home male victims -> averagéd 150 victims

* 561 sexual offenders (adult rape, child molestation, exhibitionism, voyeurism]) -
291,000 incidents -> 195,000 total victims = 2 ¥ Superdomes

3% = Chance of getling caught
Russell Study:

»  28% of women -> molested as children under the age of 14
+  38% of women -»> molested as children under the age of 18

+  9%-16% of boys in the U.S. -> molested before the age of 18
5% = child sexual abuse that had been reported to law enforcernent _

Van Wyk Study (unpublished):

» 23 sexual offenders entered program admitted an average of 3 victims each
Faced with a polygraph and the necessity of passing it -> 174 victims each

Anna Salter Interviews:
» Sexual offenders -> admitted to roughly 10 - 1,250 victims

+  100% of interviewed offenders ~> previously reported by children and the reports were
ignored. '

www.netgrace.org
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The Victims

According to the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division:

In 2010:

There were 1,439 cases of forcible rape reported to law enforcement, in addition
to:

- 327 cases of forcible sodomy
- 217 cases of sexual assault with an object
- 1,468 cases of forcible fondling

in 2009:
There were 1,649 cases of forcible rape reported to law enforcement

Age of the Victims:
- 8.1% were under 10 years of age

- 35.9% were 10-17 years of age

- 38.1% were 18-34 yeé rs of age

- 1B6.1% were 35-54 years of age

- 1.8% were 55 years of age or older

**Erom 1975 to 2009, the rape rate in South Carolina has increased 37.6%

** South Carolina’s rape rate has exceeded the national rate since 1932 {29 years)



According to the 16 Direct Service Rapé Crisis Centers across 5C;

in 2016:

5,104 primary victims of sexual assault received services from these programs

Gender of Victims Served:
- 4,188 Female

. 768 Male

- 148 Unidentified

Age of Victims Served:
- 1,455 11 years of age and younger

- 1,102 12-17 years of age

- 2,362 18-64 years of age

- A4 were 65 years of age and older
- 141 Age of Victim was unknown

Race of Victims Served:

- 1,549 African American
- 29 Asian

- 2,756 Caucasian

- 182 Hispanic

- 31 Native American

- 102 Other

- 455 Unknown

In 474 cases, substances were used (including marijuana, alcohol, narcotics,
Rohypnol or other benzo diazipanes, etc.) by the victim and/or perpetrator.

2 460 secondary victims of sexual assault were served by these programs
(including individuals other than the primary victims directly affected by the crime

such as: significant others, children, friends, etc.)

7,207 emergency hotline calls were answered by these programs

P



WHAT TO SAY, AND NOT
SAY, TO A VICTIM OF
SEXUAL ASSAULT

Justin gnd Lindsey Holeomb {/quthors/fustinand-tindsey-hol » Sexual Assault {/categories/sernal-nssanlt)
Counseling {/eategories/counseling)

Because sexual assault is a form of vietimization that is particularly stigmatized in American society,
many victims seffer in silence, which only intensifies beir distress and disgrace. There is a societal
impulse to blame tranmatized individuals for their suffering. Research findings suggest blaming victins
for post-trammatic symptorms is not only wrong but also contributes to the vicious cyole of
raumatization. Vicdms experiencing negative social reactions have poorer adjustment. Research has
proven that the only social reactions related to better adjustment by vietims are being believed and
being lstened to by others. '

WHAT TO SAY
Below s a list of things to say that would support and encourage a victing
I believe you.
Thavk you for telling me,
Haow can I help?
Fm glad you're taikiné with ma.
I'm glad you're safe now,

T wasn't vour faulk.



Your reaction is not an uncomon Fesponst.

i's understandable vou feel that way.

You're not going crazy; these are noral reactions following an assavit.
Things may Dot ever be the same, but they can get hetter.

1t's OF o ory.

1 can't imagine how terrible your experience must have besn,

T'm: sorry this happened to you

WHAT NOT TO SAY
Hurtful reactons toward vicdms may be inlentional {victim blaming) or they may arise from neffective
atternpts to show compassion by people who mean well (like asking invasive questions regarding the

assault, which can cause revictimization and more suffering for the victin).
Below is a list of things not to say, because tﬁey shame, Blame, or doubt the victim:

1 know how you feel.

I.un'd erstaid,

Voureluckythat . ..

T} take some time, bt vouw'll get over it

Why don’t you tell me more details about what happerned.

I can imagine how you feel.

Don't worry, it’s going to be all right.

Trjf to be strong. .

Out of tragedies, good things happen.

Tine heals all wounds.

Tt was God's will,

You need to forg,‘ive and move on.

Catimn down and iy to relax.

You should get on with your life.

Ways you can help a victim
Listen. Dair't be fudgimental.
Let them know the assaukft(s) was not their fault.
Lat them know they did what was necessary to prevent feriher harm.
Reasgure the surnvivor that he or she is cared for and loved.
Be patient. Remember, it will take him or her some time lo deal with the crime.
Encourage the sextial assault victim 1o seek medical attention.

Empower the victim. Don't teil them what they sheuld do ur make decisions on their hehalf,
P



present the sptons and help them thiok through them.

Encourage the survivor to talk about the assault{z) with an advocate, pastor, mental health

professional, baw-enforcement officer, or someone they trust,
T.et them know they do not have to manage this crisis alone.

Remember that sexual assault vicims bave different neads (what may have heen beneficial for

one person might not work for another},

Remember not to ask for probing questions about the assault. Probing questions cap canse
reviclirnization. Follow the victinm's lead and listen,

Adapted from Justin and Lindsey Holcamb's book Rid of My Disgrace: Hope and Healing for
/RidofMylisgraceHopeandHealingforVictimeofSexualAsseultReLit Paperpach/ dp/1433515089
Aaggstheresurgence-20).
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Hope and Healing for Victims of Sexual Assault.
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Mandy’s Story

By the timnelI'wastwenty-one it seemed like sexual abuse, sexual assanle,
and sexual addiction would always somehow bea part of my life, But by
that age I had found comfort knowing that T was the one in control of
sex; itwouldn'tbe used againstme, but ratherIwould useit to manipu-
late and toy with men the way I had been “toyed” with for years. But that
sense of control was exposed as a He the week before my twenty-second
birthday.I was outdancingatanightclub and after the bar dlosed T was
invited into the VIP room. It was in that reom where four or five men
raped me and left me in tears on the floor. I was never in control.

Por the next thiee years I remained emotionally disconnected from
the event, numbing the pain with various types of escape like drigs,
alcohol, and extremec behaviors. T became ¢old toward men. T Teft my
childhood faith in Jesus, allowing my heart to becoine hardened and
bitter against life and against God. Afterall, it seemed as though I had
been abandoned by God anyway, so I relied on myself for comfort, pro-
tection, and direction. _

- But God had notabandoned me. In fact, he pursued mein 2 number
of different ways. Eventuaily T was brought to my knees, crying out for
him to explain himself! If it was true that he Toved me, how could ke
let such harm befall me? T don’t remember waiting for him to actually
answer me. It was 1n Christian counseling that I found some solace in
this idea: God did not want me to be raped, but he will use it to bring
about something goed. At the time, T accepted that as trath, and as 1
arieved over the rape and all the pain I endured, God was sofrening
my heart, changing my desires, and redeeming many areas of my life. T
figured that T had “gotten over it” and was healed.

But f T was to be traly honest, something seemed forced. When 1
would tell my story, there was still a disconnect between my head and
my heart in acknowledging God in the midst of that horrific crime.
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the men who raped meand felt a surptising compassion towards them.
I began to cry out for them, “God save them.” Just as I was an enemy’
of Giod in need of reconciliation, so they need to be reconciled by the
blood of Christ. I wept for them for quite a while and still often find
myself tearing up on their behalf, wishing that I could see them face-
to-face and tell them of 2 great God who is bigger than their harmful
acts of violence, who loves therm to the point of crushing his own S¢nto
deliver them from death. This forgiveness was a miracle. I have found
freedom in loving them with the love of Christ. My anger, bitrerness,
resentment, estape, numbness, denial, self-pity, or any other response
is not capable of removing their sin. Nothing but the blood of Christ
will pay their debt. |
And so I can look back on that night, recognizing the fullness of
the pain God counted me worthy to suffer, and also look on it with the
joy of knowing my God in a more intimate and magnificent way. It has
become a mmark of God’s help in mylife, a place whete he ordained heal-~
ing for me . .. and possibly even for those men. I would be averjoyed to
someday raise our hands together in worship of the God who brings life
out of darkness. : .
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Sin, Violence, and
Sexual Assault

Inthis chapter, we will explore what God says in Scripture abour sexual
assault and its effects. But before doing that, we must investigate what
the Bible says about sin, evil, and violence. This is important because
sexilal assault is a result of sin, ¢vil, and violence. Evil and sin work to
infuse disgraceand violate peace. Sexual assanlt is a2 powerful means of
achieving such destructive effects, |

in the Beginning

The Bible begins with-God, the sovereign, good creator of all things: “In
the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.® God’s creative
handiwork, everything from light to langd to living creatures, is called
“co0d.”? But humanity, being the very image of God, is the crown of
God’s good creation (“behold, it was very good”0). As the pinnacle of
God’s creation, human beings reveal God more wonderfully than any
other creatiire—as they were created to belike God, by God, for God, |
and to be with God.®

In Genesis 1:26, God says “Let us make man in our image.” In the
very beginning, our Creator gave us a remarkable title: he called us rhe
image of God. This reveals the inherent dignity of all human beings.

To fully understand what “image of God” means, we need 1o lools
at the context of Old Testament history. Moses, the author of Genesis,
and his [sraelite readers understood these words because they lived ina
world full of images. The most dominant images in the cultures of the

en. 1oL

bfee che sevenfold use 0f “g006”L Gen. 114, 10, 12,18, 21,25, 31,
“Gen, gt

“Ges, s,

cGon. ey

‘Gen. 2is.

e, 215,
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‘ancient Near East were those of kings. Kings throughout the ancient
world made Images of themselves and placed them in variouslocations
in their kingdoms. The pharachs of Egypt, the emperors of Babylon,
and the ralers of other empires used images of themselves as a way to
display their authority and power. This castom of Moses’ day helped
him understand what was happening when God called Adam and
Eve his image. Just as human kings had their images, the divine King
ordainied that the human race would be his royal image. Put Simply, the
expression “image of God” designated human bem gs asrepresentatives
of the supreme King of the universe.?

Immediately after making theman and woman, God grantcd them
a special commission: “And God blessed them. And God said to ‘theimn,
‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and
over every living thing that moves o the earth. B This verse contains
five commands: “be fruicful,” “mualriply” “fill,” “subdue,” and “have
dominion” These decrees reveal our mostbasichuman responsibilities.

Tt was God’s design that humanity should extend the reign of God
throughout the world. This involves two basic responsibilities: multi-
pﬁcation and dominion. First, God gave Adam and Eve a commission
to multiply: “Be fruitful . . . mudtiply . . . fll.” Their job was to produce
so many images of God that they would cover the earth. Second, God
ordered them to have dominion over the earth: “fill . .. subdue. .. have
dominion.” Adam and Eve were to exercise authority over creation, man-
aging its vast resources on God's behalf Having dominion means being
good stewards of creation and creators of culture—1unot dominating.?

Richard Pratt argucs that muldplication and deminion are deeply
connected to our being the image of God. To explain this, he describes
the ancient Near Kastern context

Many kingdoms in the ancient Near Bast strerched for hundreds of
square miles. The kings of these empires were poweril leaders, but
the sizes of their demains presented serious political problems. ...
Ancient kings simply could not have personal contact with all regions
of their nations. They needed other ways to establish their authoricy.
Many rulers solved this problem by creciing images of themselves
at key sites throughout (heir kingdoems. They produced numeroos

hoen. a8,
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statues of themselves and endowed their images with representative
authority. ... When citizens saw the images of their emperor, they un-
derstood to whom they owed their allegiance. They knew for certain
who ruled thelang +

Moses described the twofold j obofhum anity againstthis historisal
background. To be sure, God had no problem ﬂﬂiﬂg the earth with his
prescnce, bur he chose to establish his authority on earth in ways that
humans could understand. Similarto how ancientemperors filled theiy
empires with images of themselves, God commanded his images to
populate rhe landscape of his creation. In the command to “multiply”
od wanted his images to spread to the ends of the earth. Just as an
emperar conferred authotity on his images, God commanded his lifke-
ness to reign over the world. His command to “have dominion™ is God
giving humans authority to represent him in his world.s -

Shalom and Violence

o Genesis1and 2, we see that God’s plan for humanity was for the earth
to be filled with his image bearers, who were to glovify him through
worship and obedience. This beautiful state of being, enjoying the cos-
mic bliss of God’s intended blessing and his wise rude, is called shalom.
One scholar writes, “In the Bible, shalom means universal flozrishing,
wholeness, dnd delight—a rich state of affairs in which natural needs are
satisfied and natural gifts fruitfully emploved, a state of affairs that
inspires joyful wonder as its Creator and Savior opens doors and wel-
comes the creatures in whomhe delights. Shalom, in other words, is the
way things ouglht to be.”

Shalom racans fullness of peace, It is the vision of 4 society withour
violence or fear: “1will give peace (shalom) in the land, and you shall lie
down, and none shall make you afraid.” Skalom is 2 profound and com-
prehensive sort of well-being—abundant welfare—with its connota-
vions of peace, justice, and the common good, While it is “intertwined
with justice,” says Nicholas Wolterstorff, it is more than justice. In Uil
Justice and Peace Embrace, Wolterstorff argues that shalom means harimo-
nious and responsible relationships witly God, other human beings,
and vature. In short, biblical writers use the word shalom to describe

eV, 266,
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the world of universal peace, safety, justice, order, and wholeness God
intendedJ? - '

Genesis 3 records the terrible day when humanity fell into sint and
shalom was violated. Adam and Eve violated their relationship with God
by rebelling against his command. This was 4 moment of cosmic trea-
sof. Instead of rrasting in God’s wise and good word,* they trusted in
the crafty and deceitful words of the Serpent.) In response, the Creator
placed a curse on our parents that cast the whole human race into futil-
ity and death. The royal image of God fell into the severc ignobiiity we
all experience.® '

This tragic fall from grace into disgrace plunged humankind into a
relational abyss. Paul Tripp writes:

What seemed once unthinkably wrong and out of character for the
world that God had made now becamea daily cxperience. Words like
falsehood, coemy, danger, sin, dastruction, war, murder, sickness,
fear, and hatred became regular parts of the fallen-warld vocabulary.
For the first time, The harmony between people was broken. Shame,
fear, guilt, blame, greed, envy, conflict, and hurt made relationships
2 minefield they were never intended o be. People looked at other
people as obstacles to getting what they wanted o1 as dangers to be
avoided. Even families were unable to coexist in any kind of lasting
and peacéful union. Viclence became a comman response (o prob-
Tems that had never before existed. Conflict existed in the human
community as an experience more regular than peace. Marriage
becarne a battle for control, and children’s rebellion became a more
natural response than willin g subraission. Things becamoe more valu-
able than people, and they willingly competed with others in order to
acguire more. The human conimunity was more divided by love for
self than united by love of neighber. The words of people, meant fo
express truth and love, became weapoins of anger and instruments of
deceit.Tn an instant, the sweet music of human harmony had become
thie mournful dirge of hiuman war? '
God’s good creation is now cursed because of the entrance ofsin.mio
The world is simply niot the way it’s supposed to be. The entrance of sin

ifsa, 32:14~20.
then. 21617
‘Gen. 3ui—s.
MGER. T2 4.
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‘into God’s good world leads to the shattering of shalom. Sin, in other
words, is “culpable shalom-breaking ™

Evil is an intrusion upon shalom. The first infrusion was Satan’s
intrusion inte God’s garden, which led to Adam and Eve’s tragic disobe-
- dience~—the second intrusion. When sin is understood as an infrusion
upen God’s original plan for peace, it helps us see the biblica) descrip-
tion of redemprion as an intrusion of grace into disgrace or light inro
the darkness of sin or peace into disorder and violence. Tust as sin and
evil are an intrusion on original peace, so redemption is an intrusion of
reglaiming what was originally intended for humans: peace.

$in wrecks the order and gooduness of God’s world. Sin is the *van-
dalism of shalomn.” Plantinga writes: “God hates sin not just because
it violates his law but, more substantively, because it violates shalom,
because it breaks the peace, becavseitinterferes with the way chings are
supposed 10 be. rod is for shalom and therefore against sin. In fact, we
may safely describe evil as any spoiling of shalom, whether physically,
morally, spiritaally, or otherwise,”3 '

Regarding this dimension of sin, Plantinga writes: “All sin has
first and finaliy a Godward force. Let us say that « sin is any act—any
thought, desire, emotion, Word, or deed—or its particular absence,
thar displeases God and deserves blame. Let us add that the disposi-
tion to commit 5ins also displeases God and deserves blame, and let
us therefore use the word sin to refer to such instances of both act and
disposition. Sinis a culpable and personal affront to 2 personal God.» 4+

God’s image-bearers were ereated to worship and obey him and to
reflect his glory to his good creation. According 1o G. K. Beale, “God has
made humians to reflect him, buc if they do not commir themselves o
him, they will not reflect him but something else in creation, Atthe core
of our beings we are imaging creatures. It is not possible to be neutral
on this issue: we either reflect the Creator or something in creation .t
After the fall, humankind was enslaved to idolatry (hatred for God)and
violence (hatred for each other). 8in inverts love for God, which in turn
becomes idolatry,and invertslove for neighbor, which becomes exploita-
tion of others. Instead of worshiping God, our inclination is to worship
anyvthingelsebut God. Idolatry is notthe ceasing of worship. Rather, itis
misdirected worship, and at the core of idolatry is self-worship.

instead of loving one another as Gaod originally intended, failen
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humanity expresses hatred toward their neighbors. Sin perverts mutual
love and harmony, resulting in domination and vielence against oth-
ers.* Both the vertical relationship with God and the horizontal rela-
tonship with God’s image~bearers are fractured by the fall. Evil is
anti-creation, anti-life, and the force that secks to oppose, deface, and
destroy God, his good world, and his image-bearers. Simply put, when
someone defaces 4 human being—God’s _imagﬂ-bearer#ultimaaely an
artack is being waged against God himself. '

The foundational premise of the Bible after Genesis 3, therefore, is
that this fallen world, particalarly fallen hwmanity, is violent.” The cos-
micwar begun by the Serpent in Eden, described in Genesis 3, produices
collateral damage in the very next chapter. Mmediateiy after the fall,
there is a radical shift from shalom to viclence, as the fivst murder takes
place in Genesis 4. After God shows re gard to Abel’s worshipful offer-
ing, Cain responds by raging against God and mutdering his brother.,™
The downward spiral of humankind and the constant spread of sin
continued as God’s biessing is replaced by God’s curse.® '

Violence is sin against both God and his image-bearers. In our
hatred for God, we hoard worship for self and strike against those
who reflect God’s glory. Cornelius Plantinga explains: “Godlessness is
anti-shalom. Godlessness spoils the proper telation between human
beings and their Maker and Savior. Sin offends God not only because ir
bereaves or assaulrs God directly, as in impiety ot blasphemy, but also
because it bereaves and assaults what God has made.” 3 _

A portion of the Old Testament is a catalog of crueity. Widespread
violence and the appalling evil of fallen humanity are recorded in detail
on nearly every page of the Hebrew Bible:

Acts of reprobate violence explode from the pages of the Old Testa-
ment as evil people perform anspeakable acts: Children are cannibal-
ized (2 Kings 6228-29; Ezck. 3110; Lam. z:2a), boiled (Lam. 4110} and
dashed againsta rock (Ps. 137:9). During the Babylonian invasion, Ze=
dekiah is forced to wateh his sons slaughrered, atter which his own
eyes are gouged out {Jer. 52:10-11). Prcgnwfw:amcn are ripped open
{2 Kings 15:16; Amos 1:13). Othor women are raped (Gen. 34:1--5;5 1 Sam.
13:115; Ezek. 22:11); one of them is gang raped to the point of death

200N 4245, Bl
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(Judg. 19:22—30). Military atrocities are equally shocking. We read
about stabbings (Judg. 2112205 2 Sam. 2:23; 2010) and beheadings
{1 Sam. 17:54; = Sam. 4:7~¢). These are normal military atrocities.
More extraordinary cascs involve torture and mutilation: mbs are
cur off (Tudg. 1:6-7), bodies hewed in pleces (1 Sam. 15:33), eves gou oed
ent{jndg, 1612y 2 Kings 25:7), skulls puncoared (Judg. 4112-23: 5:126—
27)or crushed by a millstore pushed from a city wall (Jude, 9:53). Two
hundred foreskins are collected (1Sam. 18:27), seventy heads gathered
{z Kings 10:7—8), thizrty men killed for their clothing (Judg. 1415).
Bodics are hanged (Josh. 8:29), murilated and displaved as crophies
{1 Sam. 31:g—10), trampled bevond recognition (2 Kings 913037}
destroyed by wild beasts {Josh. 13:8; 2 Kings z:23~24) or flailed with
briers {judg. §:16). BEntire groups are massacied (3 Sam. 22:8-19;
1 Kings 16:8—14) or led into captivity strung rogether with hooks
through their lips (Amos 4:2}.32

gin and Sexual Assault

We have seen how violence is a bitter fruir of the fall and is, wiﬂmut_
question, a “vandalism of shalom?” Ini biblical thinking, we can under-
stand neither shelom nor sin apart from reference to God. David con-
fesses to God, “Againstyou, you only, haveIsinned and done whatis evil
in your sight, so that you inay be justified in your words and blameless
in yourjudgment.”? Despire eommitting adultery with Bathsheba and
orchestrating the murder of her husband, Uriah, David can write that
hie has sinned against God “only.”? David’s sins against other human
beings were also, in the ultimate sense, transgressions comimitted
agaiust God himself, According o Plantinga, “Shalom is God’s design
forcreation and redemption; sin is blamable human vandalism of these
great realities and therefore an affront to their architect znd builder 20

Sexual assanlt is a vandalization of shalom. It can influence how
victims feel about themselves, how they understand ronnections
and boundaries with others, and ultimately, how they relate to God.
Throughout the Bible, the conception of sexual assault is that it has
devastaring emotional and psychological consequences for the victim.t

Sexwal violence uses sex as a weapon of power and control against

“Ps. 5114,

s3ec 2 Samue] 1,

Pent.naizs—2g; Tndg. 192255 noi3z and 2 Sam. 12042, 22, and 22 are g few places where sexual
coercipn 5 depicted in the Bible.
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others. Sex is the means by which we fulfill our calling of multiplying
and taking dominion. It is noteworthy that the very means of fulfilling
God’s plan for humanity is now a tool for violence toward other iniages
of God. In shalom, sex was also a reflection of unity and peace between
man and woman. It is a picture of two becoming one.

God meant for sexual feclings, thoughts, and activity to give pica-
sure and build intimacy in martage. Satan understands theimportance
of what God has designed, and sexual assault is one of his chief means
of destroying it. Sexual abuse creates in the victim’s mind a tragic and
perverse linkage hetween sex, intimacy, and shame. When someone
is sexually viclated, one of the most creative and intimate of human
experiences—sexuality——is transgressed by violence and subjugation.

Sex, the very expression of human union, intimacy, and peace,
becomes a tool for violence after the fall, Plantinga writes: “The story of
the fall tells us that sin corrupts: it pits asunder what God had joined
together and joins together what God had put asunder. Like some
devastating twister, corruption both explodes and implodes creation,
pushing it back toward the ‘formless void® from which it came.”
Violence is also the outworking and {ruit of idolatry as humans have
inherent dignity as the image of God. One scholar notes:

The Old Testament records some horrific incidents of sexual vio-
lence: when people are alienated from God, depravity and vicience
Jre inevitable. Biblical stories of rape are infrequernt but vivid, includ-
ing the story of Dinah’ rape and the vesulting sexual retaliation by
her brochers (Genesis 34, the abuse to death of the Levite’s concubine
(Judges 19} and Amnon’s rape of bis sister Tamar (2 Sarmrae] 13mi—21)
In a similar vein are pictures in the prophetic bools of the ravishing
of wives and virgins as the aftermarh of a nation’s being conguered
{Isaiah 13:16; Lamentations 511y Zechdrial t4:2).22

Sexual violence distorts this beautiful act of union, pleasure,
calling, and worship. God intended humankind to “be fruitfid and
multiply,” spreading divine image-bearers throughout his good world.
This multiplying of offspring and cxercising of dominion was to hap-
pen through the God-ordained sexual union between man and woman,
hushand and wife, in the context of marriage: “Therefore a man shall

*Gen. 128,
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leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were
notasham ed._”t'

This peaceful, loving relationship wasshattered by the entrance of sin
o the world, Instead of unashiamed intimacy and trust, there is shame
and mistrust. Instead of grace, there is disgrace. Fiatred toward other
divine image-bearers, notlove, characterizes human life after the fall:

Ag soon as hiunan rebellion and self-asscrtiveness reared their ugly
beads, shame, guilt and selfconsciousness took over. Pathetic at-
tempts af self-concealment (Gen 5:7) are replaced by God's own pro-
vision of covering {Gen 3:21). Hencefarth nakedness was unnataral.
Clothing is God’s covering, his divine gracicus response to human re-
beliton. Being uncloihed thus becomes 4 metaphor for being expased
ro the judgment of God. 22

“A foundarional element of paradise—-sexual innocence in com-
munity—has been spoiled by the treachery of sexual assault. Sexual
assault is uniquely devastatin g precisely because it distorts the foun-
dational reatities of what it means to be htiman: embodicd personhood
is plundered, sexual expression is perverted and used for violence,
intrapersonal trust is shattered, and disgrace and shame are heaped on
the vicrim,. _

Sexual agsaultis one of the most freanent and disturbing symbaols

of sin in the Bible. It is a complete distorton of relationship, a mockery
and devastation of the original intent of being made for relationships
with God and others, References £o sexual viclence is a way that (zod,
through the biblical authors, co mmunicates tharsin has progressed so
far that sex, an expression of union, peace, and love, is now wsed as a
tool for vinlence.
- Thebetrayal of creation and the refusal of any sense of covenantal
relationship, sexual assault physically, emotionally, culturally, and
structurally wounds the victim. Sexual assault is not just a criminal,
physical, and psychological act; itis also a spiritwal act in which the con-
nectedness of humans with one another and with God is violated and
broken, and the reality of defilement, guilt, terror, shame, alienation,
and seprararion can take years to be made whole again.

RET A T
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Sin narmes the reality of sexual assault, and assault in turn symbal-
izes sitt and ifs destructive effects. The Bible speaks about the reality
and effects of sin in various ways: disease, burden, debt, and defilcmment.
Sexual assault is another way to speak of sin, in both its reality and
effects. Sexual assanlt both names and symbolizes that sin is not only
something that is done to us but also carries the effects of defilement,
woundedness, and terror.

Sin is broken relationships with God, seif, and others, and sexual
assault signifies, even as it causes, brokenness and disruption. Sexual
sssault reminds us of the doubie-sidedness of so much sin: it is both
personal and cultural. Sexual assault is an individual act of viclence,

| gne person against another. But it’s also cultural: it is used as a weapon
in warfare, and it’s an epidemicin nearly all cultures.s '

There appears to be a societal impulse to blame traumatized indi-
viduals for their suffering. Alexander McFarlane and Bessel van der
Kolk suggest that doing otherwise would threaten our cherished con-
ceptions that the world is essentially just and that persons are free,
self-determining, and basically good individuals responsible for their
destinies: :

Society becomnes resentful about having its illusions of safety and pre-
dictabitity ruffled by people who remring them ofhow fragiie seenrity
can be. Society’s reactions [to trawmatized peoplel seems tobe ... in
the service of maintaining the beliefs that the world is fundamentally
fust, that people can be i charge of thigir lives, apd that bad things
only happen to pcciﬂe who deserve them.*®
in short, we sacrifice those who suffer so we can maintain our illasions
of autonomy and safecy. o

The distress caused by sexual assault can be described well by
Simone Weil’s term “affliction.” An event constitutes “affliction” if it
has uprocted and attacked someone in alt di mensions: physically, psy-
chologically, and socially. Since affliction involves “sacial degradation
or the fear of it in some form,” it can be argued that one of the factors
involved in affliction incdudes some form of interpersonal neglect or
harm. ™7 If victims were offered sufficient social suppott, they co uld be
spared from the kind of suffering that constitutes affliction.

Marie Fortune describes sexual assault four different ways. First,
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it i5 a bodily sin. Sexual assault is a violation of bodily boundaries of
personal space and distorts ona’s sense of body image. Second, sexual
assanlt i5 4 sio against relationship, violating the command to love
ong’s neighbors as oneself. Third, it is a sin betraying trust and destro V-
ing relationships between victims and those who should have cared
for them but instead caused them harm. The consequence of this sin is
that it creates barriers of trust for victims in their farare refationships.
Fourth, it 1s a sin against not only the victims bur also the community
surrounding these victims.”® '

It is obvious rhat sexual assault is a sin against another human
involving physical, psychological, and emotional viclation through the
commission of 3 nonconsensual sexual act imposed through coercion,
intimidation, force, domination, and viglence, Such an act entails not
onfy a viclaticn of the physical boundaries of the body, but also a denial
of the victim’s will or agency—ane dimension of being the irmage of
God. | |

Through sexual assault, the assailant aims to reduce the vicdm to
a nonperson, Because the assaultis bodily, it is sexed, and the scope of
its arm includes the very personhood of the victim. The dominance
inherent {n an act of sexual assayle, by which the assailant forces his/
her incarnate will on the victim, is a hierarchical structure in which
the victiin’s difference from the assailant is stamped out, erased, and
annihilated.?s _ |

This aspect of sexual assanlt involves the violation of the victim
both bodily and mentally. By constraining the victim and diéregarding,
disbelieving, or deliberately acting contrary to her or his desires, the
rransgressor undermines the victim’s sense of personhood.?® Such acts
- of violence often result in emmotional trawuma for the victimm, which is
manifest in a sense of helplessness, loss, vilnerability, shame, humili-
ation, and degradation.® A particularly evil effect of sexual assanlt is
that some victims not only fecl a sense of radical disgrace, bur also par-
ficipatein theirown self-des truction.3? Theself-hatred, defilement, and
guilt they experience cause them £o act out self-destructively.,

Violence ensnares the psyche of the victim and propels its action
in the form of defensive reaction. This is one of the most insidious
aspeets of violence. Tn addition to inflicting harnt, the practice of evil
keeps re-creating a world of violence, either against others or oneself,
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Evil generates new evil as evildoers fashion victims in their own ugly
nage.

In addition to being a sint against others, sexnal assault isalso asin
against God because the blessing of sexuality is used to destroy instead
of build intimacy. It is an artack against his image in his imager-pearers.
The ability of sexual assault to ebscure internal and extern al relation-

ships makes it 4 cosinic affront to the Creator and the order of his cre- -

ation. 38 Sexual agsaulr is 2 sin against God because it violates his most
sacred creation, tuman beings made in his image.

There are explicit passages calling sexual assault sin—a vigla-
tion of God’s law. Deuteronomy 22:25-29 addresses ponconsensual
cexual acts and shows concern for the welfare of the violated woman. In
Deuteronoimny 22:25—27 the perpetratoris put to death by stoning, and
it is stressed in the textcihat the woman is innocen't of any wrongdoing
and that no harm should come to her.® |

~ Inaddition to these and other biblical texts calling sexual assault
sin, there are also depictions of sexual acts that the Bible characterizes
as sexual assault resulting in emotipnal trauma. These passages are
2 Samuel 1_?;, Hosea 2:1-13, Jeremiah 13:20-27, and Rzekiel 16 and 23.
They demonstrate an understanding that such acts of sexual assault
resultnot only in emotional trauma for the victims, butalso in humilia-
tion and a debilitating loss of sense of self. These passages depict sexual
assanlt as deeply traumatizing and resulting in devastating emotional
and psychological consequences for the victim.

The Bible says that sexuial assauit is wrong; shouid not be done,
and is not something the victims should experience. It also claime that
God sees, knows, and cares about this sin and its effects, and has acted

o redeem people from its effects. '

Transgression against God and Victim

Par from being a peripheral issue in the Bible, sexual assault is clearly
depicted as sin against God and neighbor, mentioned frequently
throughout the Bible, and referred to as a symbol of how badly sin has
corrupted God’s good creation.

The Bible confirms the effects of sexual assault we described in
chapter 3. On what the Bible says about sexnal assanle, Hilary Lipka

o, 8113,

e
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writes: “A comprehensive snidy that includes all biblical texts reveils
that there is evidence not only of a core conception of rape, bur also an
understanding rhat sexxual violence {s devastating for the victim, restlt-
ing in emotional trawma and a debilitating loss of sense of self 35

We have seen in this chaprer that sexual assault is a sin against the
victim and 3 5in against God. However, It is very difficult in the Bible
to distinguish the difference between the transgression against the -
victim and the rransgression against God, [t is so difficulr that some
scholars assert that there is no distinction between thess two aspects of
transgression. Sexual assault is always a sin against the victim and God
because all crimes are depicted as sins, that is, vinlations of God’s will
and the reflection of his glory in others.®

The victim’s experience of assault is not ignored by God, mini-~
mized by the Bible, or ourside of the scope of healing and hope found in
redemption. God’s responseto evil and violenceis redetn ption, renewal,
and re-creation. Evil and viclence are not the final word. They are not
capable of creating or defining reality. That is God’s prefogative alone.
However, evil and violence can pervert, distort, and destroy. They are
parasitic on the original good of God’s creation. In this way evil serves
as the backdrop on the stage where God’s redemption shines with even
greater brilliance and pronownced drama., Whart evil uses 1o destroy,
God ases to eXpose, exaise, and then heal.s”

God’sredemption imparts grace and brings peace. We turn to God’s
redemption in the next two chapters.






JESUS AND VIOLENCE
AGAINST CHILDREN
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We are regularly faced with the horror and prevalence of violence
(http.//theresurgence.com/2012 /07 /20 /what-is-happening-in-colorado-

where-is-god) against children:

LRl £ i : =GR, oo s, LT -

Yesterday, in what is yet another of the worst mass shootings in U.S. history, a gunman killed 26

e Swewowr reniters o 2012712 /14 fus-connecticut-towns-
MUSBRESBDOII20121214) at a Connecticut elementary school, including 20 children aged 3 to
10 years old.

Also yesterday, a knife-wield]

aged § to 11 and vne adult at a primary school in central China.

Ahmosl half of alf sexual ab

disgrace} ara children: 13 percent of sexual assault victims are under age twelve, and 29 percent are

ages twelve to seventern,

Studies {http mesticvy tatistics otg /domestic-yvi -3
{htty:/ Awww bvsde paho org /bvaacd /edBT FAR overlan pdfh that up to 10 million children in the

1.3, witness some torm of domestic violence annually and approximately half of them are also

viekims of domestic violence,



Children are alsc tle victims of sex traffickj .//theresurgence. oo
to-sex-trafficling) at horrific rates: In the U.S,, the average age of entry into prostitution is
between 12 and 14 years old. The U.5. Department of Health and Human Services sstimates

{http:/ gaspe.hhs.gov_;_'hsggm /humantrafficking Aitrev/#3.2 that over 300,000 American children

are at risk for sexual exploitation, and that an estimated 199,000 incidenis of sexual exploitation of

minors oceur every year within the United States.

The global market of child trafficking

ringlobalcompact ore/do

- _final. is over $12 billion a year, with aver 1.2 million child victims. Child

trafficking is one of the fastest-growi
the world.

From 600,000-800,000 people are b.uughi and sold (http:/ /www.state gov /D, [_]s,{' HpIpt /2004 5

across fnternational borders each year; 50% are children, most are female. The majority of these

victims are foreed into the commercial sex trade.

Today, 2s many as 300,000 childrey (http://www.cfr ore human-rights /ehild-soldiers-around-

world/p8331), seme as young as eight vears old, serve in armed government or rebel forees around
the world, .

The only thing more stéggering than the prevalence of this violence is the acute emational, psychological,

and spiritual damage done to the children who experience it.

In light of all this, it's important to look at Scriptire and see how God feels about children and wants them
to be treated.

JESUS AND CHILDREN

In his ministry, Jesus showed striking interest in and love for children. To the surprise of his disciples, he
often including them in his teaching: “Then children were brought to him that ke might lay his hands on
them and pray. The disciples rebulked the people, but Jesis said, ‘Let the little children come to me and da
not hinder them, for to such beloags the kingdom of heaven™ (Matt 19:13-14

http://Bibli ible /s Mat+3 2019, 13%E. 14}). When the disciples came to Jesus asking
him which cne of them was going to be the greatest in Christ's kingdom, Jesus called a child to himself

{(Matt, 18:2 (http://biblia.combible/esv/Matt % 2018.27} and said, “whoever humbles himsel$ like this
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven” (Matt 18:4 (hitp: //biblis com/hible/asy/ Matt%2018.4Y),

Jesus went on, telling his followers that part of their duty is to receive little children: “Whoever receives

one such child in my name receives me” {Matt, 18: ./ /Biblis.com /hible/ Jatt.%2018.57).

In Mark 19 ¢herp: feww.esybible org /mark+10/), Jesus upholds childtike faith as admireble: “Truly, 1 say

to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it” (Marl 10:15
{htip//biblia.com /bible fesv/Mark22010 15Y: of, Luke $18:17 (httpe//biblia.com /bible fesv /Luke%
2018173,

Jesus wants his followers to honor, protect, and ecare for these among them who sve small and walnerable,

especially children, Part of Jesus' ministry on earth involved healing children. In Mark 5:35

{http://bibliacom fhible fesv/Mark%205,33), Jesus came into the house of a ruler of the synagogue, whose

daughter had just died, Jesus said that she was not dead, but only sleeping. After they laughed at him, Jesus

said to the child, “Little girl, I say to you, arise” (Mark 5:41 (http://biblia com/hible

r e,



leme/Mark®205.421). Similarly, in Mark o (hitp: / fwewy,esybible ove /inarks/), Jesus encounters a
young bay who had been having demonic altacks. Jesus enmmanded the nnclean spirit to come out of
hirn (Mark g:25 (http:/ /hiblia. cormn/bible fesviMak%200.251) and the boy fell down as if e were dead.
Jesus fook hiim by the hand and be was healed (Mark g:07 (hitp://biblia.com/hible
[esviMark¥%209.27)). Jesus, who ealls bimself “the resurrection and the Jife” (John 11:05
fhtip://biblia.com/hible/esy/Iohn%2a11.95)), brings life and bealing to children,

Jesus wants his followers 1o honor, protect, and care for those
among them who are small and vainerable, especially
children.

GOD’S CARE FOR CHILDREN

The tenderness and care Jesus showed for children is an expression of God’s heart toward the small, the
weak, and the vulnerable, a5 seen throughout the Old Testament.

Parl of God’s law, given at Mt Binai, was that no one should "mistreat any widow or fatherless child”
(Bx. 29:20 (hitp.//biblia.com /bible/egv/Fx %2022.20)), Tndesd, God is one who “executes justice for -
the fatherJess” (Dent, 30:28 (http://bibla.com/hible/esv/Deut, %2010.18)) and curses anyone who
perverts the justice due to orpbans {Dent. =ya0 (hitg://hiblia.com Mible fesv/Deut. Msaz7.191). The -
Lord says that po one should do wreng or be violent towards innocent children and orphans (Jer, 22:3
(hitp:/ /biblia.com/Iyble/esv/ler.%2002.2)). Not only does (3od want his people 1o love and eare for
children, but they are called to do everything in their power to stop those who iry to hust, abuse, or

QPPTEss them. “Lears to do goad; seek fustice, cotrect oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead
" the widow's cause” (Tsaiah 1z (hitp:/ biblia.com hible fesv /Isaiab%201.17)). Children are a gift from

God (P5. 127:2 (hitp:/ fhiblia.com fbible/esv/Pse.%20127,5)) and a blessing, and ars to be loved,
diseiplined, 2nd cared for, '

RESPONSE

Agwe react to the shock and harror of violence against children, we should mediate on Jesus' Jove and
cars for children. But God's love should da more thas just make us feel better—it should lead s to

imitate his care for children, take acton against evil ke this, and pray for God’s peace and salvation to
cover the earth.

God is our refuge and strength,

@ very present keip in frouble.

Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,

though the mountaing be moved into the heart of the seq,

though fts waters rogar and foar,

though the mountains frembie at its swelling. Selah

There iz a river whose streams make glad the eity of God,

the holy habitation of the Most High.

Psalm 46:1-a {hitn: //hibliz.com /hible fesv/ Pralm % o046, 1-41

Almighty Ged, who created us in your image: Grant us grace feurlessly to contend against



evil and to rmake na peace with oppression; and, that we ray reveren thy use aur freedom,
help us to employ it in the matnienance of justice in our commutnities and among the nations,
te the glory of your holy Nume; through Jesus Christ our Lord, wha Mves and reigns with you

and the Foly Spirit, one God, now and forever. Arnen.

LN
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GUSBHLY BESTRONSE 7O ABVSEIN THE CHRISTIAN PNVIRONWMENT

The Spiritual Impact of Abuse
By DHane Langberg, PhD., Board Member GRACE

We know from both the literature and from experience that trauma and abuse violate every aspert
of the child - their world, their zelf, their future and their faith, A cbild is by definition, in process.
Children are valnerable, dependent and easily influenced. They do not know very much and are
learning how relationships work, what is good, what is bad, what 1 means to ¢ male or female, They
are developing in every way and anything growing can be shaped. We believe good nutrition is
important for our children because what they consume will affect their bodies not only now but
also when they are adults. Raising children in an environment of love, truth, wisdom and patience
shapes their characters. Raising children in an environment of fear, evil, deceit and pain shapes
their characters as well. The effects of ongoing sexual abuse on the life of 2 child and on their adult
future zre, needless to say, prafound.

Those of us who have worked with adalt survivors of childhood sexual abuse know that cne of the
aveas that are profoundly impacted by that abuse is the survivor's relationship to God. We have also
had the experience of teaching a much-needad truth te someone and recognizing that it would not
“go in”, The truth may be assented to intellectually but it does not seem to enter the life and heart in
a transforining way. | would like to suggest three reasons why that might be so and then offer some

thoughts about how we might help those we are working with to experience the truths they can
often so easily recite, : .

The first block in this obstacle seems to be that a surviver's thinking often appears to be "frozen” in
time, A woman who was chronically abused by her father for fifteen years thinks about herself, her
life and her relationships through the grid of abuse. Trauma stops growth because it shuts
everything down. It brings death. The input of other experiences often does no alter the thinking
that originated within the context of the abuse. So a woman may have encountered ‘many
trustworthy people since her childhood abuse, but she still does not trust. She may have heard
thousands of words about how god loves her, but she believes she iz trash and somehow an
exception to that truth.

The second block is that the abuse was processed by a child mind and children think concretely, not
abstractly. Children learm about abstract concepts like trust, truth and love, from the concrete
experiences they have with significant others in their lives. Mommy and daddy label love and trust
and truth for them and those labels are rooted in concrete experiences with their parents.

www.ngigrace.org



Third, children (like adults) learn about the unseen, or the spiritual, by way of the seen. God often
teaches us eternal truths through the natural world, We grasp a bit of eternity through looking at
the same. We learn about the shortness of life by the guick disappearance of 2 vapor. Jesus taught
this way as well. He said He was bread, light, water and a vine. Jesus, in His very essence, is an
example of this of He is God in the flesh. God continually brings eternal truths to us in ways we can
understand.

If we consider the impact of these factors we will see that many survivors exhibit this quality of
thinking “frozen” in time by grasping the abstract through the concrete lessons of abuse and
expecting the uuseen to mimic what they were taught in the seen. God is viewed through the lens of
abuse. The knowledge they have appears rooted in the Word of God. Knowledge personally applied
or experienced is rooted in the lessons of abuse.

Consider the following examples, Sarah is five. Her parents drop her off at Sunday scheol every
weelk. She learned to sing, “Jesus loves me, this  know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to Him
belong. They are weak but He is strong.” Sarah’s daddy rapes her several times a week. Sometimes
she gets a break because he rapes her sister instead. The song says fesus loves her. It says He is
strong. So Sarak asks Jesus to stop her daddy from hurting her and her sister. Nothing happens.
Maybe Jesus is not so strong after all. Or at least, He is not as strong as her daddy. Nothing, not even
Jesus can stop her daddy. The people who wrote the Bible must not have known about her

Daddy.

A child is told to get'down on her knees nightly b her bed and pray with ber father. As he tucks her
in he molests her, saying, “Why are you such a whore that you make me do this after we have
prayed?” It is not difficult to see from these two examples what kind of s pirttital lessons are being
learned. It is also not hard to see what deep roots such lessons would have. You do not have to
krtow very much abount fearning theory to grasp the profound impact of such experiences on z life.
The abuse provides the control beliefs by which all other information is processed.

What tesponse can a counselor or pastor give that will be powerful enough to gvercome such
obstacles? If simply speaking or teaching the truth is not sufficient, then what else is required? |
beliove that those members of the Body of Christ who have been called to walk with survivers
become the representative of God to them, The reputation of God is at stake in our lives, We are
called to live out in the seen, in flesh and blood, what is true about who God is, Early on in my work
with survivors | worked with a woman who had been chronically abused and who seemed unable
ta really grasp God's great love for her. She could recite the Seriptures about that love but it seemed
to apply to others and not to her. | clearly remember getting down on my knees and begging God

to help her see that He loved her. Mis response to me was basically this: “You want her to
understand how much ! love her? Then you go love her in a way that demonstrates my love that
makes it real to her” In other words, we are to demonstrate in the flesh the character of God over
time 50 that who we are reveals the fruth about God to the survivor. This Is not in any way to deny
or underestimate the power of the Word of God, However, often that Word needs to fleshed out and
notjust spoken for us to truly grasp what itmeans. '

The secend thing | do with survivoss is to help them put down deep roots in the storv of the
crucifision. I find it effective to do this work much later in the counseling process in part because
through the relationship they have developed with me {though far from perfect) they are much



better able to grasp the truths of the Word of God. If | have entered inte their suffering they can
better understand God's entrance into their suffering, If | have been safe then they can better grasp
God as their refuge. Out of their experience in the seen world they can hetter comprehend what is
true in the unseen. Grappling with the truths of the cross is critical because the rross is the only
place one can go to reconcile the truth of abuse and a loving God who hates evil. The evil that has
been done to them, the love of God for them and the holiness of God, all come together in the cross,
We uzually begin at a place where they are struggling to understand why God has allowed a
particular thing to happen. | then suggest a siall portion of Scripture [often just one or two verses)
and send them home to read it daily, asking God what He would teach them. For example, | gave the
Tohn 19:23 to a woman who had been iepeatedly gang-raped as a teen. In that verse it says, “.and
the scldiers took his clothes”. She returned the next week saying over and over, T hey took his
clothes, they took his clothes. I never saw that before.” She saw for the first time that Christ knew
what she felt for He had entered hite her suffering and humiliation. It was a real turning point,

The cross demonstrares the extent of the evil done to them. The cross demonstrates the infinite
love of God for them. The cross deals with the sins of the surviver. it covers sinning, being sinned
against and suffering. This is not work I do for my clients. It is work that arises naturaily out of our
discussions together and it is work I direct them to do, It has far more power in it when they
wrestle with the Scriptures before God and wait to see what He will teach them, When He speaks it
goes in, '

This work is both difficult and a great privilege, The task of serving as a representative of God so
that His charzcter can be grasped and believed is far beyond any capability of yours or mine. It is a
work that will take us to our knees if we will let it, with hearts bungry for more of God so that we
might bring His presence in very concrete ways into places where He has not yet been known.
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Counsclors and theologians failing 1o understand the dy-
numics of child sexoal abuse cases often apply the concept

of law and gospel Incorreetly, When this happens, perpetra-

tors are emboldened so offend sgain and many victims
leave the choreh. Th assist spirivral covnsclors in avoiding
this picfall, 1 provide an overview of dhe dynamics present
in many cases of sexoal abuse and the impact this has on
children phrsically, emotionalty, and spicitually, 1 also dis-
cuss the characteristics of many sex offenders and the ef-
fores vffenders make to manipulate both the viction and dhe
church, In determining the proper application of law and
gospel ro victime and offendery, T discuss the law and
gospel creatise o C.EW. Walther, In doing so, Tindude 2
wmples of Walther’s application of law and gospel in cases
of domestic violence and sexual exploitadon. Finally, 1 in-
clede practicaf suggestions for psychotherapises and theo-
Jogians in applying faw and gospel ro victims and ro perpe-
vrators of child sexual abuse.

“You are mot vightly distinguishing Law and Gospel in
the Ford of God if yeu preach the Eaw to those who are
dfrc(.'dry I LETTUF ol Ao qf theiv sins prthe Gmpd i
those whs are living secavely in toely sins”

- —CFW, Walther

Members of the ciﬁrg}r, church eiders, and lay Chris-
rians often struggle with the application of Biblical
e and gospel® to victims and perpetrators of child

The Taw b5 “God's will, which shows peopls how they should live in
order to please God (. dic Fen Commandments), condemns rheis
fatlure co flAll His will (sin), and threatens GodY wrath becanse of

sin. The preaching of the Law is the cause of contrition. Although the
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sexual abuse. Partly as a resulr of ignorance of dhe dy-
namics involved in chese cases, Cheisrians often apply a
Reavy dosage of law to victims and gospel to offenders.
This misgnided, somerimes crucl application of theo-
logical principles often drives vietims away from the
chiurch and emboldens offenders 1o reem2in in their sin,
if not to offend again.

o assist the chusch in berter responding o in-
stanices of child sexvsl abuse, T present an overview of
the rypical dynarnics present in cases of child sexual
abuse from the scandpoin of the viciim. T also high-
light the impact of abuse on children physically, emo-
rionally, and spidtually. In addicion, { seview cognitfve
fearures of child molesters, and. the exwraordinary steps
taken by many offenders te manipulare nor only their
vicrimns, bui also the chureh as a whele.

In applying law and gospel o victims and offenders,
alsa present a bricfbiography of the legendary theolo-
gian C.EW, Walcher, whosé seminary lecnures on law
and guspel delivered in 18841885 have influenced
protestant pastors and chuech leaders for over 2 cen-
rury. More imporrandy, | analyze one of Walther’s cen-
mal thesis—rthat the gospe! shonld be pronounced o
“erushed” sinners and the law pronounsed o “seaure

sercmonial faws of the Old Testunent have been zholished {Calos.
sians 2:16-17}, the moral baw (the Ten Commandmens! is in faree
undl che end af time (Machew 5:18)" {Walther 2010, p. 4813,

¥The Gospel “in ics proper and mamow sense, is che ghud tidiogs of for-
giveness, pesce, Hfr, and joyi the siemal divine counsel of redomp-
tion, of which Chyist Himself ever was, is, and will be the Jiving cen-
ter, the very hearg and soul. The Gaspel (a) impares che forgiveness of
sin; {h) praduces troe oy and dhe zeal to do good werks: and {¢} de-

strays sin both ouf\\'un{ly and inwardiy” (Whalcher 2010, p. £80).
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sivmers” T exarnine Walthers use of this thesis in a case
of domestic violence and in another casc of sexoul ox-
plotrarion by a clergy. Figally, | also provide practical
suggestions {or pasars, church leaders, wid leity in ap-
plying law and gospel to vicdms of sexnal abuse and ro
parpetrators of sexual abuse. Althoogh T forus en ia-
stances of soual abuse, much of the prindples dis-
cassed are also pertinent to cases of inrerpersonal vie-
tence and other forms of child malorearment.

Overview of the Dynamics of Child Sexmal Abnse

In order ro spiriraally counsel or assist sevually
abmsed childsen in any way, both clergy and latty nocd
1o enderstand the dynarics inhoens in cases of fmil-
ial sexuul abuse, as well as many other forms of abuse.
Unformmatcly, many in the cergy and Iaity have ac-
ceped decades wordh of myths abour child sesmal
abmse Tictims. These royehs inclnde the befief thar chil-
dren fantesize aboui mocst and thar childrens allega-
rions of abuse are inherently sospect.

Sigmund Frend and the Historic Skepticism of the
“encal Health Field Toward Victims of Child
Soxal Abuse

In 1896, abor 2 drcade after Walthers Jow and
gospel fecrures, Sigmund Freud gave an equally mono-
mental ferture entided “The Actiology of Hyscerid in
which ke discussed 18 male and feenale pacients victim-
wred by sexual abuse as Jrildren and dhe profound im-
pact this bad on their meneal health. By the dlose of
1297, however, Fread abandoned his theory pardy on
the basis char widespeead sexaal sbuse was nor probable
{Masson 2003). Tnspcad, Frend posealared the theory
of infantile sexualicy, which evolved into the Ocdipas
complex theo e the concepe thar children may fanua-
size about incosrienss relarionships aad violence {Mas-
sort 2003) -

Frends abandensmont of the realivy of numerois in-
stances of chitd semal abuse, and his subscquent asser-
tion thar sueh ahuse is rare at best, was instramental in
fucling & dark chaprer in the history of psychology. Dr.
Arnna Salter describes this history wicls chis sober as-

sessment of the ficld:

The histary of psechology in die past ong hundresd years
has been filled with theonies thar deny soxal abust o
cors, thar dizcounts the responsibitiny of dhe affender, that
biame the mothor and/or child when i docs oocar, and
that minimize the impace. Ir constizntes 1 sorry vhiaprer in
the history of psychology, but it is not oy shameful itis
also pozzling. Hoesilicy towsrd child vicdms and adalc

women leaks through she lireranzc like poison. {p 57

APRLYRNE THE LAW ARD GO57E.

This biased view of dllegacions of sexual abuse, cou-
pled with high profile day care cases from the 1980% in
which many believed children were coached ioro false
allegarions (see, for a review, Hechler, 1988), spilfed

aver into our mainstream culmre, inchiding religion.

For example, onc Chrisdan pubdishing house ponteda

hook whose author chiimed there was an “indusiry” of
child protection professionals working to mamufactore
allegations of abuse and to “snatch” children away from
parents {Pride, 1986).
© Clergy and laicy with such a skeptical view of sexual
abse claims are more fikely to view claims of abuse as
suspicious, to conchide thar the child was equally re-
sponsible for any vicdmization, and o apply a heavy
dosage of law to problemaric behaviors exhibiced by
the child—behaviers that, ironically, may be araibuca-
blerathe abuse {fora r'cvim\r., see Arda & Belied, 2012).
There 75 no oxcuse for modorn era clergy applying
such a dissorred view of baw and guspel so child abuse

ictims. Although 2l hild protecrion professionals:

nced 1o be mindful of the possibilizy of false allega-
Hons, 2 nmber of stndies conclude thar false dabms of
sexual abuse are raze {Oates ec 2l 2000 and thar when
childsen do lie, it is nsuaily dope o provect the per-
pEtraToy, NOE L0 goL Anyont i poable {Lawson & Chaf-
fin, 1992). Luw enforcement officers and other child
protoction professionals have made great serides in the
past 25 years, improving shele skills i interviewing
abused children and in callecring evidence—thus fur-
ther reducing the risk of fabse allegarions {Tohnson &
Viedh, Z012). Accordingly, it is unrcasonable for any
pascor 1o autonesically assume ther an allegarion of
shuse, even agatast 4 respected menber of the church,

RERisLey i

Thers is also no excase for cergy o fail o under-
siired the dynamics inherent in cases of sexual abuse.
"There is a large and growing body of lircratuse o assise
spiritual leaders in undesstanding these dynamics—in-
(Inding many resourees for sthe faith commumiry {see,
for cxample, Langherg, 1999; 2003; Tracy, 2003).

The Child Sexual Abuse Accommodadon
Syndrome (CEAAS)
In 1983, Dr Roland Simmic from GCLA pub-

Chished 2 pioncering paper which not only challenged

decades of myths partly fueled by Freud's theories, but
that helped praf‘cssic,:rta}s and layparsons undersrand
the dynamiss presene in child sexual sbuse cases thar

* maake it diffieule for children ro disclosc abuse ey

if at all. Although no: wriversally accepied, Swmmics
seark has been widely heralded i che ments] health
ield (Lyen, 2002} and accepted by many courss as

—

i
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helpful in assiesring laity understand sexual abuse
dypamics {Myers, 1997). Diespire its imperfections,
CSAAS is a helpful model for theologians or other
laypersons 1o wse in understanding the psychological
dynamics present in many cases of sexual abuse.

Accarding ro Summit (198 3}, sexual abuse cases are
engulfed in secrecy, helplessness, entrapment znd ac-
commadarion, delayed, ronflicting and unconvincng
disclosure, and rerracion. Clergy and ity who ake
the time to understand these and prher dyramics will
increase the chance of responding sensitively to the
spiritnal needs of maltreated children,

Secrecy

According te Summit {1983}, ar least three dynam.-
ics convey to the victim that the abuse is 1o rernain a se-
cret, First, che dremnstances of the abuse suggesr the
need for secrecy, The abuse may only happen when the
victim and perpetrator are alone, ir may only happen
latc at nighc when the door s locked and the perperea-
tor is whispering. Second, the secrecy is often a source
of fear in which the perperrator eonveys to the child
thar bad things will happen iFthere is 2 disclosure. Bad
things may inchide the abuse of the child’s sibling, non-
offending pareny, or pet. Disclosure may resule jn the
vietins placement in a foster home, Disclosure may
result in the childs embarrassment in Tronc of fel-
low classmates who learn demils of the sexaal gbuse
throngh media or other sources. The child may fear
thart disclosuze will resule in his or her condemnacion in
their church communiry. ‘Thivd, sectecy may reselein a
“promise of safery” and the hope of good things ro
come, The child may expecr thar seerecy will keep che
family unir ineacr and may result in special privileges
such as staying up later at night, 2 tip to a favorite vaca-
tion destination, or 2 new toy or other coveted irem,

Helplessness

In Summits (1983) view, child seyual abuse wic-

rims typically feel helpless to scop che abuse. First, their
size and immarurnicy create this feeling. A young boy
or girl may be Jess than half the perpetrator’s heighe
and weight and is likely less knowledgeable and ma-
vare. Second, in our sociery children are taught o obey
those in positions of authority. In church, for example,
children are caughr ro obey their teachers, pastors, and
parenes and thar this abedience is commanded by God
(Ex. 20:12). Perperrators use this dynamic to their ad-

vaniage as they admonish children to honor requests to

sabmit to sexual conduocr with che offender, Third, iris
imparrant to keep in mind thar most sexnal abuse is
Committcd 1‘.’}’ a tTUSU.:d, CVEN iDVEd, a&liit. ACC’DE’d"
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ingly, Surnmic (1983} contends thar many parenes or
other offendses simply need to suggest dhat they will ne
longer love the child if abuse is revealed. In one in-
stanee, & child lamented char his grandfather was in
prison for sexnal abuse and asked the prosecuror “is it
OK it T keep grandpa in my heare?”

Entrapment and Accommodadon

Since the child has a secret thar he or she is helpless
10 do anyhing abour, Summit (1983} said rhe child
must “accept the station and sorvive” Snmmit
claimed that a child may cope with abuse in ac least
three ways. First, and most commonly; 2 child will de-
velop whar Summit called ¢ “coping mechanism * It
may be as simple as a child relling hite or herself thar
the sexanal abuse prevenes 2 fathier from abusing siblings
o7 thar the victim iz deriving benefits from the abuse in
the form of moncy, gifts, or other privileges. For exam-
ple, 2 grand jury investigation of former Penn Srace
University football coach Jerry Sandusky contluded he
had given golf clubs, trips, and other expensive gifis ro
boys he was sexually abusing { Thirty-Third Grand Jury
Investigation Reporm, 2012).

Second, Summit (1983} also suggested that an
abused child mighr dissociare during abusive episodes.
To assist theologians in understanding dissociarion,
think of a time when driving a significant distance
and you suddenly realize you have no memory of the
drive because your mind was thinking about the ser-
mon that needs wridng or any nember of ather church
or family obligadons. This 1, at some level, a form of
dissociadan.

When sexualty abused, a child may dissociate by sub-
consciously sending his or her mind 0 another place or
room during ebuse. In one case thae the auchor s per-
sonally familiar with, for example, a child victim told
the investigaror she was wich Winnie the Pooh in the
hundred acre woods during the dime her father was
anally raping her. Dissociation of this rype offers “a kind
of tempurary emoronal escape from the horrer the
fear, and thas pain” of child abuse (Walker 2008 p. 16).

Third, in extreme cases of trauma, some children
may develop whar i Summir's day was called a malei-
ple personalicy disorder bur is voday referred o as dis-
sociative idendry disorder. According o the DSM-1V
(APA, 1994), “Dissociarive Tdentiry Disorder is the
presence of vwo or more distince idenrities or person-
ality stares” that "recurrently rake control of behav-
ior” Rach persenality state “may be experienced as if
it has a diszinct personal history, self-image, and iden-
tity, including 4 scparate name” In lay termis, a child
abuse victim may sub-consciously develop a second
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personality or 2lrer who “suffered the abuse .. . thac aj-
ter is the one present doring the sbusive epitedes, bat is
ot the one seared at the breakfase tab]f: the moming
afrer the arrack, chacting away as if nothing happened”
Salker 2008, p. i6).

Tn mwvies such us Sybil and Tyimal Fear, Huﬂ;‘w&od
has given the general public a sense of dissociative iden-
dry dsac:ardcr clrzt is ot always sceurate. For exaraple,
foorball le .gend Herschel Walker endured bullying and
cruel racisrm a5 a child, which fed him to develop 2 sec-
and “Seaoy” persomality thae would protece hime
whenever he fcdt threarened. Walker (2008 tells of go-
ing to 2 dendst to have teeth yemoved wwhen this soc-
ond, toogher porsona took over and led him to rhase
novoeain or another aneschetic drug 1o numb the pain.
Howeer, Walkes says he never changed his nane when
his “Sentry” personalivy cxbibited feself—he simply de-
veloped 2 diffcrent, scomingly fovincible persona.
Clergy and laicy alike should not assume that Christian
vicrims of abuse are immune from dissociative idendry
disorder. Indeed, Hershel "Walkeer describes Himsclfzsa
devout Christian “baprized and seushed with the blood
of Jesus” (Whalker, 2008, p. 43}.

Theologians shoudd be aware dhae alchoagh there is
licdle doubs char dissociation cxisss, the medical and
mental health fields ave mot in complete agreament a3
1o che prevalence or even cxistencr of f dissocizive iden-
dey disorder (Raison, 2010} Theologians may not
need to understand the many rmances of deis debare

bz should, as 2 general rule, understand that anyone

diazrnoscd with dissociative identity disorder has likely
suffered severe rrameng and s in need of condoning,
professiopal menial health snppore.

If a child cannot figore out 4 3way to cope emotion-
ally, what Summit (1983) calls a psyohic economy, fed-
ings of rage may cause 2 child to commit suicide, en-
gage in selmarilation, becorne promiscisous, or
devclop other harmful pacterns of bebavion, Clergy and
lairy unawarc of these and other dynamics may be
quick o dismiss a child’s allegarions of abuse, condud-
ing the <hild is exhibidng mentai illnesses or 15 noc
cx-cﬂiblc given the closeness with a perpetrator and iz
many “kindnesses” 2 chiid has recohed from an of
fender. Similarly, the Clhuistian pastor or lzy member
may unwictingly focus on delinguent or other hehar-
jurs without realizing these behaviors reflecy decp-
seared childhood erauma.

Delayed and Unepovineing Disclosnre

As a resulr of the drnamics deseribed above, many
children never disclose sexual abuse, When children do
Jisclosz abuse, Summic {1995) contends the disclosure
is often delayed and comes out in an uncanyincing
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manner, Consider, for cxample, 2 girl molested for
years by ber father. Mot sueprisingly. the child develops
an array of meatat health problems, weancy and delis-
quency behaviors, and is sexually promiscuous. As 2
family reunion, the child asks her father zo borrow the
keys to a car because she wishes ro go on 2 date, Her fa-
ther seprimands her, reminding hor thag the family ee-
wnion was planned for more than a year and she needs
to sy put. Years of vage fucled by repeared moleste-
tiors bubble over as the child yells at her dad char when
she grows up she will not rape children. A goest over-
hears this cuchurss and reperts dic inmdent vo the
chuzch pastor. Fhen confranied. the father tchs the
pastar che outburst is wse b the allegmionis por. The
fnth er calmly cxplains the child is autof conteol and he
is simply, as a Chrisdan parent, wying to reign in his
roubled daughrer. Unless che pastor is aware of child

sexual abase d)—nammx, he may dismiss the underying

allegations without reporring the casc so the autheri-
fies o1 faking any orher appropriare action.

Retepedon

According te Sommit (2003, p 188), “in dhe
chaoric sfreamath of disclosure, che child discovers ther
+he bedreck fears and dhreais underdying the secrecy are
srue” Tn other words, dhe porperrator’s clufm the child
wonttd be isolased, not believed, be ramoved from he
hame, bullied 2t school or any number of other horross
dor in fact ocenr. As 2 result, the child concludes chae
living with the lic is caster than telling the trath and
chonses 1o recant his or her allegadon of somual abuse.
A mber of studizs of sexnal abnse vietims have found
thar recantation bs mov grusual (Soronson & Snow,
$591). Again, clergy and laity unfamiliar with these dy-
partics are pot only ac risk to accepe 2 recantation at
face value, they are often nsed by perperrazors ro apply
pressure on children in the hope of secyring a secanca-
Gon. In moe than onc Bsmace, for exarmple, 2 non-
offcnding carctaker has waken a child 1o 2 pastor
“confess” the lie. Many dergy have tesufied a5 character
witnesses For an accused perpetrator with Bule thought
as to the impact on the child allegiog abusc. In one casc
that the author prosecured, = child victim saw both of
her mmimisters and pumerous church leaders i che
courtroom a5 a sign of support for the fathar she ac-
cused of molesting her. Upon wimnessing this speetacle,
the vicrita 2sked the prosecuror “Tocs this meen that
God is against me roo?”

"The ACE Seudies: the Medical and Mental Heakth
Risks of Child Abuse
The Adverse Childhood Experience Sendy is an on-
going collaborative rescarch project between the Cen-

e,
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gers for Disease Control and Prevendon in Arlancs,
Georgia, and Kajser Permanente in Sar Diego, Califo:-
nia. Over 17,000 patlents participating in routine
heaith sereening voluntesred to participate in the
saudy. According eo the ACE tesearchers, “dara result-
ing from their participation . ., reveals saggering praof
of the healdy, social, and economic risks thar resul:
from childhood cravma” {Ands & Felicd, 2012).
Specifically, the researchers quenied adlr patients an
ten types of adverse childhood experiences inchuding
child sexual abuse, physical abuse, emotional abuse, ne-
glect, and witnessing domestic viclence. Researchers
concladed dhar patienrs suffering from one or more ad-
verse childhood expedence were stadscically more
. likely to soffer from a variety of medical and mental
health problems with the risk of these condidons in-
creasing markedly based on the number and severizy of
adverse experiences,

Clergy and laiey not familiar with the ACE scudy

are av risk £o conclude an allegation of sexual abuse is.

not credible and re focus primanly on the vicdm’s be-
haviors, including delinquent and crminal behaviors,
withour fully apprediadng the role childhood abuse
played in their life. In spiritual teems, the danger is thar
a pastor will be quick w apply the law, withour an ap-

preciation of the need to provide a victim already bur-

‘dened with enormous gails the comfort of the gospel..

Spiritual Injuries Resulting from Sexmal Abuse

There are a number of studics documenting the im-
© pact of abusc on spirimality. For example, in a study of
327 viceims of child abuse {physical, sexval, or emo-
tional) it was found thar there were significant “spiri-
wual injury” such as feelings of guils, anger, grief, de-
spair, doubr, fear of death, and belief ther God is unfaic
{Lawson, Dirching, Berg, Vincellewe, & Penk, 1998).
However, the same study found thar survivors of child
hood abuse repart praving more frequencdy and having
a “spirimal experience.”

When the perpetrator is a member of the clergy, the
impact on the victim'’s spirituality may be even more
pronounced, Clergy abusers afren use their religion to
jusdify or excnse their sexual abuse of children, Accord-
ing to one study, clergy in rrearment for sexually abus-
ing children befiered thar God would particularly look
afrer the children they had vicrimized and atherwise
keep them from harm {Saradjian 8 Nobus, 2003).
Through their rlighous role, these offenders also en-
gaged in “compensatory behavior” and believed that
their good works in the community would result in
God excusing their moral lapses with children, The re-
ligious cover used by clergy abusers is often communi-
cared o the vietims in 2 manner thar irreparshly dam-
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ages their spiritnality. Specifically, church arcendance
of these survivors decreases, they are less Likely to
(rod, and their relarionship with God often ceases o
grow {McLanghlin, 1994).

The Impertance of Spideuality for Many
Abused Children

Spiritaality is of crdcal imporrance 1o most chil-
dren. Indeed, 2 “growing body of cheoretical and re-
search literarure suggests thar spirimaal developmenr is
an irurinsic part of being human” {McLaughlin, 1994,
p- 14). Research from UCILA’ Higher Educarion Re-
search instirute found that 77% of college freshman be-
lieved "we are 4l spirimal beings™ (p.14). Eighry per-
cent of these freshmen said they had an “interest™ in
spifimality (McLanghlin, 1994}, Sowe studies suggest
spiriraaliry rmay be particularly tmportans o valnera-
ble children, In 4 study of 149 youth in an institational
care secting, B6% of dhese children considered them-
selves spiritual or somewhar spirrual (McLaughlin,
1994). As an example of he importance spicimalivy
plays for some volnerable youth, a teenage survivor of
the sex industry told 2 journalist, “T admiv char I'en sall
straggling, even after six months away from the busi-
ness ... Becanse I dropped our of school I have few ca-
reer opeions ... Yer 1 know what God wanes for me. 1
need ro be healed” (Yancey, 2010, p. 73-74).

Gall (2006) found that a victim “spiriraal coping
behavior” might play either s posirive or negasiee role
in the sarvivor’s ability ro cope with the sbuse and with

~life in general Vierms of severe abuse may remain

“srick” in their spiricual development such as remain-
ing angry with God. Children abused ar younger ages
are “less likely to muen ro God and others for spirirual
support” (Gall, 2006, p. 838). Nonetheless, even vie-
wms describing a difficult relationship with God “still
rely on their spirdnmlicy for healing” Victims who ex-
perience "greacer resolution” of their childhood abuse
are able ro “actively turn to their spirivualicy o cope , . .
racher than aceernpr to cope on their own” (Gall, 2006,
p. 839). When Chaisdan clergy and laity mis-apply law
and gosped to victims of abuse, they risk destroying the
very coping mechanism many children need ro survive
physically and emortionally—aheir sense of spiritualicy.

Qverview of Dynamics of Child Molesters

Child Molesters Vary in Their Typology

It is beyond the cxperdse of theologians ro dieg-
nose or even understand the myriad types of sex of-
fenders or the mindser of those who sexually abuse
children {Schlank, 2010). This is important to wn-
derscand because many pastors and laity assume thas
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everyone whe semally vielates 2 child does so for the
same reason or wogaires the same degree of supervi-
- sion, LODSSOREnces or eatment, For example, there 15
5 differznice In the risks posed by a 19-ycar-old man
impregrating his 15-year-old girifrend and 2 man ac
cised of molesting multiple boys or girds ar a church
summer camp, There is also a difference between adule
anid juvenile sex offendars—with the Jarrer generally
rnore amenzble to treatiment { Carpf:m'er Sibovsky, &
Chaffin, 2006).

in dealing with any particular scx offender, it is im-
portant for dmrch leaders o consalr with 2 mental
health professional well versed in the liserature on sex
stfenders and who is cxpericnced in dealing with his
populatior. If a parishioncr soughe spiriteal guidance
on trearing their cancer, diaberes or ﬂther a:}mmm, a
wise pastor would inguire aboni the physician’s diag-
nosis and treatment options. A wise pastor would do
this becawse he or she is not a physictao. In the same
vein, a pastor should aor be deciding che risks posed by
agiven sex offender without consuiong 2 mental health
professioral who is skifled in che orestment of sex of
fenders znd whe, ideally, has ussessed and/or 1reated
the offender in question,

Having said duis, there arc some genicral characteris-
des of child molesters that every pastor shonld know—
in part becuuse sex offaders ofeen counr vn demgy and
Taity 1o be ignorant abeye thest charagensics. For
starters, clevgy and bty should have 2 working defini-
don of a pedophile. A child molesrer meering dhe
DEM-TV crireria of pedophilia {1) 1s at Jeast 16-years-
old, (2) is ar least five vears older than the child vietim,
and (3) over a period of at feust 6 smonsghs has “recue-
vent, intense sexvally arousin ¢ fanzasics, scxal vurges, or
behaviors Involving sexval activity wich a prepubescens
child or cliildren {gencrally age 13 years or younges}”
(APA, 1994).

Although this working definidon is helpful, clergy
and lairy should be cautious in applying ehe definition
withenst professional guidance. In one instance that the
anthor is personally fargiliar wich, a chuech assaracd
ch allegations of sexmal abuse made by twwo separatc
children couid ot be trae because, if me*_r,, were, the pa-

dophile in question would have had dozens of addi-

vional victions i his B There were two glaring creors
made by che chimeh. Firse, die chireh leaders failed vo
recognive that many pedophiles males handreds, even
thousands, of children withour ever getting cuught
Cabel eval., 1987, Accordiugly, it is possible thar the
alleged offender smay have had other vienms, Second,
and egually irporeant, the affcnder may not bave been

a pedophils bur could have Bt inco any numher of care-
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gories of sov sffenders. In commenting on the various
reasons offenders molest children, one sex offender
treearment provider notes tho following:

Theee is a subgronp of child malesers who rmolesr chil-
dren simply beease thoy we sexnally attracted to ther.
Tisere are others who melest hecaose they are anrisocial or
cven prychopathic and simply focl entided. These are still
arhers whe ase childien for the ndmacy they are too
wmid or impaired eo obrain from adulls. And thore arc
odhers who melest childien for reasons we don’t srder
srand arafl (Salter, 2003, 5. 75}

Marry child molesters are religions. Alchos gh
dergy and tity may never be able to master the myriad
mances of sex offendexs, they van and should be cog-
nizant of 2 sursber of poroinent characreristies of these
who offend ageinst children, For starmers, the faith
communisy needs to be cognizant that sex offenders
are often refigions and many of them arrend chyrch. In
a stady of 3.932 male scx oficaders, 3% of these prr-
PELLAOES deseribed themselves a5 “religions”™ {Abel &
Harlow, 2001 ).

Religious sex offenders may be the most danges-
ous gronp of child molesters. There is some evidence
shae “religions” sex offenders oy he the moss danges-
ous category of offenders. One swady found that sex
Oﬁ‘m dt"‘i THAIRL AT mﬂg ‘alg:ﬂi L;C" 11 imﬂi"ﬁtﬁifﬂt W'Ef:}"‘ T~
ligious instmdoss “had mome sexual offense comvic-
tions, more vicrims, and younger viethms® {Eshuys &
Sronllbone, 2006; Firestone & Moulden, 2009). Ac-
cording to anothar svady, dergy sex offenders share e
same characteristics of pon-clergy sex offenders with
che exceprion thar clesgy are move lkely to use force
{Langevin et al, 2000}

Child molesters manipulate both children grd
the church, Child molescers, pardeularly those mee
ing the diagnostic criteria of pedophilia, are exoemely
mznipalative of not only their viedms bur also the

ehisrch 2s 2 whole. According to Saler {2003, p. 28} °Tf

chiildeen ecan be sifehced and the average persan is casy
to fool, many offenders repore chat religions people are
cven easier to fool chan most people” To the words of
one convicred child moloseer: '
{ consider sharch people casy eo fool | they have 2 st
that comes fom being Claissens .. They tend eo be bet-
cer folks all arcund, And they scom to wane w0 believe In

* the good thar exfswin all people . T hink diey wane o

helicve in peaple. And beceusc of thae, you van easily con-
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vinee, with ar without convindng words. {Salwor, 23,
P-29)

Child molescers are skilled ar deception because, in
part, they have considerable practice ac lying to their
families, their victims, their friends, and o themeelves,
Sex offender creatment provider Anna Saker describes

the abilities of molesters so lie convineingly in this way; -

Very fow of us have ever been sasprored of 2 aime, and
fewer still have been interviewed by the police abont
one. Under such drcamseances, derecrion apprebension
would be verv high for most of us ... But char would
change hed we practiced tying over serious marters every
day, had we lived a double life, had we been quesdioned by
upset parencs or by police pamercus fmes in the past.
You arc never going o fun inte 3 dhild molester who is
not a pracaced lian even [Fhe is nog a nacaral one. (Sabeer,
2003, p. 203)

Not only arc child molesters skilied at lying to pastors
and parishioners altke, they are ofien proud of their
abilides ro fool the leaders and members of dheir
congregations. In the words of one convicted child
raolester:

('T ¥hers was a grear amount of pride. Well, T pulled this
one off again. You'ee 2 good onc ... There were tmes
when lirdde ald ladies would par me en the back and say,
“You're one of the best yotug men that Fhave ever knawn!”
I wauld rhink back and think 'Il:'you rcali}' knew e, von
wenrlde's think chae! {Saleer, 2003, p,199)

Many child molesters ofend with ochers present.
In many instances, a child molester offends with other
children ar even another adult presene. According to
one study, 54.9% of child molesters offonded when an-
other child was present and 23.9% offended when an-
other was adulr present {Underwood, Parch, Cappel-
lerty, & Wolfe, 1999}, The abuse, of conrse, may be
subtle and not easily derected. For example, 2 child mo-
lester in o Christian school may call 2 pupil up 1o his
desk osrensibly ro review an examinarion while, ar the
same rime, ouches the childs genieals which are cov-
ered from the other students by the desk. As another
example, a father may rouch a child beneath the bed
corvers while his wife is asleep in the same bed. Offend-
ers report thar moleseing 2 <hild with others present
rmay be more arousing and may also give them more
power aver the child—canveving to the victim char he
ar she can be abused at any time, in any place, with any-
one present. The fact thar mapy sex offenders molest

ra2
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victims with others present is critical for clergy and
laicy to underseand. Without this recognivion, offend-
ers often argue that a child’s allegadons are absurd —af-
rer all, who would sexually touch a child with others in
the room? A pastor acquainted with studies such as
those cited in this article will tell a suspecr thar, as it
rurms our, many sex offenders engage In precisely this
conduct.

Many child molesters carefully select their vie-
tims. Many chifd maoleseers pur a grear deal of dme and
thoughr into selecting the children they will violare,
Thess are two reasons for this. First, sex offenders often
look for che casiest targer. Second, sex offenders of-
ren look for the child or children least likely to be be-
Heved should he or she disclose the abuse, A Chisdan
convicred of sexually abusing children ar church was
asked how he selected his victims. The offender jeily
responded:

First of all you seart the grooming process from day one
... vhe children dhar you've interested in ., You find

. child you mightbe azeracred £ .. Forme, ir mightbe no-
body far. It had ro be « you know, a nice looking child .. .
You maybe look ara kid thar doesn’ have a father image ar
hoine, ov a farher that cares sbout them .. ifyou've gona
group of 25 kids, vou mighr find 9 thax are appraling ...
then yeu stare losking ar cheir famiily backgrounds. You
fnd ourall vou can . . which ones are the most accessible
... yom ger te down to one that is the easiest warget, and
that'’s the oneyou do. (Saleer, 2003, p. $7)

This is a crideal dynamic for clergy and laity 1o be
avare of {Vieth, 2011}, When sex offenders are sus-
pected of abuse, they often poiart to the accoser and re-
mind the congregarion of the child’s histary of prob-
lems—ignoring the fact that it was precisely these
problems thar made che child such an easy rarger. Sim-
ply stated, child molesters often select damaged chil-
dren o, in the alernative, they damage the children in
their homes and then cire the damage as proof the vie-
tim cannot be belicved. Tt is a wicked game in which

the church and the children often lose.

Child maolesters often abuse children in the name
of God. Child molesters often use religious or spirirual
thermes in che abuse of children. Child molesters may
cite a child’s biological reaction to abuse and contend
the victim equally enjoved the abuse and is equally sin-
ful. It is not uncomunen for a molester to pray with his
victim and ask God’s forgiveness for both. A molester
may tedl a vicrim that if he or she disclosed the abuse,
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the chureh will condemm the vicgim for his of her sin.
In one case that the aushor is pasenally familiar wich
from his cxparicnee 45 a proseauting anomey, a child
evenmally leamned o inidare sexnal aciviry with her fa-
ther simply as 4 means of genting the abuse aver widh,
The perpetritor, however, reminded the victm of the
iiidarion and convinced her she was the offender, The
victim developed a series of medical and mental hezlth
condirions including arcernpred suicide.

Fre a highly publicized case, Father Lawrence Mor-
phy sexually abused as many as 200 deaf or hard of
hearing boys and often used spiritual Tanguage or reli-
gioas concepts in the abuse, For cxample, he rold one
victim chae, “Cod waneed him o wach the boy abount
sex but chat he had to keep it quics breausc i was under
the sacrament of confession™ (for 2 review, see Good-
seein, 201401 o

According to one sex offender oreatment provider,
sexnal abvse in the name of God ceases 3 “wiple

Trauma” involving the abuse irself, the herrayal of roust,

and spiritnal hasms thar ofen inchudes “dhrcars regard:
ing Gzod 2nd damnavion” {Pendergast, 2004}, Accord-

ing wo Pendergast:

Tear of rerribndon from Ged, whom the sbusers refared

‘gave rne pormission o do this to vou, and "if you vell any-
ore, God will punlsh von in Leli for eremiry] prodaces an
Ingense foar as well as fecling of confnsion. The confosion
resuls from the fact daeir refigion reaches them thar what
chey acs deing is wrong and sinfnl, bug dhe rdipious
ahusers tozch them thar the God of their refipion gave

thera permission to sexually shuse them. (p. 283}

i onc case that T handlad as 2 prosecoor, 2 teenage vic-
fim of a neighbarhood child melester pold e, when i
was prepuring her for court, case, that she had not dis-
clased the abuse for years beeause she was cermin her
churelr would reprimand her for the sin and not the of
fonder. The child had inernalized many of the mes-
sages provided by the perpetrarcr zud saw no differ-
enee berween sinning and being the victm of sin

What wounld Walther Dot

C. AV, Walthee: A Brief History

Carl Ferdinand Willelm Waldher was bora in Ger
many on October 23, 1811, His greac grandfather,
grandfather, and facher were pastors and Walther con-
tiracd this family ozdidon. Altheugh Fale i knowm
of Valther's mother, there 1s some indication his father
was physically ehugive. In reference to his father, Wl
shey said “A vorrg man must endure much pain, rre he
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becomes 2 gendleman” {Walkther, 2010, p. 100} As one
crample of this strictess, there wasa special sofa inche
family parlor reserved ondy for grests W hen the boy
Walther forgot this rele and sat on the sofa he was
physically ponished {Sueldow, 2008} This harshness
rmay have particubarly impacred the senaittve Waldher
who, according to one scholar, lacked sclf-confidence
and savw himself a5 a “miserable boy” (Bambeock, Es-
pinosa, Holan, Schaum, & Egger, 2011 Aldhoungh
there is Yoy, if eny, indication that Waldher ever con-
sidered himself a victim of child sbuse-—che harsh dis-
cipline of children was more commonly accepted inhis

cra than in ours™it is possible that, ander arrenc law,

Wakher's childhood wonld be deemed abusive (Vicdh,
19945 _ -

Alihough it is dificult, probuably impussible, 1o zo-
coraicly awess how physical blaws recerved as a boy
may have tmpacted Walther, i is inreresang to note
that he developed some of the characteristics of chil-
dreny enduring malerpanment—inclnding boves of de-
pression. {ndeed, Walther suffered at leass dwee nere
ovvs breakdowns ar different pdinrs ir7 his life and, av the
heigla of his carger, wished chat he were dead (Harsi-
son, 2011} Alrhough thers may have been & bistogieal
component to Walther’s mental illness and any or all of
the reyriad heartaches in his ifc may have rontrbured
ro his depression, the inpact of viclence during his
childhood sbould not be excladed as 3 possible con-
tributing faceor {Barnbrock ex al, 201 1y Whether or
not the violence he experdenced influsnced bis crmpa-
thy towasd victims, there is evidence that, oo more than
one occasion, Waldher displaved o remarkable sensitiv-
iy £o the victims of physical and sexual exploitation.

PEven amomg Conservarive Christians, comparal ‘_prunishrntnti.".\’icv\'-cd
maach more skeprically in the moder era with 4 naesher of theoto-
gizns challenging the beliel dhat the Bible requizes physical diseiphine
(Wb 20000 )

sty 1860, szt the height of bis productivity, Walther wrote: “Tmavand
st wow rrvenl 1o you dhar the lass half of the previcws yias has btz
e of the mose &ifrente drries of my Kfe, T was phovsically ineapable of
arsending o evon Ll the office thar 1 an dignified o corry ow
grogmy you o urJWCI.!'i';'l}’ Fashion. Tven mose, the prospesr thar |
wepnedd again br capable of the swme became gloomicr and darkes
memrh by randh. T ot it 1o o to be mranspasent . My own 1ode-
domship with 1oy God and Lerd &lled me whidy deep aversion and
weration, Dok placed hefins mie, as never befoes, my entice pacs. He
ler e sec ooy rmisery as T had nzver seen it bofore Twas Blled with
pvinery and daceess . 3y only hope was a blessed dearh = {Hanion
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Walther was part of a group of Saxons who rai-
grated ro Missouri in search of religious freedom. The
group was led by Martin Stephan, a charismaric leader
who became ingreasingly isolated from his followers.
Stephan assumed dictarorial powers and insisted the
Saxons build roads and bridges priar to plandng crops
or homes, There were also allegations of financial mis-
raanagement and, most seriously, the semal exploita-
tion of a number of women. Additional derails of these
events, and Walther's response, are discussed belowr,

Walther evenmally became the leader of the Lu-
theran Church—Missourd Synad, servi ing as irs first
president. Under Walther's leadership, the synod grew
from 30 congregations to 678, and from [ess dhan
5,000 baptized members to nearly 450,000. He ovep-
saw the development of schools, seminaries, and publi-
catons (for a review, see Walther, 2011}, His most
neoteworthy achievement, however, was a series of Fri-
day evening seminary leceures on the application of law
and gospel—lectures thar have prafoundly influenced
Christianity for more than a cenmary,

Walther's Treatise on Law and Gospel
- In distinguishing berween law and gospel, Martin
Lugher deseribed the terms this way:

{T)he gospel is the message abour the incarnare Son of
God, who was given us without our ineriss for salvarion
and peace, It is the word of salvation, the Word of grace,
the Word of comifort, the Word of jov ... But the Law is
the Word of perdition, the Word of wrath, the $Word of
sadness, the Word of pain, the voice of the Judge and the
accused, the Word of wrress, the Word ufma.led:ruun

{Plass, 1959, p. 732)

Aldthough Luther's descrprion of law and gospel are
clear the great reformer acknowledged dhe complexiny
of applying these conceprs as a theologian to individual
cases, Indeed, Lother said ther anyone who could accu-
rately and consistentdy apply these concepes was wor-

.thy of the ride “Docror of Holy Seriprure” (Kinnaman
& Lane, 2010, p. 129)

Perhaps more than any other dheologian, CFW,
Wialther applied himself to understanding che applica-
tion of law and gaspel. According te a noced histerian
of Arnerican religion:

Walther's influenice was especially significant in that he
stood almost aone in che ningceenth-cencory American
theological scene as one [:ufiy awarr of the crueial impar-
tance of the pmblcms of Low and Gospc!, fSuclow,
2000, p.11}

ny
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Walther’s lectures on the faw and gospel exvend several
hundred pages and conrinue to be urilized by Christian
theologians of diverse denominations {Pless, 2005),

Walther found at least twenty-one ways in which
L.la ristinns confuse and ocherwise fail to properly apply
law and gospel (Kinnaman, 2010). Walther's law and
gosptl thesis mosr applicable to instances of child sex-
ual abuse is thesis VIIT. According to this thesis, ° (y)ou
are not righdy distinguishing Law and Gospel in the
Word ef God if you preach the Law to those who arc al-
ready in terror on account of their sins or the Gospel ro
those who arce living securely in their sins™ {Walther,
2010,p. 113).

Walther's Application of Law and Gospel in Cases of
Sexmal or Domestic Abuse

The case of @ woman flecing an abusive husband.
Accarding to Suclflow (2000}, while sl serving as a
pastor in Germany, Walther provided spicicaal counsel-
ing to a woman whaose husband physically abused her.
1 one ogcasion, the woman was bearen so severcly
that she was nnconscious. Walther intervened on be-
half of the woman's safery, going so far as to drafi a peri-
tion for scpararion, Althngh WWalther was repri-
manded and Bned for his incervendon, he wrote a
leteer defending bis conducr and his theolog gy, It may
even be that Walther lied to the auchodities as a means
of protecring the woman-—claiming she was not inser-
csted in emigrarion to America whm in Face boch the
womnan and her son appeared on the immigrant lise.

Perhaps the blows Waldher received from his facher
made him pamicolady emparhenic to others “disci-
plined” with violence, Whether or not this is true,
Walther understood char 2 busband pledged 1o love his
wife as Christ loved dhe dhurch would ner heag her
{Eph. 5:34). In 2 wedding serinon on the obligations of
a hasband to love his wife, Walther said:

(T )he Chrisdan hosband shenld love his wife in decd
care for her body and sond, pray for her and with her, not
lex her Jack any pond thing, be ber protector, comfort her
in mamenes of sadness, and as his ocher self, daily seek 1o
provide her jov. {Walther, 1978, p. 176, emphasis added)

Obvioushy, 2 man who is physically steiking his wife is
failing his Christian obligarion ro protect hee and 1o 11
ler Hfe with jov. Long before a socicral recognition of
domestic vinlence, Walcher understood this funda-
mental principle of a Christian marriage.

The case of Marzin Siephan. Suclffow (2000) also

details that, upon their arrival in Missouri, the Sazon
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immigrants divided chemsclves into two groups with
Waldher among the pastors and pasishioners romaining
i1 Sr. Louis and dhe rest going to Peery County nader
the leadeeship of Martin Steghan. On the voyage to
America, Stephan hecame increasingly isolaed from

his flock znd preparcd documents dedaring himself

Bishop and assaming significant powers over his flock.
Tn Perrv County, Stephan nrdered the Saxons ro baild
roads and bridges insread of planting wrops or con-
 serucring dwellings. He ordored he pastors and parish-
ioners in St. Lonis nor o visit Peary Covny withow
his explicit permission. '

Om May 3, 1839, onc of the pastors remaining in St

Louis, Fricdernan Loeber, delivered a “soul-scarching”

wrmon. Although the contents of the sermon no
langer exist, Loebers words contmbured to two women
visiting him separascly and confessing 1o sl rcla-
gons with Martin Stephan. In the days thar follawed,
rwo additional women alse made desalled confessions.

Locher confided in his fellow St Leouis dergy who
selecred Walther 1o wavel to Peory County to addrcss
the simation. One facior in selocting Walther appears
70 be that he war the pastor wha had “expressed greacer
opposition to Stephan” {Suetflow, 2006, p. 30-52).

Walther arvived wnanmounced apd in dircer con-
rradiction to Swephan’ edics. When Waldher anived,
Stzphan and others were gathered around a comp-
fire and theré was an immediate confronrarion with
Stephan who, accerding = anc scholar, expressed "o+
val disapproval” of Walther’s presence {Suelflew 2060,
p. 50--32). The nevs day, Whlther met alonc with
Stephan. Although he did nor apparendy discuss the
allegations of sexual exploftacion, there is no doubr
that Walther was openly defying Stephan and other-
wise making it clear his helief dhat Seephan’s condacr
was sinful Walther then proceeded o nndermine
Srephar’s authoriey by preaching pubficly, by encourag-
ing parishioncys 1o plent crops and build houses as op-
posed o roads and bridges, and co otherwise daliber-
arely “give the impression . . that semething was very
wrong” {Suclfow, 2000, p. 51). Within a fow weeks,
most of the St Lomis Savons zlso acrived, formed 2
chaseh council and invired Stephan to meet wich them.
When Ssephan refused, calling he coundl » “rebel-
lipus fzction” the coundl excommurticated Stephan on
the basis of teaching fzlse docrrine, financial misman-
agement, and scyual Fmors liry. Srepthan was given the
option of a church wial, reruming o Saxony, or exilz
acrass the siver co Winois, Stephan chose thelater and
never rearned co s parishioners,

Some modern day theologians and scholars chal-
lenus Whither’s handling of the Stephan matrer, alleg-
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ing Whlther violated the principle in the gospel of
Macchew to first privately confront o sinncr {Manteu-
fal, 2011). One theologian calls Walthers applicagon
of the prnciples in Marhew “dubicus” and fraughr
wwith “zerious evrors” (Mamceufal, 201131 contend that
chis analysis i3 flowed on at least chree grounds. First,
Stephan’s misconduce involved more than just sexual
relarions wirh mltiple women, it ivolved dictatorial
demands on <l of the Saxon pastors and parishioners
including 1 prohibitien from setiing foor in the colony
wichont permission. Accordingly, Welther fulfilled his
obligations in Matthew simply by showing ap—his
mere presencs infarrmed Stephan thar Walther re-
garded his edices und conditct as sinful.

Second, Walther did meer privacely svith Stephan
before advising v immigrants in Pecry Counity to vio-
taic Stephan’s commands. Althpagh Waldher did not
apparendy speak about the alfegations of semal ox-
ploitation, it is a fair infercnce that Waldher received
dear indication of Stephas’s unrepentant stare. Indeed,
shordy afier his meeting with Sicphan, Walther delry-
cred a sermon based on the soxe of John 3:28: "For
preryont who docs wicked things hares the fight, and
does st come to the lighe, lest bis works shonld beex-
posed” {Concordia Scininary, 201 1). This rexs and ac-
compainying scomon saggest Walther had concladed
thar Srephan had hardened his heare and was far from
the broken sinner for which dhe gosped s intended.

“Thivd, an ceplicie confronwaion with Srephan
about the sexual cxploitadon allegadons may have en-
dangered che Jives of others. Given chor Stephan had
left his wife in (rermany, thar maldple women brad ac-
cused him of sexual offenses, eand thae he had created 2
situation in Perry Connry shere he was scamingly fm-
mnne from aversivhe raised a strong possibilicy of addi-
tional vicrims. Too strong of 1 confronradion with
Stephan may have cansed him to pressure other women
ot to disclosc additional offenses, Morcover, Seephan's
control of the reasury and the sway he bad over the
mnirrants, 4 sway that was endangering their iives
becmrse crops were nor pfaltcd, rc.qzlirfd CXTFEmE
carrtfion.

If 2 mewmber of a congregadon were observed by a
fellow believer to be holding wp 4 convenience store
with 2 gun, it wonld be fndicrous to suggese our Chris-
Gan obligadorn is 1o speak with the man beforc calling
the palice o raldng other meaninghul action 1o protect
the vicdm of this erime {Schuerze, persenal commmni-
caeion). Applying Machow 18 in such a dgid, thoughe-
less manner waald endanger lives shovld the cdminal
choose to fire the weapon to avoid caprure. In cases of
sexusa] exploitation and abase, there is 2lso a grave dan-
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ger in rigidiy adhering o Mathew 18 in that doing so
may result in an offender desroving evidence, pressur-
ing victims to remain silent or recant, or even the possi-
bility an offender may harm himself.

The serionsness of Stephan's conducr cannot be
overstaged. Given his abselure power over the flock,
and the vulnerability of the Saxoas in 2 new counury
and culture, the potential for condmied abuse was ex-
tremely high. In many srates roday, it is 2 felony crime
for a pastor to have sex with a parishioner thut he or she
is providing spiricual counseling ro, even if che panish-
ioner consents {Minnesosa Srararory Secrion, A09.344,
subd. 1{R)(1}(i1} 2012). As nored by one historian, the
women Secplan scxually explofted were both “impres-
2011).
Althonugh Walther may not have had our modern era
appieciation of the significant differences in power be-
tween @ pastor and the pardshioner bz 5 counseling,
Stephun’s conduer was so extrere it is difficudr o be-
hieve Walther did not undersrand the egregiousness of
the conduct.

Walther's handling of the Stephan situation is akin
to the Aposde Paul’s lerter to the Cosinthians in which
he urged thar a man involved in en incesteous reladon-
ship be expelled from the congregadion (1 Cor. 5: 1-
13, ESV). Paul did not ask the congregation ro meer
privately with the man before excommunicadon or
wait unel Paul eoudd ~visit and examine die man. In-
stead, Panl wrote “For though absent in body . .. 1 have
alrezdy prancunced judsment on the one whe did
such athing. . .

sionable and vulnerable” {Concordia Seminary,

You are to Jeliver this man to Sazan for
che destruction of the flesh, so thar his spirir may be
saved” {1 Cor 3:3-3),

It is interesting to note char Paul does nav urge the
excomuprtication. of dhe woman involved in chis in-
ccs't——pr:r}laps an impli cit unders Eandjng ofhervulner-
ability. Similarly, Walther and the other Saxon pastors
appear to have recognized the pariicudar vulnerabilicy
of the women Stephan exploited and simply pro-
nounced forgiveness and the full foree of the gospel.
The Jaw was reserved for the unrepentant perperracor.

- Applying Law and Gospel o Victims of Child
Sexual Abuse

Inn a great rmoany of his published prayers and ad-
dresses, C.FEW, Walther recognized that Christians are
charged widh grave responsibilities for the care of chil-
dren and that God will hold us acconntable for aur un-
faidifdness in discharging this dury (Walcher, 2011).
Walther calied children “far more precious than gold or
stiver, than house and homne” and said that God would
one day ask 15 “Where are the children | have given
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you? Have any of them been lost?” {Walther 2011,
p- 136

Refleciing hus belief thar God was especially con-
cerned with the welfare of children, Waither prayed .
"Lord Jesus, by Your holy Word You have again warned
us against despising any one of these Hetle ones, for
their angels ahways behold the face of Your Fatker in
heaven?” In the care of children, Walther admonished
his parishioners to “leave no swone notarned to keep
them safe fromthe evil foe and the world . . " (Walrher,
2011, p. 133).

Given his childhood hiseory and his pastoral his-
tory in applying che law and gospel in cases of violence
and sexual exploiwation, it s more than conjecrare
suggest thar f Walther were alive roday he would ke
heed of the many studics decumeniing the devasrarion
thar abuse has on a child’s spirivuality. Accordingly. pas-
£ors wmhmg 10 follow the spiric of Walther in applying
lawand gospel ro victims of child abuse may begin by
reviewing the Adverse Childhood Experience {ACE)
Srudies and remind themselves of the shastered Tives
left fromn child abuse. Wich these studies in. mind, a pas-
tor contemplating the words of our Savior will likely
find a clear course of acdon—he iberal wse of the
gospel, and the sparing use of the law, To this end, the
following guidelines may be of assistance.

Avoid the Temptarion to Focus on the Vicrhns Sins

If the ACE studies are accurate, a pastor ov other
Christian meeting with a boy or gid, man or woman,
abused as a child may verywell see the aftermarh of this
exploitation—a child or aduli who has mrned to alco-
hol, drugs, smaking, sex, food, etc, in search of solace.
The vietim may have anger problems, gmultiple di-
vorees, a criminal hiszory, dmg or aleohol problems, or
mental illness. Consequently, the victim may be the
subject of church gossip as elders and other modern
day Pharisecs whisper her shame and promote their
own righteousness, When confronted with such a pil-
grim, a pastor may be tempred 1o foeus his or her gaze
on the specks in the victin’s eve, and aver arrention
away from the gaping hole in the victim’s heart—a hole
that can only be filled by the gospel. A pastor who
judges quickly and harehly may lose che child forever—
and will one day be a subject to the gaze ot a Saviorwho
asks 1= to care for the suffering.

Inscead, rhe pascor should recognize the brokenness
before hirm—a brokenness char may have displayed it-
selt for years. Jesus came to bind the wounds of the bro-
ken hearted and the gospel may be the only tonic the
abused child has #ever experienced. The pastor must
pour out this il liberally.
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Assure the Yictim of Christ’s Empatchy

A vicelm may guesdon the goodness of God, in
part, beesuse of the thealogical staterments made by dhe
offendzr. The victim may also question whedher ar dot
God can truly understand his or her pain or gxpen-
eneces. When chis is the case, 2 Chrisian pascor can s
sist by showing the child avery different image of God
Tell the vietim thar those who abuased bim or her vio-
tated the dear commandments of God and thar any
rwisred theology they cmployed in justification came
not from God, but from Seean himsclf, Tell them dhac
Jesus understands such toxic theology—afeer all, the
devil employed thav wickery on Christ as well (see, for
srample, Mo £ 1-11), More imporrantly, speak of
Christ’s tove of children and che grave warnings he gave
to anyone who barms them-—telling his disciples thar
the angels of chitdren have direer access to his Fachor
and that being tossed into a sza with amillstone aroand
cheir neck would be a beteer choice than to hurpachild
(Mr 18:6). Tell them ther Chrst, the very Sont of
God, was a deseendant of a sconally exploited woman
{Joshua 2, 6:22~2% Heb 18:31; Mt 1:5), and was
frequendy seen in the company of other somally e
ploited women a8 he promvised not only bis help, bue
the very bingdom of God (Me 21:31}.

Tell che suifering soul thar Jewus understands mal-
crearment. As one who was called names and mocked
with purple robes and twisted thoms, Christ under-
sratids crnotional abuse. As the recipicnt of blows wo his
face and whips to hishack, Christ underscands physical
abuse. As onc sailed naked o a wee, pablicly exposed
w the jeers of soldiers, Chrise even understands the
pain of children forced ro distobe before the eyes of
men with only zvil thoughes. Surely he hus bome our

S{ETOTYS,

Apply the Gospel Compassionately

The victim may have sarreme guilt over the usage of
drugs or alcohal, may have suffered from myriad failed
relarionships or « liose of other problems. The paster
should recognive the crotmity of this pain and assore
e sorvivor of God’s forgiveness and love. Sumply
seated, the pastor must display the campassion of our
Savion _

Tony Campolo tells of being ar a diner carly onc
DTG and gverhewsin g Agnes, a DTOSTIHLL, lamenc
that she was aboat to tum 39 years old and had never
hzd 2 birthday parew. Campolo worked with the man-
ager of the diner o arrange for a splendid parry for
Agnes, complete with a bisthday cake, Upon secing the
cake, Agnes WS GVErcome with this strange love. She
asked ifshe could rake the cake to show hee mother. As

APPLYING THF LEW AND GOEREL

Agnes left momentarily with the cake, Campole led all
the prosttutcs gathered for che paity in prayer for
Agnes {sec Campole, 2009, for a complete aecount). ot
other woeds, Campolo preached the gospel by demon-
strating the compassion of Christ.

Assist the Vicrim fu Accessing Appropriate Medical
2nd Menzal Health Caze

Pastars should not ignore the needs of those sirug-
gling with drogs, alcohol, scxaal impulses, anger, or any
aumber of viher condidons often found amang chosc
sipped from childhood. In helping the child access
mental health services, pastors should seck a mental
heakth provider current on the literature addressing
chitdhood traama and who &5 skilfed ai providing
connseling or other sexvices. Many well-educared pro-
fessionals have had very Hrde sraining at the undergrad-
nate and graduate level on chifd seomad abuse {Cham-
pion, Shipmarn, Bonser, Hensley, & Howr, 2003}, and
thus icis eritical oo ask some guestions before naking a
refestal. In some cascs, an incompetotit conselor may
he woise than ne counselor ac all:

Eefrain frore Plagimdes

Many well-meaning theologians are quick o offer 2
biblical plasiade ro complex spirtaual struggles. Whea
this happans, a vietdm often feebs frastrared and Iooks
lsewhere for guidsace {Brovwan, 2009). Consider, for
exanmple, the zomplex theological quesgons contained
in thiz survivor’s acconne of wagma, shared with the
snrhor:

When [was a fede girl, my dad would come into my bed-
room to tuck me 0. He wonld read me 5 sroey and dhen
he wordd have me werer my bedrime proyers. ™Now I ley
one dows to sleep L 7 Afer the prayees, Dad would seve-
alty shusc me. When che abuse was done he would cell e
things Tike "God doesat hear your prayers. 16 he did, he
waonldn't allew mc eo wouch von sexpally righs afver your
prayers. Lither theee oo God or, if God exisrs, he 13 10
ablc to proveer you! T kave never forgotren what wy dasd
said. U 5 grown woman o s, every time 1 ey, ¥
racvaber 28l the dmes § acked God vo watch over me dur-
ing the might, and how the prayees svent unaswesed. 1
wart te pray, Twant t be close to God, bar T don'tknow
" how, 1" thinking meybe my dad was richt—zither there
17 Caod or else heis anable o proter me. Please tell me

wlhar 1o 4o

A pastor engaged wigh this ;_:-aiishiom:r will need o ex-
plore die toxic dhcology preseated by her father as well
as the difficalt questions posed about prayer. Stmply
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stated, o platitude won't due. Whar is likely needed is a
series of theological discussions on these myriad issues.
The pastor smay wish to recommend helpful backs or
materials on one or roore of these issues and discuss che
assignments with the parishioner (see, for example,
Yancey, 2010 for » helpful book thar incledes myriad
references ro the unanswered prayers of child abuse vie-
ams). The pascor must be isrvested for the long haul.

Don’t Make Forgiveness knco a Law, Bur 2 Change of
Heart Rooted in the Gospel

Many victiras of abuse struggle with dhe issee of for-
giveness and, when forgiveness does occur it ofien
takes sime {Worthingron et al, 2000), Consider, for
example, the pain of this vicdm, shared with the
author;

Lam a2 police officer and a Christian. I've been baprized,
confirmed, and have faichfully artended churck ol sy
life. Tam, choogh. deeply woubled. When Twasa boy. avy
farhar eonelly abused me. One of his fevarite things wo do
was t take e inzo the barn (we lved on a farm), serip me
nuked, bind ray hands rogecher with 2 rope and then toss
the orher e of the same rope over the rafters in the barn
so that I'would bang naked in the barn as he bear e with
a stick. The soundd of thar sdck, the smell of thar bans, and
the sight of my blood are never far fiom ray memocy. T am
a good persan, mud { belicve Jesus is iy savior, Arthe same
time, though, T know 'm going to hell. T recall the Sanday
School lesson of Jesus seolding Peeer chat our obligatdion is
nor w forgive seven times bor seventy tmes seven—
meening an infinite nomber of dines. T recall Jesus saving
that }fwe can’t forgive others, we won't be forgiven. Trvas
L mighs, I cannot forgive my farher. Why should [ have 1o
go e hell because { can’t forgive dhe man whe ormred
me?

Albough some of the answers ta this question may dif-
ter depending on the pardceafar denornination of the
survivor, it is clear that che survivor has mulriple cheo-
logical questions, which need careful consideration
and compassionate responses { Tracy, 2005). As a stare-

ing point, though, chiee concepts may he helpful. Firse,

assure the survivor thar furgivencss is not a toleration
of sin. The child abuss victim has every righ o have a
perpetrator prosecuted and otherwise held acconnt-
able for arimes committed. If forgiveness was the roler-
ation of sin, no government could enforce the law, no
parent could covrect a child, and no church could exer-
cise discipline, .
Second, recognize thar forgiveness cannor b
forced. Requizing the victim to forgive a perpetrator as
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azondition of redemprion is simply ro place the vietim
under the luw. Instead, suggest o the victim thar for-
giveness i5 a gift of God thar allows the survivor 1o lex
ga overwhelming feelings of anxisey, hatred, and anger.
Many victims have reld me over vhe years chat anril
they forgave an offender, the perperator condnued o
have power over them. Martin Momn, a sarvivor of
child sexual abuse at the hands of “Bob” 2 man ar a
chorch summer camp, described the process of fargive-
ness with these words {(Moran, 2005, p. 279):

And a2 thought cam¢ to me. Something Sister Chuistine
said all those years ago. That with dre really tough things
it would zlveays come down wo grace. 4 giff frore the be-
yarid phar moves 1 toward pur awn safoation, And ag
crawled oneinee the thick Los Angeles rraffic, whac 1 kepe
hearing in 1ry head was this prayen, 2 plea repeading: O,
grace, please, Jer it go, et bim be, for heaven’s sake, Ler bim
rest. I macan Bob, of course. Bur then, 1 reulize I'im really
miking abour somenne clse. The rwelveyear-old, The
sweer ki canght in a phoro, soill calking his way onr. And
P ot sare how in the warld 1o ket him resr. Not yer,
ATYWAY.

Third, point the victm 1o the cross and muse the Holy
Spirit zo do His work, Diane Langberg, a Christian
psychologist specializing in coanscling sexally abused
children, puts 5t this way:

Ir bas been my experience in my work with survivers that

rather than simply welling them shey need 1o forgive—a

starement that aften everwhelms them wich despair-—~itis

nuch more helpful 1o ceach them, as they are ready, abour
 the work of God in Christ on the cross . .. Over time,
clienes sce gvidence of that work in dhelr own lives . The
recognition of that wonderful redemption almost ahways
resuits in 3 hunger to be like che onz whe hus loved then
so faithfully, (Langberg, 2003, p. 185)

Cautionsly Respond When a Victim Asks co
Caonfront the Perperrator '

Martin Moran chose ro confront the man who mo-
lested him at a church camp only to find that the of-
fender continued o engage in cognidve distortions
thar minimized his conduct. Specifically, the perpetra-
tor told Moran;

Iwanred o helpyou. You were mach a gende soul ., . Men-
rally, you were way ahead of the other boys. Yor were spe-
cial ...

were o ctirious about things. . vou were shy and Twanred

There were others, [ admit. Bur nor like you. You

o reach you about the land and anbmals and help you gain
confidence. And you did. (Moran, 2005, p. 274,



Rather than genuing repentance, the offender eon-
tinucd o minimize his own conduce and suggest to
Moran thar somchew the scoal abuse wiis good for
him. This is nor a0 isolated or unusual acenrence and
pastors need 10 help survivors understand thae @ gon-
frantation with the offender is unlikely to go as chey
enwvision. I 'they nonctheless chaose co coniront the of-
fender, the survivor shoutd be fully prepared by a raen-
) health professional to process the event before and
aficr the confrorrarion. Tt may also be wise for a pas-
tor, counsclor, or other support person 1o be with the
vicrim during any confrontarion so thar the support
persan ¢an immediatcly challenge the cognitive distar-
tions the offender may direce 2t the surviver (Lang-
berg, 20031

Seck the Lost

Preaching the gospet 10 abased children involves'

raore than waiting for one o appear in our office or
aven ont churches—it means an active search for the
lose. GGiven how many of these children are driven from
the church by Cheistans who violaced their bodies i
the pame of God and by sther Christians who, a best,
responded passively, there s an urgent need for Chiis-
vendarn to adom itselfin sackelodh and ashos and chen
change couise. Pastors shonld be proactive in preach-
ing fabouc the siu of child abnse, Chaiscian publishing
houses should produce books and odier materials di-
receed ar abused children or those whe seck to help
thesm, and every Chedstian should promore and Lnﬁ,n:r;
rigorous child protection policies as u public witiess
that the charch cares for children in desd and nor just
in word {Victh, 2011). This is nor an easy conrse to
take and many will brisde at 2 bold ministry to abused
children, prericalarly it this means biinging such dara-
aged somls jnro our midsc. If, th em;h she chorch can-
not heed Christ’s command o care for childven, dhosc
closest to God in faich (Mr 18: 3, Lk 10:21) and yer
the mest valnerable, ic 15 doubiuel a church can con-

sider feself arnly Cheistian. In addressing the sieeds of

abused children, the church has done too littde for too
long and, when it bas acred, has often done so for the
wrong, reason—stch as avoiding a lawsnir (Lymon,
3008}, Instead, the church needs ro act out of genuine
repentance and an overflowing of Christian love. Ler
thar eeformasion bogin with cach of us.

Applying Law and Gospel o Perpesravers of Child
Sevual Abunsc
T’nrou ghout his fecrures on faw and gospel, as well

cfmcd about app}fm;_, the gospel to “wweare smpers”

AFPPIYING THE L2 Ax{) SO5BEL
Whlther claimed that a Christian chareh doss ot “tok
erate ohvious sgivanes of sin” (Walther, 2011, p. 1554
Ins his Jecoures on law 2od gospel, Waither told his sem-
inacy stadents: “Do not proctaim forgiveness of sins to
wupenitent and weure sinaers. Thee would be 2 harri-
ble mingling of Law and Gospel. r would be like scufl-
ing food ingw the mouch of a person who is already
filled o the point of vomitng .. (Walther, 2011,

p.45)

Avoid Cheap Grace

Walther’s words reflect the comeept of chenp
Grace"—a twem coined by Dictrich Borhoefler, a
Lucheran minister cxccuted by the Nazis becasse of his
oppesition o the government {for 4 roview, see Me-

. raxas, 2010). Bonhocfer defined cheap grace as “grace

sold on the market like cheapjocks’ wares, The saae-

weents, the forgivencss of sin, and the consoladons of

weligion are dicown away ac cac prices” {Bonhoeffer,
1959, p. 43}. Many sex offendars have fornd the valae
of “cheap grace” in faith commumitics. Simply put,
these sex offenders have comi tw realize thar if they ooy
readily and mouth the words of repentance they wan'
have w rake sty action to temedy the damage they have
inflicted. Mumerons clergy have beon confronred with
offenders who confoss to sexually abwsing children,
eworionally express remorse, and pledge thar abuse wall
never happen sgain. Many offenders beg for Gods for-
giveness and some cleegy members arc quick Lo sbsolve
sieners while simydranconsly ignoring the needs of vie-
tims. When this happens, many offenders recurm heme,
yealize how easy it is to be forgiven snd will molest chil-
dren again,

Ask Tough Questions

(Given dhe m:.mpulan\*{: arure of many offenders,
members of the dergy may wish to ask 2 serics of ques-
tions to determine the serionsncss of the offender’s re-
penrance. Pastors faced with afftnders may wish 1o ash
the following:

e Flave you infimmed yonr spousc dhat you have
sexually abused your child? If your wife vwanes
vou to move our of the house, are yon willing to
do it? Tf the child vicrim wanes yau 1o leave the
frousc are you willing zo do i

o Haveyou informed veur child’s medical provider
thar vou have vi ::rh::d his or her body?

e Have you seferred vour child 1o a counselor to as-
sise in coping wich the abuse you have infliceed
on him or her?

» Do you hold yourself fully responsible for your

P
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conduct-—or do you believe your victim in some
way contributed o the abuse?

» Have you turned vourself In to the police? Are
you willing 1o confess your crimes to the police or
will you make them “prove it”? If the government
files charges for crimes vou have commiceed, will
you be pleading guilry or will you force vour
child victira to restify publicly and be grilled by
any areorney you hire?

» Are you willing to enroll in a sex offender treat-
ment progeam?

An offender who s confessing sexual miscondner
but is unwilling to address dhe physical or emotonal
needs of his vierim, wo disclose the abuse to his spouse,
or 1o seck sex offender eanment, may be secking for-
giveness bur is giving no indication of an inzention to

repair the damage inflicted or to reform his behavior.

ziven the serious criminal narure of the conduce, an of-
fender unwilling ro tum him or herself inta the police
should be subjected o church discipline—not the re-
cipient of sacrameniss (Meraxas, 2010),

Apply the Law as an Act of Genuing Love

Some members of the clergy have snpgested o me
thar such harsh tearment of an offender removes the
gospel from their work. Pastors with this concern
should contemplate how they would handle a sitvation
in which a parishioner confesses to having commirted
numerons chefs, asks God’s forgiveness for his crimes,
but freely admizs he has no intention of remming any
of che stolen pr()pﬁr't}' o his victims, much less wrning
himselt into the polive. When confranted wirh this hy-
pochedesl, many pastors acknowledge they would nor
pronounce forgiveness since it is clear the offender is
nat rraly penitent. This is the universal response thas 1
have received when presenong dhis hypotherical sce-
narip £a dergy acending lectures. The very same prin-
ciple must be applicd ro sex offenders unwilling ro hold
themselves accouneable o the wmuthontes or o do
everyching within cheir means vo assist the children
they have harmed.

Such a harsh application of the law is not crael, bue
a genuine act of love, A sex offender unwillingto accepr
full responsibilicy for his conduer, who continues o
minimize his offense or to blame others for his conduce
is not yet the “crushed” sinner Walther believed o be
ready for che gospel. Specificaily, Walther said:

Woe (o evervone who pampers securs sinners with soft
pillews and cushions! These preachers lall wo cleep with
the Gospel thoss who vught to be awakened from their

an

sleep with the law, Te is 2 wrong spplication of the Gospel
to preach it to people wha are not afraid of sinning,
{Waldher, 2010, p. 39}

Jjust as Walrher believed God will hold us accountable
for failing o care for children, it is also true God will
hold us accountable for fafling to properly apply the
law o those sex offenders securs in their sins. Pasrors
oftering cheap grace provide 2 fake solace and serve
only to endangsr ihe soul.

Seek Trize Confession

L.ike Walther, Diecrich Bonhoeffer recognized the
need for true confession, fearing that many parish-
ioners avoid discossing their sins with a fellow Chris-
dan in the secret hope of condnuing rtheir condnct,
Bonhocffer believed these Christians recognize thar a
brother in the faith may hold them accouneable for
their sins and demand a change in their behavior (Bon-
hoeffer, 1954). Fearing the necessary dosage of the law,
these sinners unwittngly also deprive themselves of the
gospsl. '

Recognize the Vahee of Earthly Consequences

When a pastor provides a healchy dose of dhe law,
the ¢hild molesrer is forced to realize how much dam-
age he has done and the conseqnences of his actons.
The sex offender may lose his frecdom and his family,
may have significant restrictions on where he can work
and live, and may fosever be vsracized by sociery, Ivis
only in this brokerness, thongh, thae an offender will
find the trne power of the gospel. For many sex offend-
ers, the only way 1o the eross s to lose everything.

Consider, for example, the two thicves crucified
with Jesus, Although both thieves recognized their
crimes, one of the men was not repentant, choosing in-
stead to mock Christ and demanding that Jesus take
thiz eriminal from the cross {Lk 23:39), The other
ehief, though, did not ask o be exomed fram earchiy
consequences for his sins, acknowledging, “(wje are
punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds de-
serve” {Lk. 23:41}. This repentant sinner simply threw
himself tipon the mercy of his Lord. In response, he
received the gospel: “I tel! vor the rruth,” Jesus said,
“Today you will be with me in paradise™ (Lk. 23: 42—
43].

When confronted by sex offendsrs complaining of
prison seneesices and registration requirements, clergy
and laity may wish to remind them of the rhicfwho ac-
cepted sovernmental punishments for his crimes and
asked only for the merey of God. It was this genaine re-
pentance, a repentance that did nor seek relief from



carthly consequences to sin, drat Jesus responded to
with unmerited grace.
Conclosion

Jesus eafled on us to display the humiliry and faidh
of Tietle childven™ if we ase to enter the kingdom of
heaven {Mr 18: 23}, Jesus also warmed s nor so caase
these children o sin and said chae, *whoever welcomes
a lirdde child like this in my name welcomes me” {Mx.
18: 5-6). Unfortunately, many who scxaally abuse chil-
dren do so in the maune of Christ and purposely twist
theclogy in such a way as 1o convinc the child he or
she is responsible for the abnse. As a reanle, many of
these children suffer significant medieal. mental health,
and spiricual damage. Abused children are at greater
risk ro develop problems with drugs, aheehol, smolking,

:mgcf, and a hase of other s

| Clergyand lary vfamiliarwith dhese dyramics of-
ten apply the kaw 1o victims and the gospel w perpena-
rors of abuse. When this happens, papesrators o -
bofdened to steke again, and many children are fostta
the chnrch. Wirh a large and growing body of research
docurnenting these facts, the charch canno lowger hide
behind igporance. Stmply stated, the church mast
properly apply law and gospd 1o victros and offenders
and to orherwisc fully prepars for the day of judgment
when our Lord will ask cach of gs. "Whesre are the
children?”
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GEIGLY RESPONSE TOARTSE 1% THE CHRISTIAY ENYIRONENT

Suffer the Children:

Developing Effective Church Policies on Child Maltreatment
Victor L Vieth?

“This quest may be attempted by the weak with as much hope as the strong.
Yet such is oft the course of deeds that move the wheels of the world: small hands do them because
they must while the eves of the great are elsewhere.”
' ~J.RR Tolkicr?

Althongh churches, synagogues, temples and other places of worship are increasingly implementing
policies to protect children from abuse, the policies adopted are often inadequate and of limited
value, This article includes ten concrete suggestions for faith insttutions that will ;11:1 in developing
and implementing policies more likely to keep children safe.

1. Comsultiwith at least one child abuse expert in developing policies

A chureh elder vecently contacted the National Child Pro tection Training Center to express his
frustration that their insurance provider told them to 1mplement a child safety policy as a means of
Yowering their insurance rate. The insurance provider even gave the church several sample child
safety policies. Unfortunately, the policies were vasily different and inconsistent with one another,
When the chureh elder asked for an explanation, the insurance provider explained, “It doesn't
matter to us what policy you adept, you simply need to have one.”

Church elders and other faith leaders must tnderstand that very few, if any insurance company
employees have investigated, prosecuted, treated or otherwise have significant experience in
working with sex offenders. The insurance company is primarily inlerested in limiting liability and

thus they will advocate for some policy, but they are in a poor posmnn to develop or mplement
effective policies,

Although faith leaders should certainly consult with their insurance provider, they need to make a
voncerted effort to consult genuine experts on child abuse. Contact local law enforcement agencies,
prosecutor offices and sex offender treatment providers and ask these true experts to assist in
developing policies on child abuse.? Making these contacts in advance will also assist the church or

other faith institution in working with these very dapartments if and when a case of child abuse
arises within a congregation,
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2 Understand that insurance providers and seme law firms have a vested interestin
preventing future abuse—and keeping quiet about past abuse

Not anly are insurance companies and some law firms poorly equipped to advise on developing
church child abuse policies, they also have a vested interest in primarily thinking about the future.
The reason for this is that preventing future abuse will limif liability for the church and the
insurance provider, By the same token, insurance companies and their lawyers have a vested
interest in not developing policies that may assist in uncovering abuse that hLas takern place in the
past—becanse they believe doing so will increase the exposure of their client to liability. This is alse
why, when issues of past abuse arise, insurance companies as well as some law firms encourage
churches to keep quiet and to limit any internal investigation.

The danger of keeping quiet

When the leaders of Vienna Presbyterian Church in Vienna, Virginia decided to publicly
acknowledge their failures in responding to reports of sexual abuse by a youth minister and to
apologize to the survivors, they were admonished by their insurance provider to keep quiet*
Specifically, they received a letter from their insurance provider’s lawyer advising them as follows:

“Do not make any statements, orally, in writing or in any manner. to acknowledge,
adrait to or apologize for anything that may be evidence of or interpreted as {a

" suggestion that) the actions of Vienna Presbyteran Church...caused or contributed
to any damages arising from the intentional acts/ abuse/misconduct” by the youth

director.®

Tronically, this sert of advice actually increases the chance a church or other faith institution will be
sued by victims. This is because maost victins are not interested in large monetary settlements—
they are interested in public, unequivecal apologies, genuine church reform and compassionate
assistance in addressing the medical, mental health and spiritual damage inflicted by the
perpetrator.s Contrary to the fears of the attorneys, the church in Vienna has not yet been sued
despite a public and unequivocal apology to those who suffered from abuse by a churel leader.”

A plaintiff's attorney who has frequently sued churches for negligent handling of child abuse cases
advises, “Doing the smart thing and deing the right thing is the sane thing.’s This same attorney

" notes that if churehes or other faith institutions focus primarily on taking care of the needs of the
victim, “they will find it goes better for them after that” because “it just takes all the venom cut of

the situation.”?
The danger of limiting the investigation

fn addition to aveiding an apology or at least Hmiting public statements, some faw firms
recortraend that churches conducting an internal investigation speak only to those whao have

- revealed abuse, as opposed to speaking with all of those who may have been abused or may have
knowledge of abuse.'® This advice is contrary to hest practices for child abuse investigators
recommended by the National District Attorneys Association’s National Center for Prosecution of
Child Abuse,1i Since most victims will delay disclosure and many will not disclase until asked, 12



failure to speak with all the children in the care of a zexnal offender, or at least those children who
share characteristics similar t¢ known victims, will impede the ability of some children to share
their experiences and access needed services. This failure will slso impede the ability of the chureh
to fully assess the conduct of a child abuser., Some law firms recommending a limited investigation
suggest it may "re-injure” potential victimy to ask them about their "sexual past.”13 In reality, the .
parents of victims, and the victims themselves, are often outraged when they discover a church
knew a perpetrator offended against one or more children and failed to fully assess the possibility
there were other victims. ' If a church purposely limits an investigation, and this abridged
investigation results in a child abuser continuing to have access to children, this decision will
almost certainly increase the church’s exposure to Hability 15 More importantly, it will send a
disturbing message to the entire church bady, particularly any survivers, that the church is
primarily interested in maintaining a positive public image and has no interest in finding, much lass
helping all the children who may have been harmed by a particular church worker.

3. Limitthe opportunity for sex offenders to access children

Dr. Anna Salter, a sexual offender freatment provider, states it is important for parents and child-
serving organizations such as churches to avaid “high visk situations.” This is because "we cannot
detect child melesters or rapists with any consistency” and thus "must pay attention to ways of
deflecting any potential offenders from getting access to our children.”16

Many youth organizations have prevented the abuse of children in their care simply by limiting the
aecess of potential offenders to boys and girls, Child abusers count on privacy to avoid detection of
their criminal behavior, When churches or other faith institutions remove this privacy it becomes
mere dificult for the offender to succeed. Ata minimum, then, faith institutions sbeald have the
following policies in place; '

»  Two-deep leadership. 1 at all possible, children should always be in the care of at least two
church workers. Even if 2 worker or volunteer has to remove a child from the groap for a
legitimate reason, the child and the worker should always be in the eyesight of at least one
additional worker or valunteer. When developing two-deep leadership teams, it may be
wise to avoid placing close family members or friends as teamis, This is because a spouse or
other close family member is more likely to protect a loved one who violates church rules or
engages in concerning behaviar with a youth.

»  Respect for the child's privacy. Sex offenders like to see children undressing or otherwise
seek an opportunity to inftdate conversation shout sexual topics. Accordingly, workers and
volunteers should avoid watching children undress in Jocker rooms, showers or bathrooms,

»  Separate sleeping accommodations. At boarding schools, camps or other overnight settings,
there should be separate sleeping accommadations for children and the adudts. If there iz a
reason for an‘adult to enter the sleeping accommedations of children at night {i.e., a child
has become {1}, the exception should be well documented and, if at all possible, two adults
should be entering the sleeping area. When requiring separate sleeping aceommodations,
make it clear this means truly separate. In one case, an offender arranged an overnight with

youth during which he had an adjoining room door he could easily open and otherwise gain
access to the children he molested.



o Limit if not prohibit, events at aworker's home. In one case, a youth minister had the
children he was working with over to his house for a party in which all the children joined
Bitn in a kot tub where he instructed some of the children how to masturbate with the jets.
Again, sex offenders seek private access to children and allowing a worker to be alone with
children at his or her house increases the risk. I there is a legitimate reason for hosting an
event at the worker's home, have some rules around such activities—such as an additional

worker present..in the same vein, there should be regulations on church workers visiting
the homes of children. In more than ene case, church workers have visited children at thejr
homes and have molested them. ¥

s Appropriate attire. Adult workers and volunteers should weay appropriate clothing at all
times, Activities such as skinny dipping should always be prohibited. Again, offenders lock
for opportunities to initiate inappropriate sexual conversations with their potential victims.
Accordingly, sexually suggestive or otherwise inappropriate appavel or behaviovs should be
prohibited. '

o Sexudl jokes, conments or behaviors around children should be strictiy prohibited. In one
case, a “Christian” teacher told the boys in his care about the frequency he had sex with his
wife on his honeymoon. The same teacher would slam on the brakes when driving the
school van and comment to the boys this was merely a “ball busting exercise.” A protestant

‘worker at a church boarding school hosted a pizza party in which the invited adolescent
girls were “accidently exposed” to his parnography collection. In another case, a Lutheran
schoal teacher made frequent jokes and imperscnations of homosexuals, Apart from the
Fact that all of the behaviors described run contrary Lo the teachings of any legitimate
thealogical practice, there are two practical, compelting reasons that behaviors such as
these should be strictly prohibited and result in immediate discipline, First, these behaviors
nay be used by offenders to invite sexual conversations with children in the hope of
engaging in sexuzl activity, Second, these behaviors create a climate making it much more
difficult for abused children to disclose their victimization. For example, 2 boy being
sexually abused by his father, or who may wonder about his own sexual identity, may be
particularly reluctant to expose this victimization when be is in the company of a teacher
and attends a schocl that allows jokes about same-sex conduct.

s  Windows and apen doors, There may be times when a teacher or other adult will need to be
alone with a child, such as a teacher giving a child a music lesson. fn such a scenarie, it is
important to have an open-door policy where fellow teachers or others can enter
unexpectedly and to have windows on doors so others can see what is happeningina
particular room, Again, sex offenders loek for opportunities to abuse childven and itis the
vesponsibility of a youth-serving organization fe litnit these opportunities,®

e  Prohibiting corporal punishment. Corporal punishment of children is prohibited in most
sehools, day cares and ather settings.?® There is a large bedy of medical and mental health
research documenting that corporal punishment does very little good and is often harmful
fo children. 2 As an additional concern, sex offenders may view corporal punishment as a
socially permissible means eo touch a child’s buttocks or other intimate parts of the body.2?

4. Conduct a background check and oval sereening of workers and volunteers

R



Many seminaries do not cenduct background checks or any other child protection related screening
of their students prior to their graduztion. In some ingtances, seminaries have been sued for
negligently graduating a sex offender and sending them on to an unsuspecting flock.2? Despite their
exposure to liability, many seminaries and other faith schools graduate students into congregations
without liaving done a comprehensive aszessment of possible risk factors. Even ifa seariinary has
conducted some sort of screening, it is stilt wise for alocal congregation fo condurt both 2
background check and an oral screening of workers znd voluntesrs. This is because the seminary
may have conducted an incompetent sereening oF it may have conducted a screening upon the
student’s adimission to the seminary but did not examine behaviors that may have arisen during
serninary training,

Altheugh 2 background check is important, it will only reveal those whe have been convicted of a
crime against a chifd.?? This is problematic because most sex offenders, even some who have
abused hundreds of children, have never been charged much less convicted of 2 crime,
Accordingly, an oral screening of faith workers and volunteers should also be condurted. This
screening may include:

»  Asking the candidate if he has reviewed the church child protection policy and what his
thoughts are about the policy. Candidates who don’t believe such policies are nacessary or
express any hesitancy in abiding by the policies may not be child abusers, but they are also
less likely to be vigilant in keeping children safe.

+ Asking a candidate interested in working with children the basis for that interest. In
recommending this question, some experts suggest it may help locata workers and
volunteers who undetstand their role is to help children and not the other way around,2s
Offenders are often ege-centric and seek children who meet their needs (i.e. “Children are
non-judgmental and make me feel good about myself.”) a5 opposed to what they can da for
children (i.e., "I think I'm a very good feacher and ] ran hé'lp childreu read and ctherwise
grow intellectually.”}

v Asking a condidate whether they have any adult friendships, Some sex offender freatment
providers have noted it is risky to place children in the care of an adult who appears to have
no adult frlendships or activities—and yet is frequenting settings and putting himselfin
situations where he has regular acress to children. According to sex offender treatment
provider Dr. Anna Salter, church groups should "be careful with men whe involve
themselves in youth activities and who do not have children of their own or children of that -
age. From church youth learders to coaches to anyone who befriends your child, notice if
they have grown-up friends and partners. If they do not, be very cautious about leaving
them alone with your child,”26

»  Give the candidate a hypothetical case of potential child abuse and ask how she would handle
the situation® If the candidate expresses any reservation in following the church child
protection pelicy in response to a hypothetical case, it is a fair assumption that he or she
will also hesitate when confronted with an actual caze.

An oral screening is not a panacea and, similar to a backgronnd check, will not catch most sex
offenders. This is because many sex affanders understand the "right” answer to many questions and



are more than happy to say whatever it takes to get near children, Nonetheless, an oral screening
will assist in at least three ways. First, it sends the message that the charch is sertous about its child
protection policies.?3 This may deflect some sex offenders to the axtent they realize that a chuyeh
serious abant child protection will be more difficult to operate in than a church which only gives lip
service to the protection of children. Second, it may take away an offendar’s excuses when a church
seeks to discipline or remove him for violating policies. For example, if the screener makes it clear
that making sexual jokes around chiidren is prohibited, the offender can no longer say “1 didn't
raalize that” when confroated for violating the rule. Third, an oral screening may help screen out
those applicants who may not be child abusers but who will not be vigilant in enforcing the child

protection policies.
5. Teach personal safety to children in faith-based schools

A personal safety program for children sends a powerful message that the faith community is aware
of the need for personal safety and is willing to help if a child is harmed.?® A personal safety

program is not the same as sex education. The teacher or other instructor is simply telling children
that the parts of their body covered by bathing suits are not supposed to be touched by others and,
when they are, they should tell surneone, If the person they telf daesn’t believe them, they should
keep on telling until they are believed, There ave pumber of personal safety programs that can be
gasily modified for a faith-based school® In addition to teaching the children personal safety, it is
important to provide instruction to the parents so that they can reinforce these lessons at hone and
will know how to respond if a child makes a disclosure.

Many faith-based scheols teach fire safety, sch ool crossing safety or even swimming safety and yet
bristle at the thought of personal safety designed to empower children to protect themselves
against offenders. Some professionals are oppesed to personal safety classes because they believe
the classes put the burden on the child to protect themselves.’ However, these children have
already been led by their perpetrators to belteve there is nething they can do to stop the abuse. A
personal salety program may give them a way oul. Iit one case, a three-year-old victim, who had
received personal safety instructions from her church day care, subsequently reported to her
mother being molested by a twelve-year-old boy. The boy confessed to the offense and was
prosecuted in juventlé court.32 This is not an isolated anecdote, 33

Jtis important to remember that, althongh some children may disclose as a result of a personal
safety program, many children will never voluntarily disclose abuse. This is because child abuse,
particularly sexual abuse, is engulfed in secrecy and the victim may fear repercussions for
disclosing abuse.3* It is also important to remember that many victime love their offender and count
pn their parent o other perpetrater for food, clothing, shalter and other basic needs. As bad as
things may be at home, a child may fear that another environment will be worse,

6. Don't investigate-—report

Whert a child makes an outery of abuse, many faith organizations decide they need to conduct a
preliminary assessment or investigation to determine if the allegation is plausible before reporiing
the niatter to the police, This is problematic for four reasons.

e



First, it is unlikely that any ehurch or other faith institution has forensic interviewers specifically
trained to speak with 2 ehild about sexual abuse, police officers skilled atinterrogating child sexual
abuse suspects or mental and medical health professionals who can docunient physical and
psychological injuries resulting from abuse, Simply stated, the church is not specifically trained to
assess an aliegatian of child abuse and thus should refer the matter to the local authorities whe are
specifically trained.

Second, any delay in reporting may result in the loss of critical evidence.?s Evidence on the child's
body, for example, will absorb, transfer or be washed away. Lubricants, pernography, sexual toys or
other objects used in the abuse of the child may be destroyed, The perpetrator may use any delay to
pressure the child or others to minimize or recant an allegation.®

Third, any delay in reporting is likely a violation of the law. In most states, churches and other
erganizations or professionals serving youth are mandated to repcn t to the authorities any
reasonable susplcmn of abuse.¥?

Fourth, a church conducting an incompetent investigation that taints the memories of withesses,
results in the loss of evidence, or that provides the perpetrator with an oppertunity to threaten or
pressire one or more victims into silence may, on that basis alone, expase itselfto liability. This is
because an incompetent investigation may fail to detect an actnal abuser, i the abuser continues to
offend, which is likely, the chureh conducting the original investigation may be held responsible.

There may be instances in which the government declines to investigate a report of abuse even
though there is compelling evidence or even an admission of wrongdoing, IF, for example, the sexual
offense teok place in another country while a pastor was a missionary, the Iocal law enforcement
agency may be unable or nnwilling to take any action. In such a case, the church may need to
conduct an internal, competent investigation. Failure to do so may result in future victirs and will
expose the chureh to lability.% ff a church does not have as a member of the congregation a child

- abuse detective or other genuine expert, it may wish to relain such an expert to conduct the
investigation or at least to.serve the church as a« onsultant.

7. Develop church policies for sex offenders seeking to attend services or to join a
congregation -

Most offenders describe themselves as religious? and some studies suggest the most egregious sex
offenders tend to be actively involved with their faith community.* According to a national survey
of 2,864 church leaders, 20% of these leaders knew of at least one convicted sex offender who was
attending or was a member of their church.#! Accordingly, churches need to think in advance what
their policies will be when a sex offender seeks membership in their congregation.

At a minimun, these policies should include:

» Compliance with the law. The church should speak with the offender’s probation officer
and with the local prosecutor’s office to determine if the offender can lawfully attend
services or other functions at which children are present. If the offender is prohibited
from attending public gatherings at which children are preseat, the church shounld



inforra the offender that under no circumstances will the church aid in a viclation of the
Yaw, Once these boundary lines are clearly drawn, church leaders can then determine
hiow to meet the offender’s spiritual needs.

Consultation with the sex offender’s treatment provider. If the offender is or has been in
sex offender treatiment, the church should require him or her to sign 4 release so the
appropriate church leaders can speak with the Ireatment provider. This will assist the
church in determining the potential dangers the offender poses te children and will also
help the church leaders in meeting the needs of the affender.

‘Review of court and investigative records of the offender’s conduct. The appropriate
parties from the church should review the original complaint filed against the offender
as well as any records generated as a result. In many cases, an offender may have pled
guilty to sexually abusing one child in exchange for dismissing allepations of abuse
against other children. Irideed, the offender may even have confessed to abusing many
more children but the other cases were dismissed as a result of the plea bargain. A
complete review of these records will be mere telling than simply examining the
offender’s conviction record. In many states, acvessing these records is as simple as
wisiting the court administrator’s office in the county where the perpetrator was
covvicted and asking to see any publie files regarding the case.

Determine the fevel of supervision necessary to protect children, If the offender is
considered a low risk by the government and his or her reatment provider, it may be
possible for the offender to attend services but only under supervisien of atleast one
and preferably two mature members of the congregation who will be with the offender
at all times to ensure no children are harmed, and also to protect the offender from
taunting or other misconduct that may be directed at him or her. If the offenderisata
higher risk, or if there is any question as to risk, the church should establish separate
services for the offender at his home or another location in which he can be ministered
to. It may be appropriate to select a group of mature men who will also attend these
services so that the offender can have some sense of fellowship. This scenario would
allow the congregation to meet the offender’s spiritual needs without placing any child
at risk, If the offender is a woman, the supervision should be provided by mature
women {ram the congregation,

Even if the offender is at low risk, he shoudd not be allowed ta join a congregation where
the victim attends services, If the offender abused a member of the congregation, he
showlid be prohibited from joining the church. The congregation may work to find the
offender ancther spiritual home but the emotional needs of the victim should always
take precedent. If it is necessary to find the offender a different chureh, itis critical to
inform the new church of the basis for the offender’s removal. Otherwise, the offender
may be given a “fresh start”—and access to 2 whole new set of potential victims,

The church leaders should inform the congregation of the offender’s request to attend
worship ar to join the congregation and take into account the needs of the entire church
body. Offenders thrive on secrecy and they, and the community as a whole, are best
protected when there is an open discussion of their conduct and their presence in the
pew. Churcli leaders who believe thef,r can keep secret the presence of a convicted sex



offender are engaging in wishful. even dangerous thinking. In an age in which sex
offender registries and conviction records are easily accessible online, members ofthe
congregation will eventuaily discever an nffender is present and may feel betrayed that
the church hierarchy kept this frop the members, particularly those members with
children. Accordingly, the eniire congregation should be informed of the situation and
there should be a public discussion. The congregation should be particularly sensitive to
the concerns of parents wha worry that even if an offender is shadowed and otherwise
manitored in such a way as to make additional abuse difficult, the offender may
nonetheless have sexual thoughts when he or she is watching the children’s choir sing.
Even more importantly, church leaders should be sensitive to the fears of survivors of
abuse who may be emotionally harmed by knowing there iz an offender in their midst.
{lose proximity to a sex offender may be a weekly, painful reminder to survivors of
their ovn suffering. Simply put, the church must minister to the offender in such a way
that survivors are not re-victimized, emotionally or otherwise,

It is advisable to have a standing committee selected by the church bedy to oversee and enforce
these policies. If the church or other faith entity has members with knowledge or experience in
responding to or working with cases of sexual abuse it is wise to ask thein to be part of this
committee, If the church permits outside members to serve on such a comumittes, it may be
helpful to have someone from the local law enforcement agency, social service department or
prosecutor's office to at least serve in an advisory capacity to the committee, The members of
the comumittee themselves should be subjected to a background check, Needless to say, itwill be

difficult to regulate a sex offender in the church if the committee charged with his oversight also
includes a sex offender,

8. Be eognizantthat many offenders are seeking “Cheap Grace”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a Lutheran minister executed by the Nazis because of his opposition ta
the government.% Perhaps Bonhoeffer's greatest contribution to thealogy was his recognition
of the dangers of “cheap grace,” which Bonhoeffer defined us “grace scld on the market like
cheapjacks’ wares, The sacraments, the forgiveness of sin, and the consolations of religion are
thrown away at cut prices.”+

Many sex offenders have found the value of "cheap grace” in faith communities, Simply put,
these sex offenders have come to realize that if they cry readily and mouth the words of
repentance they won't have to falke any action to remedy the damage they have inflicted,
According to sex offender treatment provider Anna Salter, “If children can be silenced and the
average person is easy to fool, many offenders repory that religions people are even easier to
fool than most people,”+

Rumerous clergy have been confronted with an offender who confesses to sexually abusing
child, emotionally expresses remorse and pledges abuse will never happen again, The offender
begs for God’s forgiveness and some mentbers of the clergy are quick to absolve the sinner and
the sin. When this happens, many offenders raturn home, realize how easy it is to be forgiven

- and will molest their child azain,



Given the manipulative nature of many offenders, members of the clergy may wishto aska
series of questions to determine the seriousness of the offender’s repentance, The pastor may

wish to ask the following questions;

¢ Have you informed your spouse that you have sexually abused your child? H your wife
wanis you te move out of the house, are you willing to doit? If the child victim wants
you to leave the house are you willing to do it?

"« Have you informed your child’s medical provider that you have violated hier body?

». Have you referred your child to a counselor to assist in coping with the abuse you have
inflicted on him or her? : .

» Do you hold yourself fully responsible for your conduct-—or do you believe your victim
in some way contributed to the abuse?

e Have yon tarned yourselfin to the police? Are you willing to confess your ctitnes to the
police or will you make them "prove it"? I the government files charges for crimes yout
have comnritted, will you be pleading guilty or will you force your child vietin to testily
publicly and be grilled by any attorney you hire?

+  Are you willing to enroll in a sex offender treatment program?

An oFender who is confessing sexual misconduct but is unwilling to address the physical or
smotional needs of his victim, to disclose the abuse to his spouse or to seek sex affender treatment
may be seeking forgiveness but is giving no indication of an intention to repair the damage inflicted
or to refor his behavior, Given the serious criminal nature of the conduct, ap offender unwilling to
turn him or herself into the police should be subjected to church discipline——not the recipient of

sacraments,

Some members of the clergy have told me that such barsh treatment of an offender removes the
gospel from the pastor’s work.* When this happens, | often ask the objecting pastor how he would
handle a situation in which a parishioner vonfesses to having committed numerous thefts, asks
God's fargiveness for his crimes but freely admits he has no intention of returning any of the stolen
property io his victims, much [ess furning himse!f into the police, When confronted with this
hypothetical, pastors have always told me they would not pronounce forgiveness since it is clear
the offender is not truly penitent. The very same principle must be applied to the sex offender
unwilling to hold himself arcountable to the authorities or to do everything within his means to
assist the children he has harmed,

9, Develop policies for responding to an allegation within the faith community

In addition to reporting an allegation to the pelice, the church should determine in advance how it
* will handle an allegation of sexnal or other misconduct made by a child in the congregation against
another member of the congregation. At a minimum, the accused offender should be suspended
from activities involving children until the casé is fully considered by the authorities, Even if the
anthorities decline to prosecute, this may not resolve the matter. For example, there may be
credible evidence of child abuse but the government has determined it cannot prove the abuse
beyond a reasonable doubt, or there may be a legal barrier to adinitting a suspect’s confession or
other evidence. It is also possible the government declines to prosecute because no crime was

——



committed and yet the offender’s conduct is deeply concerning. In one case, for example, a Christian
school teacher was discovered to be chatting online with a student in which he admitted having
sexual thonghts about the child. Although the church reported the incident to the police, law
enforcement concluded a crime had not yet been committed, Although the government may have
Leen unable to take action, the church certainly can, Simply put, the admission of sexual thoughts
abouta child, much less the communication of these thoughts to a girl, warrants immediate removal
from teaching or othier duties that places this man in the company of children, Accordingly, even
‘when the government declines to prosecute, the church should fully assess the allegation and take
appropriate action, '

10. Policies must be accompanied with training

Employees or volunteers in a faith setting must receive annual training not anly on church policies
pertaining to child abuse but also on recognizing and etherwise responding to cases of child

maltreatment. There are a number of training materials that can assist the fith comm unity in
carrying oul this functiom#

Conclusion

Acrording to Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “Sitence in the face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us
guiltless, Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to ack.”# Faith communities must recognize the
attraction of child abusers to their institutions and must be proactive in keeping children safe.
Failure to do so will result in additional cases of abuse, and in lifetinies of agonizing physical,
emational and spi’r_itual damage, '
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Worship and Children - The Eternal Connection
Rogz Tchividjian} Exeourive Director of GRACE

In the past weeks, | have been struck with the myriad of issues that are related to child
abuse within the Christian community. However, in preparation for this articls,  vas faced
with a very fundamental question: "What is it about this subject that drives me and the
other members of GRACE to spend untold hours listening, teaching, counseling,
consititing, investigating, encouraging, and praying about children who have been so hurt
by the sin (and crime) of child abuse?” Ultimately, what propels each of us to spend our
lives equipping the Christian community to confront this destructive sin is our leve and
adoration of our Heavenly Father. Let me try and explain what [ mean....
in Mark 9:37, |esus says, Whoever welcomes one of these fittie children in my name welcomes
me. These are striking and powertul words from the Son of God. The piain reading of this
passage simply means that our embrace of God is demonstrated and exhibited by how we
love His little ones. Wow, think about that truth spoken from the lips of God Himself, We
love Him through the loving of children. Or put another way, we reject God by and through
the pushing away of His children.

The tragic truth is that abuse pushes children away from God.and this is one of Satan’s most
sucressful secrets. The Westiminster Shorter Catecbismy says that Man's chief end is to
glorify God, and to enjoy Him forever. In other words, the purpose for the life God has
breathed into each one of us is to be His worshippers. $atan whose chief objective is to rols
God of all wership hates this purpoese. Since man’s chief end is worship, Satan robs God of
this worship through the destruction of man. It doesn't take long before we realize that
Satanstarts by destroying the weost venerable of worshippers..those who are
weakest..children! A not so old study found that 2/3 of all people who embrace Christ do
so before their 18th birthday. Thus, it shoald not come as a surprise that Satan is tirelessly
working to destroy children in order to prevent them from spending a lifetime worshipping
God. Don’t you see this satanic agenda of robbing God of worship by preventing children
from experiencing the love of Christ? This is the ultimate of spiritual warfare!

1t is the worship of our great God, and the realization that Satan’s purposes are to rob God of
His worship through the destruction of His worshippers.beginning with precious
children..that drives the heart and soul of GRACE. This tragic truth would be too
overwhelming but for the glorious fact that it is by the work and power of God that we press
forward. John 1:4-3 says, In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shine in
darkness, and the darkuess has not overcome It. God is telling us that worship is preserved
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and restored through His Son's work on the cross, which has conguered darkness. What an
incredible promise from our incredible God! We are merely Cod's imperfect agents used by
Him to restore His worship liy and through confronting, addressing, and responding, to the
sin of child abuse. Please pray that Godwill bring forth His people to be His agents of light
in this very very dark place. :



A Public Statement Concerning
Sexual Abuse in the Church of Jesus Christ

Recent allzgations of sexual abuse and cover-up witlﬁn & well known international
minisiry snd subsequent public statements by several evangelical leaders have angered and
distrassed many, both mside and owiside of the Church. These events expose the toubling reality
that, far too often, the Church’s instinets are no differenut than from those of many m’h.er .
mstitutions, responding to such allegations by moving to protect her stractures rather than her
children. This is a longstanding problem in the Christian world, and we are deeply grir:véﬁ by the
failures of tﬁa;: American and global Church in responding 1o the issue of sexual abuse. We do not
just believe we should do better; as those who claim the name of Jesus and the cause of the
Gospel, we are eonvinced we moust do better. In the hope that a time is coming when Chrisiian _
leaders respond to all sexual abuse with outrage and courage, we offer this confession and
declare the Good News of Jesus on behalf of the abnsed, ignored and forgotten.

T.Iu:cq_gh the media we have been confronted with perpetual reports of grievous sexual
abuse and its cover-up. Institutions ranging from the Cathelic Church, various Protestant
churches and missionary organizations, Penn State, Yeshiva University High School, the Boy

| Scows, and all branches of our military have been rocked by allegations of abuse and of
complicity in silencing the viclums, And while many evangelical leaders have eagerly responded
with outrage to those public scandals, we must now acknowledge long-silenced victims who are
speaking oul about sexual abuse in evangelical Chiistian inst..[tutionsz schools, mission fields and
churches, large and small. And we must confess we have done far too little to hear anid help

them.



Holovaust survivor and author, Elie Weisel, once said, “Neutrality helps the oppressor,
never the victim... silence enconrages the tormentor, never the tormented” When we chioose
willful 'ig:mr&uce, inaction or nr:u!j'alityirl the face of evil, we 1ﬁai‘ticipalc in the suwé'vai of that
evil. When clergy, school administrations, beards of directors, or mititary commanders have
heen silent or have covered up abuse, they have joined with those who perpefrate Crimes against
(he “liftle ones” — often children, but also others who are on the underside of power because of
size, age, position or authority.

It goes without saying that sexial abuse 18 c:rimi_n_al,l bt within the Churely we also
helieve that it is the wark of the enemy of our souls — evil, horrific sin perpeirated in dark and
hidden places, forever altering Bves and destroying the faith of the abused. How could such evil
be present and overlocked in the body of Christ? Surely as his followers, we would do
everything in our power 10 8Xpose the deeds of darkness, opening the mouths of the mute, the
afﬂic_te:d ard the needy. The Clurch iﬁuﬁt never hinder those who so desperately need 1o mu to
God and his people for safety, hope and truth, while also providing them protection from the
great decetver

But we have I]jndﬂfﬂd the victims. By our silence and our ¢fforts to protect our names and
institutions and “missions,” we, the body of Chirist, have oft{-.;n sided with an cnemy whose sole
purpose is and has always been to destroy the Lamb of God and his _](}.1.‘.53861"1 ce m this world. Gur
basyncss and inaitention have often resulted in complicity in allowing dark places that shelter
abuse to fester and survive. |

 We must face the wuths of owr own teachings: To be a shepherd in the body of Christ and
tlind to the knowledge that your sheep are being abused by wolves in your midst 18 to be an

inartentive shepherd. To judge merely by outward appearances iz a failure of riphteousness. To

Pt



fail to obey the laws of the land as Scripture commands by declining to report and expose abuse
is to be a disobedient shepherd. To be told that wotves are devouring onr lambs and fail to
protect those Jambs is to be a shepherd whe sides with the wolves who hinder those same little
ones from coming (o Jesus. To fail to grasp the massive web of deceptivn entangling an abuser
and set hirn or her inose among T.ht:‘: sheep 1s 1o be paive about the very namze and power of sin.
To be told a child is being or has been abused and o make excuses for failing o act is &
diaBolical misrepresentation of God. To know a wowan is being raped or battered in hidden
places and silence her or send her back s 1o align with those who live as enemies of our God.
Protecting an institution or organization rather than a | vi g, breathing lamb s to love minisiry
more than God and to value a human name or institution maore than the peerless name of J es1s.
Dear chmrch of Jesus Christ, we nmst set aside every agenda but one: to gently lead gvery
tan, woman and child into the arms of our Good Shepherd, who gave his very life to rescue us
from the chuiches of our enerny and from sin and death — who tose from the dead and calied s
to the safety of his side. As we follow this Good Shepherd, we will “eliminate harmfil beasts
from the land, make places of blessing for the sheep, defiver them from their enslavers and make
_them secure in places whf:ré nue one will make them afiaid” (Ezekiel 34,252 8). surely it is for
such a fime as this that the Church has bcc.n. empowered 1o boldly and bravely enﬁbody the Good
News to accusers and accused alike, and 1o forsake our own comfort and position o love the
burting wiil an 1llogical extravagance.
To all who have been abused, broken, deccived and ignored, we have failed you and our
God. We repent for looking nothing lke our Lord when we have silenced you, ignored you or
moved away fiom yﬁu and then acted as if you were the problem. You are not the problem: you

are the voice of our God calitng his church to repentance and humility. Thank you for Laving the



courage to speak truth, May God have mercy on us all and oh may the day come when his chuarch
reflects the indescn’bablé love and compassion of Jesas, even to the potut of laying down our
lives for his precious sheep.

Dated this 17% day of July, 2013.

Click here to add vour voice and sign this staternent along with those ligted below,

Care) Ajamian, Refired

Ji Arcieri _
Pastor of Community Bible Fellowship Chareh in Red Hhll, PA

William 5. Barker -
Prafessor of Chireh Miswory, Emeritas at Weshininster Theological Semmary (PA}

Steve Brown
Professor, Emerius of Preaching and Pastoral Minisiry at Reformped Theological Semtinary, President ar Key Life
Network, Ine., and Author

. F. L {"Flip”) Buys
Associate International Director of the Weorld Reformed Fellowship, Soudh Africa

Rsbevca Campbelt ' :
Momber of the Beard of Trustess ot Biblical Theotogical Swrvnary

Alan Chambers
Femnder, Speak. Love

Kelly Clak .
Attomney with the law firm of O"Donnelt Clark and Crew, 1LY in Portland, OR

Julie Clinton :
President of Bxtraordinary Women

Tien Clinwon
President uf the American Association of Christian Counselors and Professor of Counscling and Pastorat Care

Eiberty {niversity

“Wentzel Coslzer _
Professor of Theology at Northwest Univarsity (Potscheistreom, South Alrical

James Cowrtoey
Ruling Elder at Trinity Presbyterian Church {PECA) B Bye, NY

Margarst Cowtney
£o-Direstor of Fanuly Minisories at Trinity Preshayterian Clurch {PCAYIn Ry, NY

Glenr Davies
Bishop of North Svdocy, Ausmalia



. Clair Diavis
Chaplain ot Redeemer Semmary

Cluck DefGropat

Associate Professor of Counseling and Pastorad Carc at Western Theological Seminary and Senior Fellow at
Newhisin Honse

Mary Debluth
Author and Blogger

David (3. Dunbar
Professor of Theology at Biblical Theological Seminary

Pana 5. Duerill
Pastar's wife and Sevaal abuse survivor

Mickael J. Thnili
Pastor of Valley Community Chureh in Lowsville, 0O

William Edgar
Professor of Apologetics ar Westrninster T heniﬁcﬂmf Seminary {PA)

Rab Hdwardls
Pastor of Mercy Prﬁtmr_nan Chureh {PCAY In Porest, VA

Mr. Rigsldo Loiil Filho
Ruling Elder in the Presbyterian Church of Brazil (Sao Paudo)

Elyse Fitrpatnick
Counselor and Anthor

Ryan Ferguson _
Pastor of Conwmanily Connection at Mot Hills Community Church in Taylors, SC

E. Robert Geehan
Pastor of The Reformed Charch in Pooghleepsie, NY {(RCA)

Shannon Geiger _
Counselor at Park £ives Prusbyterian Charch (PCA) tn Dallas, TX

Blouslas (Green
Pretessor of Old Testament and Biblical Theology at Westnamster Theological Seminary (PA)

Fred Harell
Seniar Pastor of City Church in San Franeiseo, CA

Robert Heerd:
Chiel Investment Gfficer m BenelitWorks, Ine.

Walter Henegar
Senior Pastor of Atlanta Westside Prestivierdian Church {PCA) in Atdanta, GA

Craig Higaing
Benior Pastor of Trinity Preshyterian Church (PCA) in Westchester County, I\Y and North American Regional
Coordinator for the World Reformed Fellowship

(5]



Jugiin Holeomb _ .
Auther and Adjunct Professor of Theotogy and Philosaply at Reformed Theological Scnimary

Lindsey Holeomb
Awthar and foroier case masager for sexeal ssaull erisis conter

Pater Hubbard
Pastor of Teaching ai North Hilts Community Clureh in Taylors, 3C

Carolyn James
Pregident of WhithyForum

Fraok James :
President of Biblical Theological Seminary

Karer Jansson
Board member of the World Reformed Fellowship Boacd Member and Treasmeer of fte Russisg Orphas Opportunity
Fund, VSA :

Kaihy Koch
President and Foonder of Celebrate Kids

- Matthew Lacey
Develupman Director for GRACE

David Lamb
Asspciate Professer of Ohd Testament at Biblicel Theological Seminary

Diane Lungherg
(Tinical Psyvehologist and Author

Damel M. LaValla
Dircetar of Library Services and Development Assocrate at Biblical Theological Seminary

Samucl Logan
Iterpational Dircclor of the World Reformed Felluwship, President Emerstus of Westminster Thoological Semivury

(PA), and Special Counsel 1y the President at Eiblical Theological Seminary

Tremper Longan _ .
Robert H. Guedry Professor of Biblical Studivs at Westront Cuilege

Kin ¥ip Louie
#csistant Professor of Theological Studics at China Graduate Sehoal of Theglory

Fergus Macdonald
Pas President of the United Bible Sociciies {Scotland)

Todd Mangum
Avademic Dean and Professor of Theology at Biblival Thevtogical Sermtnary

Dan McCartney _
Prafessor of Mew Testament at Redeermncer Seminary

Scot MeKnight
Prafessor of Mew Testament a1 Northern Seminary and Agthor

)



Jopathan Merrin
Fazth and Caltare weims

Pat Millen
Member ol the Board of Trastess at Biblieal Seminary

Philip Manroe .
Prafessor af Counseling and Psyehology at Biblical Thentusical Seminary

Aury Noveldl
Director of Classieal Conversations in Bryan/College Station, TX, Pastor’s wile, and Sexnal abusz survivor

Thad Norvell -
Pastor ai Commpnity Chureli in Bryan/College Station, TX

K. Eric Pomin
Senipr Pasior of Covenant Presbylerian Chursh (PCAY in Cherey Bitl, NJ

Michae! Reagan
President of the Reagan Lepacy Foundation

Maphew Redmond
Aathor

MNathan Rice
Brirector of Middle School Ministries at First Preshyierian Church (PCUSA) in Bellevue, WA

Tamara Rice
Freelance Writer und Editor

Adam E Saenz
Clinical Payehologist and Authar

Karan L. Sawyer
Vice Chair and Chair Elect of the Board of Tristecs, Biblical Theolomical Semioary armd Adjrmet Professor of
Philosophy and Religion at Arcadia University

Scotty Seuth
Foumding Pastor of Chost Coramamity Church i Franklin, TN

Ron Scates
Preaching Pastor at Highland Park Preshyterian Church {PCLIS A} Dallas, Texas

Andrew J. Echnnitzer
Professor of Biblical Siudies at Moody Bible [natitute

Chris Beay
Pastor at Toclesia in Houston, TX

- Mike Sloan
Aswqia{f: Pasior at Old Peachee Presbyierian Choreh in Duluty GA

Basyle I Tohividjian
Executive Director, GRACE and Associate Profcssar of Law at Liberty University Schiool of Law



T aura Thien
LMHC and Board Chaimerson of the Julie Valentine Center in Greenvills, 5C

Jessica Thompson
Auilor

Rick Tyson
Senior Pastor at Calvary Presbyterian Choreh in Willaw Grove, PA

Jobm Williams
Ruting Elder in the Orthodox Presbyterian Chuarch in Washingtor Istand, Wi

John Wilson :
Pasior in the Presbyteriap Clrurch of Victoria, Australia .

WilHam Panl "r-’nung
Atgthor

-









LAWCENTER

© This information packetis -
' intended for clergy mermbers who

. are required by South Carolina

faw to report suspecte_d-ch-iid' )

" abuse and negieéﬁ. includes ' 
legal requirements, guidelines'for'

- making reports, an overview of -

~ - how reponts are processed, -

* indicators of child maltreatment,

ahd_ap;zlicable defritions. | |

.:Cr more information, of to

 schedule a training session,

. contact the Children's Law

. Centerat (803) 777-1646 or
 hpichidiawscedy

" The Childeen's Law Center is funded in

part by the .
SC Bar Foundation - - -

: " School of Law

 University of South Carolina

Information for Clergy

As Mandated Reporters

In 1977, South Carolina enacted the Child Protection Act which established a
system for reporting and investigating child abuse and negiect. This law has since
been amended, but the primary purpose has remained the same: to safeguard
the weifare and safety of children, Mandated reporters play = key rale in this
effort to protect children by identiying possible maltreatment and reporting it to
the agencies respunsible for investigation and intervention. All fifty states, the
District of Columbsia, and the U.5. territories have mandatory reporting laws in
some form.

Legal Requireménts for Reporting

Mangdaled Reporiers

South Carglina law requires certain persons 1o report suspected child abuse or
neglect, when, in the persen’s professional capacity, the persen has received
information which leads to the reasonabie belief that a child has been or may be
abused or neglected. The following professionals are mandated reportars under
South Carciina law: physicians, 'n'urses, dentists, optometrists, medical
examiners, coroners, employees of county medical examiner’s or coroner's
offices, or any other medical, emergency medical services, mental health, or
aliied health professionals, members of the dergy including Christian Science
Practitioners or religious healers, school teachers, counselors, principals,
assistant principals, social or public assistance workers, substance abuse
treatment staff, childcare workers in  childcare centers or foster care faciiities,
police or law enforcement officers, undertakers, funerai home directors, funeral
home employees, persens responsible for processing film, computer technicians,
and judges,

Clergy Generally

The term cfergy i$ a generic term used to describe the religious leaders of tha
various faiths around the world. Each religion, faith group, denomination, or
church may identify who, within its ranks, 15 dergy. To determine if 2 person is
considered a clergy member, and thus subject to the mandatory reporting laws,
we must fook to the particular religion, denomination, or faith group and its
definition of clergy or formai leader. In addition to those considered clergy by
thelr religion, South Caroline law specifically identiffes regular or duly ordained
ministers, Christian Science practitioners, religious healers, rabbis and priests as
clergy.



Reporting by Clergy Members.

South Carcling law requires clergy members to
report suspected child abuse or negtect when
the information concerning the abuse or
neglect s received from any person other than
the person who committed the abuse or
neglect. I the clergy member receives the
inforration from the alleged perpetrator of the
abuse or neglect, the communication may be
protected by a legal exception, known as the
priest-penitent privilege.

Mot every communication made to a clergy
member by a person who committed zbuse or
neglect is privileged. Four elements must be
et for the privilege to apply’: 1) there must be

a communication. The communication may be

in persen, in writing, by telephone or in some
instances, it may even he a non-verbal
communication such as & gesture; 2} it must be
made to a member of the clergy, including 2
Christian Science Practitioner or religious
heater; 3) the comimunication must be made in
 confidence. A communication is privileged if
the person informs the clergy member that
there is the expectation that the priast-peniterd
privilege will apply and the information divuiged
wilt be held in confidence. When a clergy
member engages in a pastoral communication
and is unsure whether there is the expectation
of privilege, the clergy member shoutd ask
whether the person wishes the communication
16 be protected by the privilege. The privilege
will likely apply if the persan who committed
the abuse or rneglect responds to the question
sffirmatively.

There are situations where it may be less clear
whether the priest-penitent privilege applies.
The specific facts of those situations must be
analyzed to determine if the communication is
protecied by the privilege. Generally, if the
communication occurs in the presence of other

! anuth Carclina Atterney Genoral Opinfon No. §4-30, February
6, 2004, Rivers v, Fivers, 292 5.C. 21 (Gt App. 1387). Haramar,
Richard. What is the Clargy-Feritent Privilege?
Chiurchiawtoday.com, 2008,

Children’s Low Center, January 2010
School of Law, University of South Cara lina

people  {for example, members of the
congregation} or during a religious service, the
priest-penitent privilege will fikely not apply,
because there s no  expectation of

confidentiality. On the other hand, a

communication may take place at a location
where the rules reguire other people to he
present (for example, @ prison where a guard
must be present or mental health facility, where
a nurse or other staff person must be presént).

in such situations, the privilege will kely apply. -

2} The clergy member must be acting in his or
her professional capacity according to the
usuat course of practice or discipline of his or
her chureh o religious body. Members of the
dergy are not always presiding in their houses

of worship when they are sought for or provide

spiritual advising or counseling, or when they
are discharging other functions of their office.
Many times conversations with clergy members
geour in private homes, haspitais,' funeral
hames, courthouses, prisons, grocery stores, at

social avents, and other locations. Depending
an the circumstances, the information divuiged -

may or may not fall within the priest-penitent

privilege. In such situations, the clergy member -

should stop the conversation and ask the

person divulging sensitive information i the

inforrnation is being divulged because the
person is seeking spiritual advice or counseling
and if the person expects that the information
will be held in confidence. C

The priest-penitent privilege does not apply

when a person who committed abuse or
neglect divalges information at a time when the
clergy member i$ not acting in his or her
professionat capacity. ‘

A conversstion between two friends, one of
whem just happens ta be a minister, is likely not
privileged,  Ar impromptu exchange at the
gracery store may not be privileged. An
gxchange at a socfal gathering, when the clergy
mermber is clearly not acting in his: or her
professional capacity, is noi privileged.

However, & conversation may begin as casual

ang evolve into one during which the person
zeeks spiritual advice or counsel,



When a clergy member receives information
from an alleged perpetrator of abuse or neglect,
the following gquestions will be helpful in
determining the duty to repert. 1) Did the
person indicate that he or she intended for the
clergy-penitent privilege to apply? 2} Was the
clergy member specifically sought for spiritual
athvice or counsei? 3) Wherse did the
conversation take place? 4) Were other peaple
present at the time of the conversation? 5)
Was the information divulged during a
scheduled counseling session? 8} What is the
relationship between the person and the clergy
member? .

It is important tc note thet it 05 not a
requiremnent for. the person who committed
ahuse or neglect to be a member of tha clergy's
congregation or faith for the privilege to apply.

it is alsa important to understand that the
mandate to report child abuse or neglect does
not require the reporter to know for certain
that a child has been abused or neglected. The
duty to report is triggered when the mandatory
reporter has the reasonable belief that a child
has been or will be abused or neglectad.

iastly, as a mandated reporter, a clergy
member has the legal obligation to report
abuse or neglect sven if the cergy member
knows or has reason to believe that the abuse
or neglect was disclosed te ancther person,
whether or not that other person is also a
mandated reporter. ’

Whers to Report '

Whether a repart of suspected child abuse or
neglect is made 1o the Deparitment of Soccial
Services {DS5) or to the local law enforcement
agency depends upon the relationship of the
aiiéged parpetrator to the child victim. When
the alleged perpetrator is the child's parent,
guardian, or other person responsible for the
child’s welfare, the report should be made to
D55 In the county where the child resides or can
be found. :

Children’'s Law Center, January 2010
Scheol of Law, University of South Caralina

When the alleged perpetrator is not the chiid’s
parent, guardian, or other person responsible

- Tor the child’s welfare, the report should he

made to the local law enforcement office.

if the relationship or'identiw of the aleged
perpetrator s unclear or unknown, the report
shauld be made to DSS,

If there is reason to believe that a child has died
as 3 resuft of child abuse or neglect, a report
should be made to the county medical examiner
or coroner’s office. If there are other children
remalning in the home, a report should also e
made to faw enforcement or D85, whichever
agency is appropriate,

Faiiure to Report

A mendated reporter, including a  clergy
member, who  knowingly fails to  report
susperted child abuse or neglect is guilty of a
misdemeanar and, upon convickion, must be
fined not more than $500.00, or imprisoned not
more than six months, or both,

Confidentiality

South Cardling law reguires DSS and law
enforcement to keep the identity of the
reporter confidential. The law provides only
Himited instances when the identity of the
reporier may be revealed. i the report is
received by D55 and is later referred to law
enforcement, DSS will reveal the name of the
reporier to law enforcement to allow for
criminal investigation. Likewise, i the report is
recelved by law enforcement and is later
referred to G55, law enforcement will reveal the
name of the reporter to D55 to allow DSS to
investigate the aliegations.

The only other circumstance under which DSS
may release the identity of the reporter is by
court order, If a report is made maliciously or in
bad faith, the alleged perpetrator in an
unsubstantiated case may fie zn action in

“family cowrt requesting the release of the

reporter’s name. If, after reviewing the case,
the court finds probable cause to believe the
report was made maliciously or in bad f3ith, the



- court may order DSS to release the name of the
reporter. The alleged perpetrator who was the
subject of the false report may then file suit
against the person who made the false report
and may be entitled 1o recover the appropriate
refief. '

The foregoing confidentiality provisions do not
prohibit a mandated reporter from being
subpoenaed to provide testimony at & court
hearing regarding the alfeged abuse or neglect
i it is determined that the reporter’s testimony
is necassary to protect the child. Even then, the
fact that the person testifying made the report

' of the suspected abuse or neglect cannot be
disclased toanyone,

immunity from Liability

The law creates a rebuttable presumption that
mandatory reporters have acted in good faith in
reporting suspected child abuse or neglect.
Persons required or permitted - to report
suspected abuse or neglect, or who participate
in an investigation or court proceeding as 3
result of a report, are immune from civit and
criminal hiability, provided that such persons
acted in good faith. Immunity covers full
disciosure of all facts that led the person to
helieve or suspect that a child has been or may
be abused or neglected. '

False or Malicious Reports

it is unlawful to knowingly make a false or
malicious report of abuse or neglect. False or
rnalicious reporting is a misdermeanor and upon
conviction, is punishable by a fine up to $5000 or
imprisonmeant up to ninety days, or both.

Photographs

Mandatory  reporters may take  color
photographs of injuries that are visible on 2
child who is the subject of a repoert of abuse or
negiect. Clothing should not be removed in
arder ta take photographs. Copies of all
photegraphs and negatives rust be provided to

Children’s Luw Center, janugry 2010
School of Law, Universily uf South Caroling

DSS or faw enforcement at the time of the
report, of as soon as possibie after the report.

Harm to Viable Fetus or Newbotn

A situation may arise where a clergy member
has been provided information regarding a
pregnant woman that leads the ceric to
reasonably believe that an unborn child has
been harmed or is in substantial risk of harm. A
report should be made to DSS when there is
reasoh to heliove that a pregnant woman is
abusing alcohol or an illegal substance, or is
involved in behavior that may place the fetus or
newhorn at risk of physical or mentat harm.

The SC Supreme Court has ruled that a viable
unborn fatus is a “child” for purposes of child
abuse and neglect Jaws. A viable fetus Is one
that has “.reached that perlod of prenatal
maturity where it is capable of independent life
apart from its mother »? :

It is unlikely that the clergy member will know
the exact gestational age of the fetus or
whether the fetus-is visble; therefore, it is
recommended that a report be made any time
there is feasan to believe a pregnant woman's
actions tnay be detrimental to the health of the
fetus.

Safe Haven for Abandoned Babies Act
{“Danial's Law”}

Danlel’s Law is named for an infant whese
mother abandoned him in a landfill shortly after
birth. Fortunately, he survived and nurses at
the haspital named him Daniel. Daniel's Law Is
designed to provide a safe option for babies, no
more than thirty days old, whose parents are
unable or unwilling to care for them.

Daniel's Law designates certain facilities, calied
safe havens, where 3 parent of an infant or a
person acting at the direction of a parent can
voluntarily leave the infant without the fear of

2 Whither v. Snuth Carofing, 492 8 E.2d 717 (S.C. 1887).



ciiminal  prosecution. South Carolina law
defines a safe haven as a hospital, hospital
outpatient facility, a law enforcement agency, 2
fire station, an emergency medical services
station, or any house of worship during the
hours when the facility is staffed.

Under Daniels Law, 3 s2fe haven must take
temporary physical custody of an infant who is
voluntarily feft by a person who does not
express the intent fo return for the child and
the drcumstances give rise Ip 3 reasonable
belief that the person does not intend to return
tor the infant. '

The person leaving the infant is entitled to
anoRymity and is not required to disclose his or
her identity; however, the staff member of the
safe haven must ask the person leaving the child
to provide information concerning the child’s
background, including the identity of any parent
(other than the person !saving the infant) and 2
medical history. With the information provided,
the safe haven must fill out the “Abandoned
Infants Form for Safe Havens” {DSS Form 3082},
which is available on the 0S5 website at
http://dss.se.gov or at the local DSS office, If the
person leaving the infant does not wish to
provide any Information to the safe haven, the
parsun must be given the 0SS form and a
stamped envelope to mail the form directly to

DS5 in case the person later decides to provide -

the information, The safe haven must also offer
the person leaving the infant infarmation

concerning the legal effect of leaving the infant

with the safe haven.

Within six hours of receiving an infant, the safe
haven must transport the child to a hospital or
hospital ouipatient facility. By the end of the
next working day, the hospital or hospital
-putpatient facility will notify DSS, and DSS will
immediately assume legal custody of the child.

Court hearings regarding an infant abandoned
under Daniel’s Law are expedited so that the
infant, if not placed with family members, will
be free to be adopted in a very short time
frame. '

Children’s Law Center, January 2010
Schioof of Law, University of South Caraling

5afe havens and their staffs are immune from
civil and criminal fisbility for any  action
authorized by Daniel's Law as long as thay
comply with the provisions of the law.

Investigating Reports: DSS

Within 24 hours of accepting a report of
suspected abuse or neglect, DSS will begin an
investigation and physically ohserve the child.
Based on the information provided by the
reporter, D55 will assess the risk of harm to the
child and decide an appropriate response time
that is within the 24 hours. The more serious the
situation, the faster DSS will respond,  For
instance, if i is determined that the child is in
imminent and substantial danger, D35S will begin
the investigation within two hours of accepting
the report. In addition to an investigation hy
D55, any reports involving sexual abuse or other
violations of criminal law will be referred by DSS
ta law enforcement for investigation,

DSS’s initial goal is to keep famifies together. |f
it is determined during the investigation that
the risk of harm to the child does not rise to a
level that warrants removal of the child from
the home, but the grcumstances in the home
do warrant some type of intervention, 0S5 and
the family may enter into agreements called
“safety plans” and “treatment plans”, designed
to keep the family together, assist the family
with their needs, and remove any risks of harm.
055 will identify and offer appropriate services
to aid the family and will monitor the family's
progress. If the family cooperates and benefits
from the services such that the risk of harm to
the child is removed, D55 will close its case. If
the family does not make the changes needed
to keep the child safe, DSS may seek court
intervention or removal of the child from the

home,

If DSS seeks court intervention, the parents may
be placed under a court order to comply with
treatment services, If they fail to do so, the
court can hold thers in cantempt and apply an
appropriaie sanction. If D5 seeks non-



emergency removal, DSS has likely offered the
parents services in order to keep the family
together, but the parenis are nencompliaht.
Their noncompliznce plsces the child in
unraasenable risk of harm and the child cannot
be protected without being removed from the
home. The court may remove the child from
the parents and grant custody to D35, or grant
custady or guardianship to a relative or other
familiar person.

if, during the investigation, or at any iime
during DS%’s services to a family, It s
determined that the situation in the home is
such that the childs {ife, health or physical
safety is in substantial and imminent danger
and eannot ba protected in the home, the child
will be placed intoc emergency protective

custody either by law enforcement or by a

family court judge. (Ses discussion below.)
When this occurs, the child will be placed in a
foster home, with relatives, or with a family
friend while the parents participate in court
ordered treatment services. The services are
family specific and designed to assist the family

in remedying the causes of abuse or neglect and

totirnely reunify the family,

D55 will complete #s investigation into the
allegations within 45 days of accepting the
report and will elther “indicate” or “unfound”
the report. if evidence proves more likely than
not {alse known as preponderance of the
evidence} that abuse or neglect occurred the
report wilt be “indicated”. if the evidence fails
to prave more likely than not that abuse or
neglect eccurred, DSS will “unfound” the report.

If requested at the time the report is made, DSS
will notify the reporter of the outcome of its
ivestigation.

Family Court Hearings
The following is a brief explanation of the

various types of family court hearings held in
child abuse and neglect cases.

Children’s Law Certer, Janiary 2016
Schaol of Law, University of South Carolina

infervention, DSS files a complaint asking the

court to oversee the treatment services that -

have been offered to the famiy. Court oversight
is usually sought when the family is not using the
services that have heen offered. An intervention
hearing will be held within 35 days of filing the
complaint, if the court determines that the child
has been harmed or is at risk of baing harmed,
the court wilt order the parents to complete
treatment services. The child remains in the
heme during this process.

Probable Cause Hearing/Emergency Protective

Custody Hearing. iost children in the custody
of DSS entered foster care by being placed into

ermergency protective custody {“EPC"} by law’

enforcement or by the family court. A child may
be placed into emergency protective custody
when z law enforcement officer or family court
judge has reason to believe the child’s life, health
or physical safety is in substantial and imminent
danger. '

within 72 hours of a child bring placed into
emergency protective custody, there will be 2
hearing to determine whether the decision to
place the child into emergency protective
custody was proper and whether there is reason
for DSS to retain custody of the child or whether
it is safe to return the child home,

RemovalMerits HMearing. Within 35 days of
filing a complaint for removal of a child from
the chiki's home, there will he a
removal/mierits hearing. Evidence is presented
by the parties and, based on the evidence, the
court will determine whether the child has
been abused or neglected. The court will also
determine whether the child must remain in
the custody of D55 while the parents complete
treatment; or whether it is safe to retain the
child in the home [if the child has rnot been
removed prior to hearing); or to return the
chiid home. The determination by the court is
referred to as a “finding”. . The treatment
sarvices offered to the family by DS5 will likely
be ordered by the court at the removal/retits
hearing.

.~"“-\.



FPermanency Planning. Permanency Planning
hearings are required for every child who
remaing out of the home following the
merits/removal  hearing. A permanency
planning hearing must be held no later than one
year from the date the child was first placed in
foster care, and at least onoe every 12 maonths
thereafter untit a permanent plan is finalized
and the case iz closad by the court. The
purpose of this hesring s to determine a
permanent plan that & in the child's hest
interest and to timely gain permanency for the
child. At the permanency planning hearing, the
court, with evidence and nput from DSS, the
parents, the foster Care Review Board, the
guardizn ad-litem, the foster parents, and any
other interested parties, will determine:
whether it is safe o return the child to the
parents; place the child in the custody er
guardianship of a relative or non-relative; retain
the child in foster rare; or ferminate the
parents’ parental rights and place the child for
adaption.

Termination of Parental Righfs. As previously
stated, DSA's initial goal is almost always to
reunify children with their biological parents.
However, reunification is not always in the
child's best interest. Children desarve loving
permanent families and, when the home of the
biolegical parents carnot be made safe for them
“to return, an alternative is to terminate parental
rights so that the child can gain permanency
through adoption.

South Carolina faw recognizes eleven graunds
far termination of parental rights. !n order for
the family court to teérminate parental rights,
© the court must find, ‘by clear and convincing
evidence, that st least one of the eleven
grounds exists and that termination of parental
rights is in the child’s bast interest.

Termination of parental rights forever severs
the legal relationship hetween the parent and
the child. The decision to terminate parental
ri'ghts is one of the most difficult decisions a
family court judge has to make. The evidence

Children’s Law Cenfer, fanuary 2010
School of Law, University of South Carolina

presented to the court must convince tha judge
that there is at least one legal ground to
terminate the parental rights and that
termination is in the child's best interest,

Processing Reports: Law
Enforcement

Law enforcement is the agency that will
investigate allegations of abuse and neglert
when the alleged perpetrator is someaone other
than a parent, guardian, or other person
responsible for the child’s welfare. However,
regardless  of the alleged perpetrator’s
relationship to the child, law enforcement will
eonduct @ criminal  investigation into  the
allegations when there s reason to believe that a
criminal statute has been violsted. In many
cases law enforcement and DSS will conduct
simuttaneous investigations and will coordinate
their efforfs when possible; however, the twoe
investigations are separate and distingt  Tha
purpose of DSS's investigation is to ensure the
safety and welfare of children. The purpose of
law enforcement’s investigation is to determine
whether a crime has been committed and if so,
to aid in prosecuting the perpetrator. When law

‘enforcement has probable cause to balieve that

an individyal has commitied a crime, the alieged
perpetrator will be arrested. A bond hearing will
be held and the alleged perpetrator may be
detained or released pending final disposition of
the charge.

After the bond hearing, a preliminary hearing
will be held to determine whether law.
enforcement had probable cause to arrest the
alleged perpetrator, The grand Jury will then
Feview the case to decide whether the evidence
is sufficient to formally charge (indict) the
alleged perpetrator, If the alleged perpstrator
is indicted, the next step is usually a hearing to
determine if the alleged perpetrator §s innocent
or guiflty of committing a crime. The alleged
perpetrator can choose to plead guilty or have a
jury trial.  If the alleged perpetrator pleads
gutlty o7 is found gullty by a jury, he or she may
be sentenced to incarceration or placed on



probation. For certain sex offenses, the judge
can order the perpetrator to register as a sex
offender. The judge may also order D55 1o
place the perpetrstor's name on the Central
Registry of Chiid Abuse and Neglect.

Testifying
A mandated reporter may be subpoenazed 1o
testify in the femily court and/or the criminal
hearing regarding the alleged abuse or neglect.
South Carolinag Code Annotated Section 19-11-90
provides that:

“Min any legal or quasi-legal trial,
hearing or praceeding before any court,
commission of cormmittee no regular or
duly ordained minister, priest or rabbi
shall ba required, In giving testimaony, to
disciose any confidential commun-
ication properly entrusted to him in his
professional capacity and necessary and
proper to enable him to discharge the
funciions of his office sccording to the
usual course of practice or discipline of
his church or religious body.  This
prohibition shall not apply to cases
where the party in whose favor it is
made waives the rights conferred”.

if subpoenaed, the clergy member rmust testify
uniless he or she successfully asserts the priest-
penitent privilege, atready discussed. Likewise,
if the alleged perpetrator waives the priviiege,
the clergy member must testify.

Recognizing Child Abuse ot Neglect

The first step in helping abused or neglected
children is learning to recognize possible signs of
maltreatment. The law does not specify injuries
or circumstances that require a repori. Rather,
mandated reporters must be famifiar with
indicatars and exercise judgment .in deciding
whether a report is appropriste.  Indicators of
child makreatrnent can be obvious, but are
sometimes subtle and difficult to recognize. The
presence of indicators does not necassarily mean
abuse or neglect has occurred or is ocourring;

Children’s Law Center, Junuary 2018
School of Law, University of Seutl Caroling

however, when indicators appear repeatedly or
in tombination, professionals should take 2
closer lock at the situation and consider the
need to repart.” Although child maktreatment can
he divided into various types (physical abuse,
sexual abuse, mental injury/shuse, neglect),
these varicus typas often occur in combination.
The following material is based on & fact sheet
published by the Nationa Clearinghouse on Chiid
Abuse and Neglect, Recognizing Child Abuse and
Neglect: Signs and Symptoms (2003).

General Indicators of Ma!treatmént

Child:
= Shows sudden changes in behavior ot
school performance
« Has not received help for physicat or
medical problems brought to the
parants’ attention
o s always watchful, as though preparing
for somtething had to happen
= Is overly compliant, passive, or
withdrawn
s Comes ta schoot or other activities early, -
stays [ate, or does not want to go home
Parent: ' :
s Shows little concern for the child
e Treats one child differently from siblings

= Denies the existence of - or blames the
child for — the child’s problems

»  Asksteachers or other caretakers to use
harsh physical discipline if chifd
misbehaves

e Segesthe child as entirely bad, worthless,
ot burdensarme

» Demands a level of physical or academic
performance the child cannot achieve

v Looks primarily to the child for cars, -
attention, and satisfaction of emotional
needs

Signs of Physical Abuge

Child:
»  Has unexplained burns, bites, bruises,
broken banes, or black eyes



Has injuries that mirror the shape of an
object :
Has bruises in various stages of healing,
or on different body planes

Has bruises on the fleshy parts of the
body

Has fading injuries after an absence from
school _

Attempts to hide injuries

Seems frightened of the parents and
does not want to go homa '
Shrinks at the approach of adults
Reports injury by a parent or guardian

Offers conflicting, unconvingng, or no
explanation for the child’s injurias

Does niot seek medical care when needed
forthe child’s injuries

Describes the child in a very negative way

Uses harsh physical discipline with the child

Has a history of sbuse as a child

Signs of Neglect

Child:

Parent;
=
L ]

is frequently absent from ar late to
school

Is always hungry; hegs or steals food or
money _

Is consistently tired _
Has slowe physical development or is
underweight

Lacks needed routine or urgent medical
or dental care

Has poot hygiene; is consistently dirty
and has a body odor

Lacks appropriate clothing for the
weather

Abuses-alcohol or other drugs

States that there is no one at home to
provide care or supervision

Appears to be indifferent to the child
Seems apathetic or depressed
Behaves irrationally or in a bizarre
MENNEr ' :

Is abusing alcohol or drugs

Children’s Law Center, fanuary 2010
School of Low, University of Svuth Carolina

Signs of Sexual Abuse

Child:
»
-

Parent;

Child:

Pa_rent:

Child reports sexwal abuse

Has difficulty walking or sitiing

Refuses to change for P.E. or participate
in activities

Reports nightmares or bedwetting
Experiences a2 sudden change in appetite
of weight

Has a sudden change in grades

Appears withdrawn or depressed
Demaonstrates unusual sexual knowledge
or bahavior

Becomes pregnant or contracts a
sexually transmitted disease, particutarly
if under age 14 '

Runs away from home

is unduly protective of the child or
seversely limits the child’s contact with
ather children, especially of the opposite
sex

Shows extrernes in behavior, such as
overly compliant or dermanding hehavior,
extreme passivity, or aggression

Is pither inappropriately adult {e.g.
parenting other children) ar
inappropriately infantile {e.g. rocking or
head-banging)

Has attempted suicide or harm

self

exhibits a lack of attachmant to
parents

Constantly blames, belittles, or berates
thechild

Is unconcerned about the child and
refuses to consider offers of help for the
child’s problems

Qvertly rejects the chiild



Guidelines for Mandated Reporters

when confronted with the possibiiity that a chiid |

has been or may be abused or neglécted, there
are several steps that should be taken to protelt
the child, The following are suggested guidelines

to  further

assist mandated reporters in

recognizing and reporting suspected child abuse
and negiect, .
Responding to a Child

Listen attentively while the child is
talking to you.

Do not probe for details, particularly
when it concerns sexual abuse. {Proving
sexual sbuse in court often depends
heavily on the childs statement
Discussing details of the abuse with the
child fs essentially handling evidence,
and should orly be done by trained
investigators}).

Do not remove dothing to exarnine the
child’s body. '

Do not Indicate doubt or dishelief.

Do not express shock or anger at the
possible perpetrator.  Children often
love the person who mistreats them,

Teil the child what you will do, for
exarnple that you are Eoing to contact
DSS and a caseworker will come to talk
with the child. '
Do not give the child talse assurances, or
promise  that you will keep the
information confidential.

Documentation

Document the basis of your concerns,
inciuding physical and behavioral signs.
Decument the child’s statements to you.
Try to use the child's exact words.
Document the child's demeanor: while
talking with you, Note any signs of fear
or distress. '

if you make the report orally, record the
date, time, and the person and agency
you contacted. If you make the reportin
writing, keep a copy of the
correspondence.

Children’s Law Center, Januory 2010
Schaol of Law, University of South Careling

Be aware that your racords concerning
the report may be subject to subpoena.

haking a Report

Make the report as soon a5 possible
aftar receiving the information which
causes you to suspect abuse or neglect.
Mandatory reporters carnot “cause” a
report to be made by delegating this
responsibility to someone else.  You
must persenally make the report,

You do not need to have condusive
proof. The law requires you to report
when you have “reason to believe” a
child is being or may be abused or
neglected,

Do nat zttempt o investigate  or
excessively question the child. Specially
trained DSS caseworkers and  law
enforcemernt officers will investigate the

-allegations.

Collect as much of the following
information as possible to convey to the
investigating agency: child’s name, age,
date of birth, and address; child’s
present location; names and ages of
siblings, parents’ names and addresses.
Explain why you are concerned about
the child.

At the tirne of the report, or a5 s00n as
possible thereafter, provide copies of &l
photographs, negatives, and medical
reports to the appropriate investigating
agency. :

Although reports ean be made
anohymaously, it is often helpful to
provide your name and address in the
event that further information is

neaded. : :

At the time the report is made, you can
request to be notified of the outcome of
the investigation.

After you have made a report, if you
learn new information or if you learn
additional information, report it to D55
ot law enforcement,

1o



Contact with Parents ' s Neveraccuse a parent of sbuse or

+ in general, it is best not to contact the neglect.
child’s parents about your suspicions
before making the report.  Informing Follow-Up
parents  before  the  appropriate *  Your continued help may be necessary.
intervention can be made may lead to Be willing to meet with multidisciplinary
retribution  against  the child  or teams andfor testify in  court if
destruction of evidencge, reguested.
Definitions
Abandonment

A parent or guardian willfully deserts a child or wiltfully surrenders physical possession of a child without
making adequate arrangements for the child’s needs or the continuing care of the child.

Bad Faith

Generally implying or involving actual or constructive fraud, or a design to mislead or deceive anothar, or a
neglect or refusal to fulfill some duty or some contractual obligation, not promipted by an honest mistake
as to one’s rights or duties, but by some interested or sinister motive,

Central Registry of Child Abuce and Meglect

A statewide data system that identifies perpetrators of child abuse and neglect. The Centrat Registry of .
Child Abuse and Neglect is not 3 public record. information concerning an individual in the Central
Registry can be disclosed only when sereening of an individual’s background is required hy statute or
regulations for employment, Ecensing, or other purposes.

Child
A person under the age of eighteen:

Child Abuse or Neglect or Harm
Child abuse or neglect or harm occurs when the parent, guardian, or other parson responsible for the
child’s welfare:
(3} inflicts or allows tg be inflicted upan the child physical or mental injury or engages in acts ar -
omissions which present a substantial risk of physical or mental injury to the child, fncluding
injuries sustained as a result of excessive corporal punishment, but excluding corporal punish-
and physical discipline which:

{i} is administered by a parent or person in loco parentis;

{if) is perpetrated for the sole purpose of restraining or correcting the child;
{ili} is reasonable in manner and moderate in degree

{iv) has not brought about permanent or lasting damage to the child: and
{v}is not reckless or grossly negligent behavior by the parents.

Children’s Law Center, January 2010
School of Law, University of South Carcling
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(b} commits or allows to be committed against the child a sexual offense as defined by the laws of
this State or engages in acts or omissions that present a substantiel risk that a sexuzl offense
as defined in the Taws of this State wouid be committed against the child;

Note: Under South Carcling faw, such sexual offenses may involve fondling, intercourse,
cunnilingus, fellatio, anal intercourse, or any intrusion, however sfight, of any part of o person’s
body or of any object into the genital or anal openings of another person’s body, and child
exploitntion {child pornography).

fc} fails to supply the child with adequate food, clothing, shelier, or education. . . supervision
appropriate to the child’s age and development, or health eare though finandally able to do
s or offered financial or other reasonable means to do so and the failure to do so has caused
of presents a substantial risk of causing physical or mental injury. However, a child's absence
from schoa! may not be considered abuse or negleet unless the schoot has made efforts to
bring about the child’s attendance, and those efforts were unsuccessful because of the

parents’ refusal tv cooperate.

{d} abandons the child;

{e} encourages, condonas, or approves the commission of delinguent acts by the child and the
comrnission of the acts are shown to be the result of the encouragement, condonation, or

appraval; or

() has cammitted abuse or neglact as described in subsections () through (e} such that a child
wha subsequently becomes a part of the person’s household is at substantial risk of one of

thossa farms of ahuse or neglect.

Clear and Convincing Evidence _
Proof that leaves a firm belief or canviction a5 to the allegations sought to be established. [t is proof that

chould ieave no reasonable doubt in the mind of the judge concerning the matiers ity issue,

Gaod Faith
Honesty of purpose, freedom from ntention 1o defraud, and, generally speaking, means being faithful to

one’s duty or obligation.

Indicated Report
fenort of child abuse or negtect supported by facts which warrant a “finding” by a preponderance of

evidence that abuse or neglect has occurred.

Mental Injury
injury to the intellectus!, emotional, or psychological capacity or functioning of a child as evidenced by a

discernible and substantial impairment of the child’s ability to function when the existence of that
impairment is supported by the opinion of mentaf health professional or medical professional.

Childrer’s Law Center, january 2010
School of Law, University of South Coraling
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Person Responsikie for a Child's Welfare

The child’s parent, guardian, foster parent, an operator, employee, or caregiver of a public or private
residential home, institution, agency or childcare facility or an adult whe has zssumed the rola or
responsibility of a parent or guardian for the child, but who does not necessarily have legal custody of the
child. A person whose only role is as 3 caregiver and whose contact is ohly incidental with a child, such as

a babysitter or a person who has only ingidental contact but may not be a caretaker, has not assumed the
role or responsihility of a parent or guardian.

Physical Injury

Death or permanent or temporary disfigurement or Impairment of any bodily argan or function.

Preponderance of Fuidence

Evidence which, when fairly considered, is more convincing as to its truth than the evidence in
oppaosition, Also means “muore likely than not™,

Unfoundad Report

A report for which there is not a preponderance of evidence ta believe that the child is abused or neglect.

References
South Carolina Codes

£19-11-90
§ 16-3-651
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g 63-7-390
§ 63-7-410
§ 63.7-420
§ 63-7-420
§ 63-7-440
§ 63-7-610
§ 63-7-620
§63-7-710
§ 63-7-920
§ 63-7-980
§ 63-7-1650
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§ 63-7-1700
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Priest-Penitent Privilege

Criminal sexual Conduct: definitions

Sex offender reglstry

Purpose

Definitions

Safe Haven far abandoned babies {"Daniel’s Law”)
Persons required to report (Mandated reporters)
Confidentiality of information

Photos and x-rays without parental consent
reporter immunity from liability

Failure to report; penalties

Abrogation of privileged communication; exceptions
Civil action far bad faith reporting

Knowingly making false report

- Authority of officers in all counties ad municipalities

Emergency protective custody

Probable cause hearing

investigation and rase determination
Cooperation between DSS and law enfurcement
Services without removal

Services with removal

Treatment plans

Permanency planning

Standards for terminating parental rights

Court order for placement in Central Registry :
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